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WELCOME 

 
Welcome! The faculty members in the Department are confident that you will find this program both 
challenging and rewarding. We look forward to working with you throughout your studies and wish you 
every success in earning a Master of Arts degree in Criminology at IUP.  
 
The Department of Criminology and Criminal Justice at IUP was established in 1966. In its early years, 
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To strengthen the university for Academic Success, I will act honestly, take responsibility for my 

https://www.usnews.com/education/online-education/criminal-justice/rankings
https://www.usnews.com/education/online-education/criminal-justice/rankings
http://www.iup.edu/criminology/faculty/
http://www.iup.edu/criminology/faculty/


Department of Criminology and Criminal Justice| Indiana University of Pennsylvania 
 

6 
 

Admission 
 
Admission into the master’s program, whether campus or online, requires the following: 

¶ online application  

¶ official transcripts from all colleges and universities attended 

¶ at least two letters of recommendation

http://www.iup.edu/admissions/graduate/
http://www.iup.edu/admissions/graduate/
http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/catalog/
http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/catalog/
http://www.iup.edu/admissions/graduate/financialaid/assistantships-and-scholarships/
http://www.iup.edu/admissions/graduate/financialaid/assistantships-and-scholarships/
http://www.iup.edu/financialaid/
http://www.iup.edu/financialaid/
http://www.iup.edu/criminology/grad/
http://www.iup.edu/criminology/grad/


http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/
http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/
http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/catalog/
http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/catalog/
http://www.iup.edu/bursar/
http://www.iup.edu/bursar/
http://www.iup.edu/registrar/
http://www.iup.edu/registrar/
http://www.iup.edu/disabilitysupport/
http://www.iup.edu/disabilitysupport/
http://www.iup.edu/library/
http://www.iup.edu/library/
http://www.iup.edu/myiup/
http://www.iup.edu/myiup/
http://www.iup.edu/arl/
http://www.iup.edu/arl/
http://www.iup.edu/itsupportcenter/
http://www.iup.edu/itsupportcenter/
http://www.iup.edu/itsupportcenter/
http://www.iup.edu/itsupportcenter/
http://www.iup.edu/writingcenter/
http://www.iup.edu/writingcenter/
http://www.iup.edu/career/
http://www.iup.edu/career/
http://www.iup.edu/parking/
http://www.iup.edu/parking/
http://www.iup.edu/police/
http://www.iup.edu/police/
http://www.iup.edu/itsupportcenter/howTo.aspx?id=23401
http://www.iup.edu/itsupportcenter/howTo.aspx?id=23401
http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/catalog/
http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/catalog/
http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/gsa
http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/gsa


Department of Criminology and Criminal Justice| Indiana University of Pennsylvania



Department of Criminology and Criminal Justice| Indiana University of Pennsylvania 
 

9 
 

Course Descriptions 
 
CRIM 600: Criminological Theory 
An examination of criminological theories with an emphasis on origins and applications of relevant 
theoretical approaches to crime and criminally deviant behavior. Required of all master’s students. 
 
CRIM 601: Proseminar   
Survey of current research, critical issues in the administration of justice, and criminological theory. 
Designed to acquaint the student with recent developments in the discipline of criminology. Required of 
all master’s students. 
 
CRIM 605: Research Methods 
Methods and techniques of research in criminology. An in-depth examination of the role of research in 
the analysis, interpretation, and clarification of the problems in criminology and the administration of 
justice. The development of a research proposal/thesis prospectus will be the end product of the course. 
Required of all master’s students. 

CRIM 610: Legal Issues in Criminology 
An in-depth study of contemporary legal issues faced by criminal justice professionals. Emphasis is 
placed on criminal constitutional problems as well as the judicial review of administrative decisions made 
by criminal justice organizations. Required of all master’s students. 

CRIM 630: Seminar in Administration and Management in Criminal Justice 
The study of bureaucracy and complex organizations with an emphasis on the concepts and practices of 
the organization and management of agencies in the administration of justice.  

CRIM 631: System Dynamics in Administration of Justice 
A study of dynamic systems and analytical techniques relevant for understanding new perspectives of the 
administration of justice.  

