Famous and Notable People with Disabllities

The following is a list of famous and notable people who have disabilities, including what they are
known for, where they went to college and what degrees they hold, and what types of disabilities
they have. The list is divided into sections based on the following disability categories: learning
disabilities; ADD/ADHD; Autism Spectrum Disorder/Asperger syndrome; psychological/mental
health; deaf, hard of hearing, and hearing loss; blind, visually impaired, low vision, and vision loss;
physical and mobility disabilities, and health conditions.

Learning Disabilities

Person (Job/Known For; Disability) University/School Attend ed, Degree(s) References
Obtained

Carol Mosely Braun (Former U.S. Senator from B.A. in Political Science from the University | 1234
lllinois, U.S. Ambassador to New Zealand, first of lllinois (1969) and J.D. from the
African-American woman Senator, and Visiting University of Chicago School of Law (1972)
Professor of Political Science, Dyslexia)
Gavin Newsom (Lieutenant Governor of B.S. in Political Science from Santa Clara 123
California, Dyslexia) University (1989)
Michael Bennet (U.S. Senator from Colorado and | B.A. in History from Wesleyan University 12
former Superintendent of Denver Public Schools, | (1987) and J.D. from Yale Law School
Dyslexia) (1993)
Kendrick Meek (Former U.S. Representative from  B.S. in Criminal Justice from Florida A&M 12

Florida, Dyslexia)

University (1989)




John Chambers (CEO of Cisco, Dyslexia) Bachelor’'s degree in Business (1971) and a
law degree (1974) from West Virginia
University, and an MBA i


http://www.businessinsider.com/ceo-learning-disabilities-2011-5
https://www.britannica.com/biography/John-T-Chambers
https://www.britannica.com/biography/John-T-Chambers
http://www.businessinsider.com/ceo-learning-disabilities-2011-5
https://www.forbes.com/profile/charles-schwab/
http://www.businessinsider.com/ceo-learning-disabilities-2011-5
https://astrumpeople.com/ingvar-kamprad-biography-success-story-of-ikea-founder/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/shivaunefield/2018/01/31/barbara-corcoran-on-dyslexia-the-power-of-empathy-and-oprah-as-president/#5ef757f25e52
https://www.cicu.org/member-colleges-universities/distinguished-alumni/corcoran
https://www.understood.org/en/learning-attention-issues/personal-stories/famous-people/successful-entrepreneurs-with-learning-and-attention-issues#slide-5
https://www.understood.org/en/learning-attention-issues/personal-stories/famous-people/successful-entrepreneurs-with-learning-and-attention-issues#slide-10
https://dianeswonk.com/speaking-bio/
https://www.understood.org/en/learning-attention-issues/personal-stories/famous-people/successful-entrepreneurs-with-learning-and-attention-issues#slide-12
https://www.forbes.com/sites/forbestreptalks/2016/06/29/a-dyslexic-entrepreneur-says-his-disability-helped-him-build-a-3-6m-company/#77dff77a1858
https://www.understood.org/en/learning-attention-issues/personal-stories/stories-by-adults/5-questions-with-stan-gloss-entrepreneur-with-dyslexia
https://www.understood.org/en/learning-attention-issues/personal-stories/famous-people/successful-entrepreneurs-with-learning-and-attention-issues#slide-13
http://headstrongnation.org/about-us/who-we-are
https://law.stanford.edu/stanford-lawyer/articles/ben-foss-advocating-for-equal-access-to-knowledge/
http://www.wesleyan.edu/cfa/events/2015/05-2015/05232015ben-foss.html
http://www.ldonline.org/firstperson/Benjamin_Foss
http://www.businessinsider.com/tech-leaders-with-dyslexia-2015-2#clearwires-craig-mccaw-6
https://www.forbes.com/profile/craig-mccaw/
http://www.nndb.com/people/423/000118069/
http://www.businessinsider.com/ceo-learning-disabilities-2011-5
http://www.businessinsider.com/tech-leaders-with-dyslexia-2015-2#turner-broadcastings-ted-turner-7
https://www.biography.com/people/ted-turner-9512255
http://www.browndailyherald.com/2004/09/20/putting-past-behind-him-ted-turner-60-builds-strong-relationship-with-university/
http://www.businessinsider.com/business-titans-who-overcame-dyslexia-2013-10?op=1#john-reed-6
https://www.webcitation.org/67fS4JgX6?url=http://www.washjeff.edu/education-lifetime/reed-john
http://news.mit.edu/2010/corporation-head-0412
https://www.cnn.com/2013/08/20/us/john-reed-fast-facts/index.html
http://dyslexia.yale.edu/story/nancy-brinker/
http://www.businessinsider.com/business-titans-who-overcame-dyslexia-2013-10?op=1#nancy-brinker-8
http://www.notablebiographies.com/newsmakers2/2007-A-Co/Brinker-Nancy.html#ixzz2a3H9IABc
http://www.chattanoogan.com/2008/3/5/123372/Ellsworth-McKee-From-Lean-Times-To.aspx
http://www.businessinsider.com/business-titans-who-overcame-dyslexia-2013-10?op=1#od-mckee-12
http://www.mckeefoods.com/downloads/2014Historybrochurefinal.pdf
https://www.dyslexia.com/famous/gary-cohn/
http://www.businessinsider.com/business-titans-who-overcame-dyslexia-2013-10?op=1#gary-cohn-16
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/gary-cohn
http://dyslexia.yale.edu/story/david-boies/
https://www.dyslexia.com/famous/david-boies/
https://www.bloomberg.com/research/stocks/private/person.asp?personId=7434388&privcapId=2377471&previousCapId=253343353&previousTitle=Metabiota,%20Inc
http://dyslexia.yale.edu/story/ann-bancroft/
https://around.uoregon.edu/ann-bancroft

