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I n 2007, 45 million Americans (about 15% 

of our population) and 8.3 million children 

did not have health insurance.  In 2006, the 

U.S. devoted 15.3% of its GDP to health care 
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and the U.K. have universal health care cov-

erage and better overall health outcomes. 

In 2006, only 7.6% of adults reported hav-

ing unmet medical needs.  Of the 45 million 

Americans without health insurance, ap-

proximately 25% are eligible for insurance 

through current government programs 

(including about 75% of uninsured children) 

and another 19% could afford coverage with-

out public assistance.  In addition, health 

care and insurance are goods like any other.  

If people want them, they are available for 

purchase.  If you believe that health care and 

insurance are special goods (like food or 

housing), then we can subsidize coverage for 

those with a proven need (like we do with 

food and housing).  If you consider health 

care an absolute right, you may be more 

concerned about the lack of coverage but you 

also need to recognize that guaranteed cov-

erage must also be either forced coverage 

(through taxation) or include de facto cover-

age which is likely to be expensive and heav-

ily used because, if given the choice, there 
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One of the joys of being retired is that you can do whatever you want when you want.  For me, I always wanted to go 

to baseball spring training in Florida.  My first experience with spring training was in 1996, during my sabbatical.  I knew 

then that I wanted to do this on a regular basis.  As a result of this very pleasant experience, my wife and I have been to 

spring training every year since 2002.  We go to the spring training home of the 

Boston Red Sox in Fort Myers, Florida.  We have season tickets and when we get to 

)RUW�0\HUV�DQG�DWWHQG�WKH�ILUVW�JDPH�LW·V�OLNH�D�IDPLO\�UHXQLRQ���(YHU\RQH�ZKR�VLWV�

around us is also a season ticketholder. 

One of the things I like about spring training is the intimacy of the parks.  City 

of Palms Park, the home of the Red Sox, has a seating capacity of 7,290.  No mat-
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pects that the team is developing.  You watch these young players and you can 

see what the team might look like in a few years down the road. 

The game of March 23, 2009, between the Red Sox and the Detroit Tigers 

attracted a paid attendance of 8,278, the largest in the 17-year history of City of 

Palms Park.  The previous mark of 8,749 was set on March 5, 2007, against the 
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nice to be able to say you were there for most of those sellouts. 

 Anyone having an interest in baseball should consider going to Florida or Arizona for spring training.  I highly recom-

mend it.  GO SOX.  (Editors note:  You can communicate with Dr. Martel at amartel@auxmail.iup.edu.) 

If It’s Spring, It’s Spring Training for Dr. Martel 

           Dr. Arthur H. Martel 

       On March 25, 2009, Dr. David Yerger gave the opening one-hour talk for the IUP Cares Symposium "Economic 

&ULVLV���%UDFLQJ�IRU�&KDQJH�µ��7KLV�ZDV�WKH�WKLUG�V\PSRVLXP�RIIHUHG�E\�,83�ZKLFK�LV�IUHH�DQG�RSHQ�WR�WKH�FRPPXQLW\���

The first symposium held in 2007 was on diabetes; the second symposium held in 2008 was on child obesity.  Each 

\HDU·V�,83�&DUHV�6\PSRVLXP�IHDWXUHV�D�NH\QRWH�VSHDNHU���7KLV�\HDU�LW�ZDV�%LOO�)ODQDJDQ��([HFXWLYH�9LFH�3UHVLGHQW�RI�

Corporate Relations for the Allegheny Conference on Community Development.  

The event was sponsored by Ameriprise Financial Services Inc., Eagle Strategies 

LLC, First Commonwealth Bank, and PNC Bank. 

       'U��<HUJHU·V�WDON���2YHUYLHZ�RI�WKH�(FRQRPLF�&ULVLV��DQG�3ROLF\�5HVSRQVHV�WR�

the Crisis," covered the most important factors at work creating the crisis, the 
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Congratulations to retired professor John Cross and his wife Angela on the birth 

of their son, John Arthur, on December 1, 2008! 

 

Dr. Sarah Jackson presented the paper, "Family Income, Family Aid, and College 

Choice" at the Midwest Economic Association Conference on March 22, 2009, in  

Cleveland, OH. 
 

Dr. Sarah Jackson discussed the financial crisis on the GlobalAlert Radio Show  

WIUP (90.1 FM) on March 19, 2009. 
 

This spring Dr. Sarah Jackson lead a series of 5 non-credit workshops titled 

"Analyzing Contemporary Issues" in conjunction with IUP Continuing Education 

program this spring semester. 

 

Dr. James J. Jozefowicz attended the National Association of Economic Educators 

Professional Development Conference in Las Vegas, NV, on March 8-9.  Jim co-

chairs the NAEE Professional Development Committee and helped to organize 

the conference. 
 

´&KRRVLQJ�D�¶3DSHU�3UHJQDQF\�·�'HWHUPLQDQWV�RI�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�&KLOG�$GRSWLRQV�

&RPSOHWHG�E\�8�6��3DUHQWV�µ�FR-authored by Dr. Stephanie M. Jozefowicz, Tiffany 

0��+LFNV��·���, and Dr. James J. Jozefowicz has been published in the National 

Social Science Journal. 
 

 ´$�%OXHSULQW�IRU�6XFFHVV�LQ�WKH�8�6��)LOP�,QGXVWU\�µ�FR-authored by Dr. Stephanie 

M. Jozefowicz, Dr. James J. Jozefowicz, and -DVRQ�0��.HOOH\��·���, was published 

in the February 2009 issue of Applied Economics. 
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United States from 1996 to 2006.  The methodology extends previous research by accounting both for similarity in export pro-

files across nations and for the absolute size of export sales by each nation.  They identify changes over time in the importance 

of different world regions as competitors to West Africa nations, and highlight the product groups most responsible for West 

$IULFD·V�FRPSHWLWLYH�H[SRVXUH�WR�RWKHU�ZRUOG�UHJLRQV�RQ�VDOHV�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV� 
 

´([FKDQJH�5DWH�3DVV-7KURXJK�WKH�8�6��&UXGH�2LO�3ULFHV���$�9$5�0RGHO�$QDO\VLVµ�FR-authored with Jui-Chi Huang (Penn State 

Berks, Reading, PA).  The recent observations of a weaker dollar and higher gasoline prices have led us, among others in the 

field of economics, to ponder the relevance of the correlation between the dollar and price of gasoline.  Numerous conducted 

studies provide and support evidence of almost a one-to-one positive relationship between the crude oil prices and the price of 
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