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Thomas Simmons (PhD, Saint John's University); Professor  

Josiah Townsend (PhD, University of Florida); Professor  

Holly Travis (DEd, Indiana University of Pennsylvania); Professor  

Michael Tyree (PhD, Virginia Tech University); Associate Professor  

Daniel Widzowski (PhD, University of Rochester); Associate Professor  

Ellen Yerger (PhD, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign); Associate Professor  

Admission 
Students must possess a bachelor’s degree (BA or BS) from an accredited college or university. The degree 
should include a major in biology or a branch of biology, one year of inorganic chemistry, one semester of 
organic chemistry, and one semester of calculus or statistics. Applicants with undergraduate deficiencies may 
be required to register for appropriate courses. The applicant’s grade point average must be at least 2.6, or 
submit a Miller Analogies Test score greater than 47. Keep in mind that these are the minimum scores to be 
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Financial Assistance 
Graduate Assistantships 
A limited number of graduate assistantships (GAs) are awarded to qualified students. Full time students can be 
eligible for 20-hour, 10-hour, or 8-hour per week GAs.   

o Graduate Assistantships at IUP - Costs and Financial Aid - Graduate Admissions - Admissions - IUP 
o Office of Financial Aid:  www.iup.edu/financialaid/ 

Academic Advisement 
The Graduate Coordinator serves as the academic advisor for all Biology graduate students (not to be confused 
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IUP Email 
 

IUP offers an email account to all active students. Your IUP email address is the primary means by with 
the university will contact you with official information and you should use for all IUP official 
communications. It is your responsibility to check your IUP email regularly. 
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What Can You Expect from the School of Graduate Studies and Research (SGSR)?  
 
Graduate education and research are critical components of IUP. The SGSR personnel are responsive and 
supportive and can assist with a range of questions or concerns. Areas the SGSR can assist with include: 
registration, University-wide policies and procedures, research funding, conducting responsible research, 
formatting your thesis or dissertation, deadlines, graduation, graduate assistantships, transfer credits, and more.  
Visit www.iup.edu/graduatestudies for additional information and a link to personnel who can assist. 
 
The SGSR will also field any questions or concerns you may have about your graduate experience and will work 
with you to resolve challenges that may arise.  
 
What Can the Faculty and SGSR Personnel Expect from You?  
 
We expect that you will work hard to earn your degree, complete work and course assignments by the deadlines 
provided by faculty members, and demonstrate professional integrity and academic honesty at all times. Civility 
is a valued trait at IUP and we expect every student to exhibit this trait.  
 
We expect you to be aware of happenings outside of your project and thesis topic. You should be aware of 
current world events and significant changes occurring at the university. Our goal is to produce well-rounded 
alumni whose knowledge and awareness has both breadth and depth. 
 
It is critically important that you communicate regularly with your thesis advisor and Graduate Coordinator. 
These are the most important people for helping ensure your success at IUP. 

 

Course Descriptions 

Degree Requirements 

Thesis-Option 

 Total Credits Required = 32 credit hours 

Required Core Courses = 11 credit hours 

BIOL 602 Biometry   3 cr. 

BIOL 611 Biology Seminar I  1 cr. 

BIOL 612 Biology Seminar II  1 cr. 

BIOL 795 Thesis   6 cr. 

Elective Courses = 21 credit hours 

Twenty-one credit hours of courses to be selected from the 500- and 600-level biology elective 
courses. Up to 6 credit hours may be selected from related science and mathematics courses. 

 Required Graduate Thesis 

Includes both a written thesis and public oral defense.  
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Non-thesis Option 

 Total Credits Required = 35 credit hours 

Required Courses = 8 credit hours 

BIOL 602 Biometry   3 cr. 

BIOL 611 Biology Seminar I  1 cr. 

BIOL 612 Biology Seminar II  1 cr. 

BIOL 699 Independent Study  3 cr. 

Elective Courses = 27 credit hours 

Twenty-seven credit hours to be selected from the 500- and 600-level biology elective courses. Up 
to 6 credit hours may be selected from related science and mathematics courses. 

 Required Competency Exam  

Includes an oral, written, or combined exam given by supervisory committee.  

Evaluation of Students 
 

For information regarding School of Graduate Studies and Research policies on grading, view the Graduate 
Catalog:  www.iup.edu/gradcatalog 

Competency Exam (non-thesis) 
 

Students pursuing a Non-thesis option are required to take and pass a competency exam administered by the 
candidate’s supervisory committee (advisor plus two biology faculty). The purpose of this examination is to 
assure that all graduates have a broad-based knowledge of biology, as well as a mastery of the subject matter 
pertaining directly or indirectly to their research project. The examination may be written, oral, or both and is 
not necessarily limited to areas in which the candidate has taken course work. 