Keith L. Magee, Th. D. (Pastor and community
leader, Dyslexia)

Doctorate in Theology from Harvard Divinity
School, also studied at Ohio University,
Georgetown, the University of
Pennsylvania, the University of London
School of Oriental and African Studies, and
Grace International Bible College in Ohio


http://dyslexia.yale.edu/story/stuart-yudofsky-m-d/

Fellowship in 1986 and the Romer-Simpson Price
in 2013, Dyslexia)

David Schoenbrod (Trustee Professor of Law at Graduated magna cum laude from Yale 12
New York’s Law School, Dyslexia) University with a B.A. (1963), a graduate
degree in economics (B. Phil) as a Marshall
Scholar from Oxford University (1965), and
a law degree (LL.B) from Yale University
(1968)
Rafael Galvan (Attorney with Orrick’s Energy and | B.A. from the State University of New York |12
Infrastructure Group, Dyslexia) at Albany (1995), J.D. from the University of
Pennsylvania Law School (1998)
Bonnie Patten (Attorney and executive director of | B.A. in Economics, African-American 12
Truth in Advertising, Dylexia) Studies from the University of Pennsylvania
(1989) and a J.D. from Boston University
School of Law (1992)
Maggie Aderin-Pocock, Ph. D. (Space scientist, BSc in Physics (1990) and a Ph.D. in 12345

science educator, and Honorary Research
Associate in University College London’s
Department of Physics and Astronomy, Dyslexia)

Mechanical Engineering (1994) from
Imperial College London









https://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/profiles/results/directory/profile/5353763/kay-jamison
https://psychiatry.unm.edu/community/Public%20Programs/past-lect/jamison.html
https://myhero.com/Kay_Jamison
https://www.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2011/11/a-conversation-with-kay-redfield-jamison-professor-of-psychiatry/247995/
http://weblaw.usc.edu/about/news/?id=3773
http://weblaw.usc.edu/faculty/?id=300
https://www.cnn.com/2012/08/12/opinion/saks-mental-illness/index.html