CRIM 632: Organizational Dynamics within the Criminal Justice System 
An examination of organizational and systems theories, concepts, applications, and research within the 
criminal justice system. Attention is given to the role organizations play independently and collectively in 
the administration of justice. Required of all master’s students. 

CRIM 645: The Dynamics of Cybercrimes 
An examination of the current and future issues in cybercrimes. Emphasis will be given to criminals and 
victims, law enforcement, state and federal laws, criminology theories, and the development of research 
topics in cybercrimes. 
 
CRIM 694 Applied Teaching in Associate Degree Programs 
Provides an overview of responsibilities and tasks required when teaching criminology and criminal 
justice classes at a community college. The adjunct faculty role will be identified. Pedagogical practices 
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CRIM 681: Special Topics 
Special topics courses are offered at the discretion of the department in a wide area of subjects directly 
related to law enforcement, courts, corrections, or security. 

CRIM 699: Independent Study 
Research of a significant issue or problem in criminology or the administration of justice. Instructor, 
coordinator, and chair approval required. May be taken twice for a maximum of six semester hours. 

CRIM 718/818: Quantitative Strategies for Analysis in Criminology 
Computer analysis of quantitative data applied to the behavioral science of criminology: the logic of data 
analysis, fundamentals of statistical procedures commonly used in criminological analysis. Students also 
will learn to critique published criminological research. 

CRIM 730/830: Ethical and Philosophical Issues in Criminology 
An intensive examination of selected ethical and philosophical issues currently facing the field of 
criminology. Issues for analysis will be drawn from (but not limited to) such categories as the function of 
law; integrating theory and practice; ethical issues surrounding research strategies; punishment forms; 
social control strategies; and crime and justice in the future. 

CRIM 748/848: Criminal Violence: Theory, Research, and Issues 
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Evaluation of Students 
 

http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/catalog/
http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/catalog/
http://www.iup.edu/commencement/howto/default.aspx
http://www.iup.edu/commencement/howto/default.aspx
http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/catalog/
http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/catalog/
http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/
http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/
http://www.iup.edu/thesismanual/default.aspx
http://www.iup.edu/thesismanual/default.aspx
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at least two semesters to complete. Students should familiarize themselves with the due dates established by 
the School of Graduate Studies and Research and plan accordingly.  Due dates may be found at 
http://www.iup.edu/page.aspx?id=16683 . 

 
The tradition in our department is to have a three-person thesis committee. This committee includes one 
faculty member acting as the committee’s chairperson and the student’s research advisor. Two additional 
faculty members complete the committee. Interested students should first contact a member of the 
faculty who shares a similar research interest to discuss the prospect of completing a thesis.  After this 
initial meeting, the student should develop a concept paper that briefly describes the research the student 
would like to conduct.  This concept paper is typically four to five pages long, and once completed, it can 
be distributed to faculty members who may be asked to join the thesis committee.  After forming the 
committee, the student should work closely with his/her thesis chair and develop a timeline for 
completing the various stages of the research.   
 
A student’s thesis committee determines when the project is ready for defense of the proposal and the 
completed thesis project. Once scheduled, all defense meetings are open, which means all faculty and 
students are welcome to attend, and ask relevant questions, if appropriate. A two week notice is required 
by the department for each defense meeting. 
 
 
Evaluation Outcome for Thesis (Campus Student Thesis Track) 
 
The first stage of the thesis project is to write a research proposal that will generally include (but is not 
limited to) an introduction chapter, a literature review, and a proposed methodology. This thesis 
proposal must then be orally defended, with a pass or fail result, in front of their thesis committee. After 
a successful (pass) defense, the student is permitted to conduct the thesis research. This research will lead 
to the final chapters of the thesis, the Results, and the Conclusions.  Once these chapters are completed, 
the final thesis must then be orally defended in front of the thesis committee. Before either defense, it 
must be publicly announced two weeks prior to the actual defense date and a copy of the document 
placed under the mailboxes in the departmental mailroom. Essentially5 12 Tf
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University Policy and Procedure 
 

University Policy is the baseline policy.  
Programs may have policy that is more stringent than the University baseline policy; however, not less 
stringent than the University baseline policy.  For questions regarding this statement, please contact Dr. 
Jonathan Cooper or Dr. Jennifer Gossett, or the School of Graduate Studies and Research. 

