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of the differences in student grades. On the other hand, differences in class attendance account for
almost 40 percent of differences in grades. Each class a student misses lowers his/her final average by
about three percentage points. Since the "typical" student misses almost 20 percent of the classes, that

adds up to a mess of D and F grades.

Other researchers report similar results. Attendance matters. Yet, attendance levels are falling over
time. What should we do? We can try to make our classes interesting and worthwhile, but even the most
popular instructors lecture to empty seats. Should we require attendance? Should we force students to

come to class?

Current IUP policy forbids faculty to use attendance in determining grades. Faculty can
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[GDP] does not allow for the health of our children, the quality of their education, or the joy of
their play. It does not include the beauty of our poetry or the strength of our marriages, the intelligence
of our public debate or the integrity of our public officials. It measures neither our courage, nor our
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Americans.

Overblown political rhetoric? Yes. Does it ring a bit hollow coming from someone about as familiar
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