https://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/economic-sciences/laureates/1994/nash-bio.html
https://www.livingwithschizophreniauk.org/john-nash/
https://www.jkrowling.com/about/
http://www.howibeatdepression.com/how-jk-rowling-beat-depression/
http://www.suicide.org/jk-rowling-considered-suicide.html
https://www.space.com/16280-buzz-aldrin.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/21/magazine/21fob-q4-t.html
https://www.jsc.nasa.gov/Bios/htmlbios/aldrin-b.html
http://www.notablebiographies.com/supp/Supplement-A-Bu-and-Obituaries/Bondevik-Kjell-Magne.html
http://www.oslocenter.no/en/about/employee/kjell-magne-bondevik/
https://berkleycenter.georgetown.edu/people/kjell-magne-bondevik
https://www.biography.com/people/barbara-bush-9232727
https://www.nytimes.com/1994/09/08/us/in-memoir-barbara-bush-recalls-private-trials-of-a-political-life.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20130726123655/http:/articles.philly.com:80/1990-05-22/news/25886573_1_barbara-bush-doggie-bag-volunteer-work
http://www.firstladies.org/biographies/firstladies.aspx?biography=42
http://www.anb.org/view/10.1093/anb/9780198606697.001.0001/anb-9780198606697-e-0700763
https://www.lawtonchilesfoundation.org/biography
http://articles.latimes.com/1990-04-14/news/mn-1012_1_lawton-chiles
http://www.cnn.com/ALLPOLITICS/stories/1999/06/16/president.2000/mrsgore.biography/
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/story?id=123086&page=1
https://www.entrepreneur.com/article/275614
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jasonsaltzman/
https://www.levo.com/posts/15-successful-people-on-their-struggles-with-anxiety
https://www.penguin.com.au/authors/caiseal-mor
https://blog.donnawilliams.net/2007/04/22/bestselling-novelist-caiseal-mor-comes-out-as-autistic/
https://books.google.com/books?id=IwIQBQAAQBAJ&pg=PA185&lpg=PA185&dq=Caiseal+M%C3%B3r+dissociative+identity+disorder&source=bl&ots=v_YGMHxO5y&sig=Oma4r63PWp8ZFzZ3A5PtC7WDu1U&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwia6LjSxcbaAhUyTd8KHW1yBtsQ6AEIUTAE#v=onepage&q=Caiseal%20M%C3%B3r%20dissociative%20identity%20disorder&f=false
https://www.amazon.com/Blessing-Curse-Autism-Me/dp/184310573X
https://www.fantasticfiction.com/m/caiseal-mor/
https://www.nod.org/board-tridge/
http://bioguide.congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay.pl?index=r000243
http://www.gallaudet.edu/about/history-and-traditions/i-king-jordan
http://www.myosceolalibrary.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Bio-of-Gallaudet-University.pdf
https://www.washingtonian.com/2006/03/01/gallaudet-university-interview-with-former-president-i-king-jordan/
https://dhhcouncil.wisconsin.gov/dhhfiles/pdf/Cerf.pdf
https://www.internetsociety.org/author/cerf/
https://www.nasa.gov/audience/foreducators/rocketry/home/konstantin-tsiolkovsky.html
https://www.encyclopedia.com/people/science-and-technology/space-exploration-biographies/konstantin-eduardovich-tsiolkovsky

Ella Mae Lentz (Author, poet, teacher, and Dual bachelor’'s degrees in Drama and
advocate, Deaf) English from Gallaudet University (1975)