 
Academic Calendar 
View the IUP Academic Calendar:  

http://www.iup.edu/news-events/calendar/academic/
http://www.iup.edu/news-events/calendar/academic/
http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/catalog/
http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/catalog/
http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/catalog/
http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/catalog/
http://www.iup.edu/studentconduct/thesource/
http://www.iup.edu/studentconduct/thesource/
http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/catalog/
http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/catalog/
http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/catalog/
http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/catalog/
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(typically nine or twelve), or the number of thesis credits required by their program of study (typically 
three to six), she or he must register for one dissertation or one thesis credit each semester (Fall and 
Spring) annually through the graduation of the student or until the time limit is exceeded (See Time 
Limitation Policy for doctoral or master’s students). For this period, the student will be considered a full-
time doctoral or masters student. 
 
All dissertation and thesis credits will be pass/fail credits. Students must complete the minimum number 
of dissertation or master’s thesis credits required by their program, but may take additional dissertation 
or thesis credits as is necessary to comply with the Continuous Graduate Registration for Dissertation 
and Thesis policy. 

Until the dissertation or thesis is successfully defended, a grade of “R” will be assigned to each registered b
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http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/catalog/
http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/catalog/
http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/
http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/
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Reexamination Policy: Candidacy/Comprehensive 

http://www.iup.edu/registrar/students/registration/
http://www.iup.edu/registrar/students/registration/
http://www.iup.edu/bursar/
http://www.iup.edu/bursar/
http://www.iup.edu/socialequity/
http://www.iup.edu/socialequity/
http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/catalog/
http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/catalog/
http://www.iup.edu/studentconduct/policies/
http://www.iup.edu/studentconduct/policies/
http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/catalog/
http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/catalog/
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provided. The student must submit the written appeal to the Dean of the SGSR within 30 days of 
receipt of the dismissal letter.   
 
Upon receipt of the written appeal to the Dean of the SGSR will conduct an investigation of the 
allegation, review the documentation and render a final decision which completes the appeal process. 
The final decision rendered by the Dean of the SGSR may not be appealed. 
 
If it is found that policy/and/or procedure has been violated, the Dean of the SGSR will rescind the 
dismissal.  
 
a. Masters student time limitation (see Time Limitations policy) may be extended through student 
petition to the Assistant Dean of the SGSR. The program coordinator on behalf of the student, no later 
than the first day  of the month of the student’s time-to-degree expiration date, makes the request to the 
Dean (or designee) of the SGSR. The request must include justification for the extension. Official 
documentation to justify the request for the extension and the amount of time will be required by the 
Dean (or designee) of SGSR to support the request. 
  
b. Doctoral candidate time limitation (see Time Limitations policy) may be extended through 
student petition. The program coordinator on behalf of the student, no later than the first day  of the 
month of the student’s time-to-degree expiration date, makes the request to the Dean (or designee) of the 
SGSR. The request must include justification for the extension. Official documentation will be required 
to justify the requests for the extension and amount of time by the Dean (or designee) of the SGSR to 
support the request.  
 
No time extensions are considered for doctoral students unless all degree requirements other than 
dissertation (including the approval of the research topic and IRB, if needed) have been completed by the 
expiration of the seven-year time limit (see Time Limitations policy). 
 
Title IX Reporting Requirement 
For more information regarding Title IX Reporting Requirement policy

http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/catalog/
http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/catalog/


http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/catalog/
http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/catalog/
http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/
http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/
http://www.iup.edu/arl/
http://www.iup.edu/arl/
http://www.iup.edu/irb/
http://www.iup.edu/irb/
http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/
http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/
http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/catalog/
http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/catalog/
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Signature Page 

 
 

My signature below indicates that I am responsible for reading and understanding the information 
provided and referenced in this department/program student handbook. 
 

_____ [please initial] I understand my program coordinator may share this document with the School of 
Graduate Studies and Research. 
 
 
 
______________________________________ 
Print Name 
 
 
 
______________________________________ 
Signature                                    
 
 
 
______________________________________ 
Date 

 
 
 
 

Submit to the Master’s Coordinator by September 1 (fall admits)/ February 1 (spring admits)  
 

The department will keep this signed document on file. 
 
 

 
 
 

 