 
This examination should be scheduled after completion of 18 credits but before completion of 27 credits. 
Students will receive written feedback on the exam from their advisor, including recommendations on how to 
improve if the exam results are not satisfactory. If a student fails this exam, a second exam will be administered 
which, at the discretion of the committee, can be oral, written, or both. This exam must be taken within a four-
month period following the first exam. Failure of the second exam will result in dismissal from the program. 
 
Thesis Completion   
 
A student pursuing the thesis option must conduct original research under the direction of the thesis 
supervisory committee and present a research thesis at the conclusion of the program. The candidate registers 
for 6 credits of BIOL 795 (Thesis) while engaged in research and preparation of the thesis. BIOL 795 is typically 
registered for during the Fall and/or Spring terms of the students 
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For more information, view the Graduate Catalog:  www.iup.edu/gradcatalog 

 

Timeline for Successful Program Completion 

Fall Semester Year 1 

1) Enroll in required courses BIOL 602 Biometry and BIOL 611 Seminar I  

2) Enroll in 6 additional credit hours of coursework at the 500 or 600 level. 

3) Identify thesis advisor 

4) Write RTAF with thesis advisor 

5) Form Thesis Committee* 

6)  

http://www.iup.edu/gradcatalog
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2) Submit Application to Graduate (file with Graduate School) 

3) Complete writing thesis 

4) Schedule thesis defense 

 

Deadlines for degree completion  

http://www.iup.edu/gradcatalog
mailto:grad-research@iup.edu
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For an August Graduation 

May 15: Master’s candidates have filed their RTAF. 

June 1: Draft of thesis has been provided to all committee members to review ahead of the defense 
(Biology departmental deadline).  

June 15: Master's candidates have successfully defended thesis (Biology departmental deadline). 

July 1: Master's candidates have successfully defended thesis (SGSR deadline).  

July 1: Draft copy of thesis submitted to the School of Graduate Studies and Research    

(grad-research@iup.edu) for review. 

July 1: Copies of signed thesis signature pages and necessary forms submitted to the School of Graduate 
Studies and Research. 

July 15: Electronic thesis submitted to ProQuest. 

August 1: Master’s candidates have applied for graduation through URSA. 

 

For a December Graduation 

August 15: Master’s candidates have filed their RTAF. 

October 1: Draft of thesis has been provided to all committee members to review ahead of the defense 
(Biology departmental deadline).  

October 15: Master's candidates have successfully defended thesis (Biology departmental deadline). 

November 1: Master's candidates have successfully defended thesis (SGSR deadline). 

November 1: Draft copy of thesis submitted to the School of Graduate Studies and Research   

(grad-research@iup.edu) for review. 

November 1: Copies of signed thesis signature pages and necessary forms submitted to the School of 
Graduate Studies and Research. 

November 15

mailto:grad-research@iup.edu
mailto:grad-research@iup.edu
https://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/resources-for-current-students/research/thesis-dissertation-information/deadlines.html
https://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/resources-for-current-students/research/thesis-dissertation-information/deadlines.html
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Academic Integrity 
Bereavement-Related Class Absences 
Continuous Graduate Registration for Dissertation and Thesis 
Grade Appeal Policy 
Graduate Fresh Start Policy 
Graduate Residency Requirement 
Leave of Absence Policy 
Time Limitations 
Time-to-Degree Masters/Doctoral Dismissal Appeal Policy 
Time-to-Degree Extensions for Master’s Thesis and Doctoral Dissertation 
Transfer of Credits Policy 

Research 
 

Graduate students are expected to comply with all applicable federal, state, and university research regulations.  
Before conducting research at IUP, you should review the research policies, paying extra attention to several in 
particular: 
 
Export Control  
Export Control regulations are federal laws that prohibit the unlicensed export of certain commodities or 
information for reasons of national security or protections of trade.  An export is any oral, written, electronic, 
or visual disclosure, shipment, transfer, or transmission of commodities, technology, information, technical 
data, assistance, or software codes to anyone outside the US, a non-US individual wherever they are, or a foreign 
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Graduate Student Outstanding Research Award  
 
The School of Graduate Studies and Research recognizes graduate students who have completed what their 
academic departments believe to be outstanding research projects during the academic year. Three to five $100 
awards are made, on a competitive basis, to graduate students each spring, following the review of a faculty 
nomination letter and a completed proposal. Awards are presented at the annual university-wide Research 
Awards Luncheon. 
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Signature Page 
 

My signature below indicates that I am responsible for reading and understanding the information provided 
and referenced in this department/program student handbook. 

______[please initial] I understand my program coordinator may share this document with the School of 
Graduate Studies and Research. 

 

________________________________________ 
Print Name 
 
 
 
________________________________________ 
Signature 
 
 
 
________________________________________ 
Date 
 
 
 
 

Submit to Dr. Diep (cdiep@iup.edu) by November 1, 2021. 
 

The Department of Biology will keep this signed document on file. 
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