http://www.aslpresents.com/ella.html
https://www.handspeak.com/culture/index.php?id=115
https://www.parliament.nz/en/mps-and-electorates/former-members-of-parliament/mathers-mojo/
http://www.stuff.co.nz/national/politics/6017034/Mojo-Mathers-set-to-be-New-Zealands-first-deaf-MP
https://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/chemistry/laureates/1975/cornforth-bio.html
https://www.twu.edu/dsc/warcup-cornforthI.htm
http://www-history.mcs.st-and.ac.uk/Biographies/Ollerenshaw.html
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Kathleen-Ollerenshaw
https://www.agnesscott.edu/lriddle/women/ollerenshaw.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20110716215519/http:/www.the-news-leader.com/news/article/4571152
https://suethomasfbeye.com/
https://www.sciencenewsforstudents.org/article/disabilities-dont-stop-these-experts-science-and-tech
https://my.gallaudet.edu/caroline-solomon
https://web.archive.org/web/20130624073111/www.todaystmj4.com/features/specialassignment/207948851.html
https://www.healthgrades.com/physician/dr-joshua-reiher-y9p72nz
http://www.ucdmc.ucdavis.edu/welcome/features/20070207_som_deaf_resident/index.html
https://www.the-hospitalist.org/hospitalist/article/126141/deaf-hospitalist-focuses-teaching-co-management-patient-centered-care
http://som.uthscsa.edu/StudentAffairs/veritas-moreland.asp
http://sci.gallaudet.edu/DS/deafpages.html
http://www.zak.co.il/a/stuff/omer/eng/bio.html
https://www.ryerson.ca/woodcock/
https://www.ryerson.ca/woodcock/about/
https://www.ryerson.ca/sophe/people/faculty/kathryn-woodcock/
http://www.geo.umass.edu/faculty/cooke/Cooke.html
http://www.geo.umass.edu/faculty/cooke/CV.html
https://www.ryerson.ca/ecs/people/faculty/jason-nolan/
https://www.ryerson.ca/woodcock/deaf/pages/phd/



https://nfb.oarliamealympic&utm_te9/H/I/RectURI(httpI/RectURI(httpI/RectURI(httpI/RectURI(httpI/RectURI(httpI/Re0s://nfb.oarl)SP-crea<</S5328937&sport5326]/&p/URI/532681727&Wieaf_Gaeve=-1tURI(httpI/RectURI(httpI/Recusaswimm-di/Re0sdocs/default-ic&utmfbeye.com/ydocupI/ReccIDognif2a3/zorninfod_r7.pdf?sfvrsn=5w.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizeseamusa/Re0sUS-PURI(httpIs/Fom/physici16/MS/UR/23oarl-M013-DIDocom/d-Aenshte-Youvratev?noHeard-Of-Meet-55-Ttev-Meddmc.ucTrischa-Zorn-Huds-these-experts-scienceURI(9us/ndb062407><</S/831/0001214ecthese-experts-scienceURI(9us3-8yctml?diaofarkansas.net/3-8yctml?dia/3-tm-ndetame-crex?3-tm--of245lle-code-for)>><<ncRI/URIalchetrI/UR240Chris-Holeve,-BarI/-Holeve.comRichmondhese-experts-scienceURI(9uschartwell 0]/H/URUR240 0]/H/U/chris-holevethese-experts-scienceURIchrisholeve/S/Uuco.il/a-chris/m/physici16/MS/UR/23oarl-M013-DIDocom/d-Aenshte-Youvratev?noHeard-Of-Meet-55-Ttev-Meddmc.ucTrischa-Zorn-Huds-these-expertAS/Type/Bo04/Typx-chris/mse-9shol3aa0ddmocnf<<ncRI63H3ts-scienceURIchrisholeve/S/Uuco.iyrdhese-et7-RI(5-ysi/S/ddo.afb.org1W2Zorne9u4W2Zorne9u4W2Zorne9s5/I/RectURI(httpI/RectURI(httpI/RectURI(httpI/RectURI(httpI/Re>><<unecom/brai7/0yct8/de-a1f23cd-blind-lieutenant-(htt/831/0001214ecthese-experts-(ht.ri//www-asl-fac-stafftpI//Pmc.r/Hauser?width=700&height=410&ifrm-d=menealthgrades.com/physician/drct=on&uma/ReccIw.he/S/Youvraeso<unndex(httpneedsies-dont-stop-these-exper-focinecuml 0)>><</eptorn-ily-r-focine/phf?sp-zazoiscmdchris/mse-9shol3aa0ddmocnf<<cnncom/brai5ss/p20noredir/human-facth-vphf?sp-zazois/web/20130624073111/www.todaystmj4.com/ml 0iganddmcts-scicoaswnt/207phf?sp-zazoisype/Anno543><</S/URI/URI(https://brailleworks.com/braille-resources/famous90.3792 175.849 5031.215 609.413]/Struc9Parent 256/Subtype/Link/Type/Anno4><</A 515 0 R/BS<</S/S/Type/Border/W 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect90.3792 1239.594 031.215 609.413]/Struc9arent 255/Subtype/Link/Type/Annot>><</A 446 0 R/BS<</S/S/Type/Border/W 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[154.1ect[519.87 1622.741 685.806]/Struc9Parent 254/Subtype/Link/Type/Anno4>><</A 497 0 R/BS<</S/S/Type/Border/W 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect154.1ect[554.4341622.741 685.806]/Struc9Parent 253/Subtype/Link/Typ
https://www.nytimes.com/2013/10/07/us/abraham-nemeth-creator-of-a-braille-code-for

