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Get the Facts

The cheerful (but chilly-looking) robin chirping outside my window reminds 
me that spring is in the air!  

GRADUATE AND UNDERGRADUATE SCHOLARS FORUMS
Here at the School of Graduate Studies and Research spring means it’s 
Scholars Forum time.  This year, undergraduate and graduate students alike 
can showcase their work, network with other scholars, and compete for a 
variety of awards and prizes.  

For the 7th consecutive year, undergraduate scholars from all six colleges will 
present their scholarly works on April 3rd.  This year nearly 200 students 
will exhibit posters and oral presentations in the Hub.  Musical and dance 
performances and a juried art exhibit will take place in Sprowls Hall and the 
Kipp Art Gallery.  

The second annual Graduate Scholar’s Forum will take place on April 4th 
from 9a.m.-12p.m.  Graduate students from across the campus will present 
their scholarship through posters, multi-media displays, and musical 
performance in the HUB.  Juried art entries will be exhibited in Sprowls Hall.  
If you haven’t had a chance to experience the forums, consider yourself 
invited!

GRADUATE TEACHING ELIGIBILITY
Spring is also the time to insure that your graduate teaching eligibility is 
up to date. Graduate eligibility is typically granted for 5 year period.  Conse-
quently, faculty who last applied for eligibility in 2006 must renew their eligi-
bility prior to August 15, 2012 in order to continue teaching at the gradu-
ate level or serving on dissertation committees.  The easiest way to check 
your status is via the real-time database available on the SGSR website under 
the Faculty/Staff>Eligibility  tab at http://www.iup.edu/page.aspx?id=13443. 
New this year – expiration dates are included so faculty and chairs know 
their status at all times.  The application for graduate teaching eligibility can 
be found here as well http://www.iup.edu/page.aspx?id=13429.
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Research Institute Highlight

CLEARLY STATE YOUR RESEARCH IDEA, PLAN 
AND/OR HYPOTHESIS:  
	 Avoid terminology that is discipline or expertise 



School of Graduate Studies and Research Announcements

IUP CENTERS & INSTITUTES WEBSITE 
REVITALIZATION UNDERWAY

During the Fall 2011 semester, the SGSR sponsored a 
competition for centers and institutes to receive quali-
fied design services as part of an effort to revitalize their 
websites. Six centers and institutes were awarded 
forty hours each of design and implementation assis-
tance. The six centers are: Administration & Leadership 
Studies Research Center; American Language Institute; 
Center for Teaching Excellence; Government Contract-
ing Assistance Program; Small Business Incubator; and 
the Speech, Language, & Hearing Clinic.

The project included re-envisioning each organization’s 
web presence with images and appealing graphics and 
animation while conforming to the university’s web stan-
dards for design and promotion. As part of the process, 
directors and staff were asked the following questions:
	 •Who is your website’s intended audience?
	 •How many visitors does your website attract
	     each month?
	 •Who is currently maintaining your website?
	 •What resources (photos, documents, etc.) do 
	     you have readily available to post on your
	     website?
	 •What are your long-term goals for the 
	     website?

Look for each organization’s website to be re-launched 
later this spring. If you would like your center or institute 
to participate in next year’s competition, please contact 
Dr. Hilliary Creely at hcreely@iup.edu for more informa-
tion.

TWO IUP CENTERS & INSTITUTES 
SPOTLIGHTED IN THE AASCU NEWSLETTER

Congratulations to Dr. Beverly Chiarulli (Archaeo-





School of Graduate Studies and Research Announcements

Check out our Facebook page!  The School of Graduate Studies and Research created 
a Facebook page this spring and there are already more than 500 people who have 
‘liked’ it.  Many prospective students visit this page and ask questions.  We answer 
those questions and help prospective students engage with current ones.  This fosters 
a sense of community amongst our graduate students, which is healthy. 

THE SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES AND RESEARCH IS 
DELIGHTED TO INTRODUCE TWO NEW STAFF MEMBERS.

Ms. Brenda Boal joins the SGSR thesis and dissertation office from Johnson & Wales 
University where she was the Online Learning Program Administrator. Brenda is 
responsible for assisting students as they pursue completion of their theses and dissertations 





Graduate Student Accomplishments

Biology
Travis Ferry received an IUP Gradu-
ate Student Research Grant for his work 
on “The Effects of Parasitism by Larval 
Arrenurus danbyensis Water Mites on 
Adult Coquillettidia perturbans Mosqui-
to Parity and Dispersal.”

Vince Frary, together with co-authors 
J. Duchamp, D.S. Maehr, and J.L. 
Larkin, published an article entitled 
“Density and distribution of a colonizing 
front of the American Black Bear (Ursus 
americanus)” in the journal Wildlife Biol-
ogy.