Richard H. Bernstein (Lawyer and Michigan Graduated summa cum laude with a B.A. 1234

Supreme Court Justice, Legally Blind) from the University of Michigan (1996), J.D.
from Northwestern University School of Law

(1999)


http://www.micourthistory.org/justices/bernstein/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/justice-is-blind-for-michigan-residents/
https://mirsnews.com/sc_bio.php?lid=14
https://brailleworks.com/braille-resources/famous-people-with-visual-impairments/
https://www.sciencenewsforstudents.org/article/disabilities-dont-stop-these-experts-science-and-tech
https://www.nasa.gov/centers/goddard/about/people/Wanda_Diaz-Merced.html
https://www.ted.com/speakers/wanda_diaz_merced
http://remezcla.com/features/culture/puerto-rican-astrophysicist-stars-sound/
https://blogs.scientificamerican.com/voices/making-astronomy-accessible-for-the-visually-impaired/
https://www.femmedechem.com/home/wanda-diaz-merced
http://people.com/archive/everyone-is-handicapped-in-some-way-says-david-hartman-phi-bete-husband-doctor-and-blind-vol-6-no-15/
http://medicine.vtc.vt.edu/people/david-w-hartman/
https://www.carilionclinic.org/providers/david-w-hartman-md
https://www.gettysburg.edu/news_events/press_release_detail.dot?id=e96596d0-e407-48e7-853a-f32790091788
https://nfb.org/images/nfb/publications/bm/bm10/bm1010/bm101008.htm
http://www.nbcnews.com/id/7318398/#.WsONHGsUncs
https://www.va.gov/health/NewsFeatures/2013/June/Blind-Doc-at-VA-Sees-Patients-Differently.asp
https://onwisconsin.uwalumni.com/features/seeing-potential/
http://www.hfcdhp.org/wp-content/uploads/Blind-Physicians-Current-Practice.pdf
https://nfb.org/Images/nfb/Publications/bm/bm04/bm0401/bm040106.htm
https://www.nytimes.com/2010/02/16/nyregion/16experience.html
http://www.hfcdhp.org/wp-content/uploads/Blind-Physicians-Current-Practice.pdf
http://www.hfcdhp.org/wp-content/uploads/Blind-Physicians-Current-Practice.pdf
https://abilitymagazine.com/FDR_westernU.html
http://www.tonydeblois.com/
https://www.ranker.com/list/famous-people-with-autism/celebrity-lists
http://www.post-gazette.com/local/region/2013/05/19/Meghan-Wilson-s-impossible-dream-to-be-doctor-comes-true/stories/201305190253
http://www.post-gazette.com/region/2013/05/19/Meghan-Wilson-s-story-inspires-others/stories/201305190232#ixzz2TlFy1SyW

Dr. Thomas Strax (Physician [Physiatrist], B.A. from New York University (1963), M.D. |12
Professor and Chairman of the Department of from the New York University School of
Rehabilitation Medicine at the UMDNJ-Robert Medicine

Wood Johnson Medical School, and Medical

Director of the JFK Johnson Rehabilitation

Institute, Cerebral Palsy)

Janet Reno (First female U.S. Attorney General, B.S. in Chemistry from Cornell University, 123
Parkinson’s Disease) J.D. from Harvard Law School (1963)