Andrea Evans and Matthew White, 
together with their co-authors, authored 
two presentations: “Cerulean Warbler 
and associated avian species response 
to hardwood forest management” at 
the Wildlife Society 18th Annual Confer-
ence in Waikoloa, HI and “Breeding Sea-
son Concerns and Response to Forest 
Management: Can forest management 
produce more breeding birds?” at the IX 
Neotropical Ornithological Congress in 
Cuzco, Peru.

Music
Brett Landry was named winner of 
IUP Wind Ensemble Concerto Competi-
tion where he performed “Concertino 
for Marimba” by Paul Creston with the 
Wind Ensemble. He was also featured as 
a conductor performing Casey McClure’s 
“Hold Fast” at the IUP Percussion Ensem-
ble Concert, which was later recorded 
for an upcoming IUP PE commercially 
released CD. Additionally, he was fea-
tured as solo performer on John Beck’s 
“Concerto for Timpani and Percussion 
Ensemble” at the IUP PE Concert.

Chris Davis, a recent program alum, 
is a faculty member at North Greenville 
University in South Carolina (Percussion 
& Band).  He was named and endorsed 
as a “Yamaha Performing Artist” by the 
Yamaha Corporation of America Music 
Division.

Art
Bifei Cao, a recent alum of the program, 
received Honorable mention at the 9th 
International Juried Student Enamel-
ing Exhibition, 2011.  Photos of his work 
will appear in the publication “Humor in 
Craft”, by Brigitte Martin.
 
Erin Knisley received an IUP Graduate 
Student Research Grant and will be ex-



Student Affairs in Higher Education
Christopher Weiss was awarded a research grant from the 
School of Graduate Studies and Research to support his thesis 
research on the correlation between undergraduate college stu-
dents’  Facebook use and co-curricular involvement.  Addition-
ally, he presented his work “Social Media Framework and Toolkit:  
Socially Interactive Technologies and Beyond!” at the 
Pennsylvania College Personnel Association’s (PCPA) Keystone 
Social Media conference at Seton Hill University and presented 
at the inaugural student affairs technology conference, in 
Newport, RI. 

Diane Eshleman has been selected to serve as an American 
College Personnel Association (ACPA) ambassador. ACPA is one 
of two premiere international associations in the Student Affairs 
field and the ambassador program provides a personal link 
between ACPA and campuses worldwide.

Emilie Campbell was the recipient of two awards, the William 
J. Brennan Graduate Assistant Fellowship and an AFA Founda-
tion scholarship for conference travel, and competed in a case 
study competition for which she and a partner earned second 
place at the annual meeting of the Association of Fraternity/So-
rority Advisors (AFA) in St. Louis, MO. Additionally, Emilie and 
classmate Victoria Rowlands were among eighteen graduate 
and undergraduate students in the College of Education and 
Educational Technology to receive the Dean’s Merit Scholarship.

Joseph Benyish received the Nancy Newkerk Scholarship, an 
award given to a second-year IUP SAHE student who 
demonstrates outstanding contributions to college students, 
student affairs activities, the SAHE Department, and the broader 
higher education community.

Allison Shumar was selected to serve as a graduate student 
liaison to the executive board of the Pennsylvania College 
Personnel Association (PCPA) for 2011–2013. In her role, Shumar 
will reach out to graduate students across the state to 
encourage their involvement in the association.

School Psychology
The graduate program was well-represented at the National 
Association of School Psychologists held February 21-24, 2012 
in Philadelphia, PA having work presented by 17 students:  
Caitlin Flinn,  Brittany Vignero, Courtney Kuncel-
man, Dean Holtzman, Domiciano Balmaseda, Felicia 
Kaas, Fiona Richardson, Heather Wagner, Jamison 
Drab, Joanna Cogan-Ferchalk, Jodi Porter, Jon Fly-
nn, Kevin O’Donnell, Korinne Ankerbrand, Matthew 
Ferchalk, Sarah Rosswog,  and Stacey Leed.

English: Composition & 
TESOL

Lilian Wagih Mina published her book Trained Peer Review: 
The Potential for Change in Academic Writing. The Effect on 
Argumentation and Fluency with LAP LAMBERT Academic 
Publishing.

Administration and Leadership Studies

Rebecca Zukowski has been named Associate Academic 
Dean & Chairperson for the Division of Nursing at Mount Aloy-
sius College in Cresson, PA.  Additionally, the paper she wrote 
with colleagues Brian Altman and Ken Schor, “Leveraging Adult 
Learning Models for Education and Training in a Resource-Con-
strained, Competency Focused Environment” was accepted 
for presentation at the 2012 National Association of City and 
County Health Officials Public Health Preparedness Summit in 