Bob Dole (Former member of the U.S. House and | B.A. and LL.B from Washburn University 12
U.S. Senate from Kansas and the 1996 (1952)

Republican Party’s presidential candidate,

paralyzed right arm and hand)

Wilma Mankiller (First women Chief of the Bachelor’'s degree in Social Sciences from |12

Cherokee Nation and Women'’s Rights Activist,
Myasthenia Gravis [neuromuscular disease])

Flaming Rainbow University, completed
graduate courses at the University of
Arkansas



http://www.hfcdhp.org/wp-content/uploads/Thomas-Strax.pdf
https://health.usnews.com/doctors/thomas-strax-872660
http://tech.mit.edu/V115/N57/reno.57w.html
https://www.nytimes.com/1995/11/17/us/reno-discloses-diagnosis-of-parkinson-s-disease.html
http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2016/11/07/former-us-attorney-general-janet-reno-dies-at-78.html
https://www.biography.com/people/bob-dole-9276436
http://bioguide.congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay.pl?index=d000401
https://www.biography.com/people/wilma-mankiller-214109
http://www.nativepartnership.org/site/PageServer?pagename=aief_hist_nna_wilmamankiller
https://lemelson.mit.edu/resources/charles-steinmetz
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Charles-Proteus-Steinmetz
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/charles-proteus-steinmetz-the-wizard-of-schenectady-51912022/
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Justin-Dart-Jr
http://www.nndb.com/people/133/000168626/
https://www.dol.gov/general/aboutdol/hallofhonor/2010_dart
https://www.sciencenewsforstudents.org/article/disabilities-dont-stop-these-experts-science-and-tech
https://www.entsoc.org/richard-mankin
https://www.cnn.com/2015/02/13/africa/farida-bedwei-ghanaian-software-genius/index.html
https://gh.linkedin.com/in/farida-bedwei-3013556
http://techcabal.com/2015/02/16/software-architect-cerebral-palsy/
https://www.aaas.org/news/engineers-disabilities-describe-creative-persistent-strategies-they-took-succeed
https://users.ece.cmu.edu/%7Epileggi/people/larry-pileggi-ph-d/
https://www.ece.cmu.edu/directory/department/faculty/P/Larry_Pileggi_141.html
https://upclosed.com/people/amy-sequenzia/
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/ariane-zurcher/autism_b_1871276.html
http://autisticadvocacy.org/about-asan/leadership/

Health Conditions

Person (Job/Known For; Disability) University/School Attended, Degree(s) References
Obtained
John F. Kennedy (35" President of the United Graduated cum laude with a B.A. in 12
States, Addison’s Disease) Government with a concentration on
international affairs from Harvard University
(1940), audited graduate classes at the
Stanford Graduate School of Business
(circa 1940)
Naomi Ondrasek (Biologist at the University of Ph.D. in Integrative Biology from University | 12
California, Davis, Autoimmune disease [lrritable of California, Berkeley (2013), Fellowship at
Bowel Disease] the University of California, Davis
Michelle Bachmann (Politician, former member of | B.A. from Winona State University (1978), 123
the United States House of Representatives, and | J.D. from Oral Roberts University (1986),
candidate for the Republican homination in the LL.M in Tax Law from William & Mary Law
2012 United States presidential election, School (1988)
Migraines)
Howard Bloom (Author and former publicist for Graduated from New York University 1

singers and bands such as Prince, Billy Joel, and
Styx, Chronic Fatigue Syndrome)



https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/lifestyle/wellness/1992/10/06/jfks-addisons-disease/aceb473c-a5dc-4199-9453-d3fcd3b18312/?utm_term=.0efd7dc1fe7d
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2013/08/the-medical-ordeals-of-jfk/309469/
https://www.sciencenewsforstudents.org/article/disabilities-dont-stop-these-experts-science-and-tech
http://www.navasotaexaminer.com/lifestyles/article_98e8a8c0-f3e7-11e2-ae75-0019bb2963f4.html
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