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WELCOME 
We wish to extend a warm welcome to you as a new member of our intellectually active and 
academically engaged community of scholars in the M.A. in English Literature program. Please visit 
our website at http://www.iup.edu/english/grad/literature-ma/. 

Indiana University of Pennsylvania 
With its original 1875 building still standing at the heart of campus, Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania has a long tradition of academic excellence. IUP has been recognized by numerous 
publications for its high academic standards and competitive costs. The university is consistently 
chosen by the Princeton Review for inclusion in its Best Universities publications. IUP was one of 
only five universities in 3HQQV\OYDQLD�FKRVHQ�IRU�WKH������.LSOLQJHU·V�3HUVRQDO�)LQDQFH�PDJD]LQH·V�
´%HVW�9DOXHV�LQ�3XEOLF�&ROOHJHV�µ�,83·V�5REHUW�(� Cook Honors College is featured in Donald 
$VKHU·V�Cool Colleges: For the Hyper-Intelligent, Self-Directed, Late Blooming, and Just Plain Different. The 
8QLYHUVLW\·V�PLVVLRQ��YDOXHV��DQG�YLVLRQ�IXUWKHU�LOOXVWUDWH�RXU�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�KLJK-quality education. 

In 2006, the Middle States Commission on Higher Education awarded re-accreditation to IUP for 
the next twenty years, along with accoladHV�IURP�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\·V�´H[HPSODU\�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�VHOI-
VWXG\µ�DQG�IRU�LWV�´RXWVWDQGLQJ�IDFXOW\��VWXGHQW�VHUYLFHV�DQG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�WHFKQRORJ\�µ�7KH�0LGGOH�
States Commission, based in Philadelphia, is the primary crediting body for all colleges and 
universities in Pennsylvania and the Middle Atlantic region of the U.S. 

The University provides an intellectually challenging experience to more than 13,000 students at its 
campuses, all easily accessible from Pittsburgh and the Middle Atlantic region. IUP is the largest 

http://www.iup.edu/english/grad/literature-ma/
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Literature, strengths enhances by its status as a select U.S. government and Pennsylvania state 
government depository. The library is also very strong in media and film study materials. Stapleton 
Library allows graduate students to check out books for sixty days, with two renewals. There are 
private Graduate Study rooms available in the library, and for graduate students working on theses 
or dissertations, individual study carrels are also available. Stapleton library participates as an 
associate member in the Chicago-based Center for Research Libraries, which makes available for 
indefinite loan any item from its vast resources that may be needed by scholars. In addition, IUP is 

http://www.iupdhc.org/
http://www.iup.edu/gradscholars/default.aspx
http://www.iup.edu/page.aspx?id=96993


M.A. in English Composition & Literature, English Department | Indiana University of Pennsylvania

8 

pedagogy 

Sharon Deckert, Ph.D. (University of Arizona) 
Linguistics; 
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http://www.iup.edu/admissions/graduate/
http://www.iup.edu/admissions/graduate/
mailto:graduate-admissions@iup.edu
mailto:mtwill@iup.edu
mailto:Todd.Thompson@iup.edu
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content courses in English on the transcript, as well as the TOEFL scores. Students are 
advised to take the new written essay section of the TOEFL if available. 

6. A writing sample, while not required, is strongly recommended as a part of the application.
7. Candidates are not required to take the Graduate Record Examination (GRE), but may

submit it to bolster their applications.

http://www.iup.edu/international/
http://www.iup.edu/page.aspx?id=17303
http://www.iup.edu/admissions/graduate/
http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/catalog/
http://www.iup.edu/admissions/graduate/financialaid/assistantships-and-scholarships/
mailto:mtwill@iup.edu
http://www.iup.edu/financialaid


mailto:mtwill@iup.edu
http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/
http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/catalog/
http://www.iup.edu/bursar/
http://www.iup.edu/registrar/
http://www.iup.edu/disabilitysupport/
http://www.iup.edu/library/
http://www.iup.edu/myiup/
http://www.iup.edu/arl/
http://www.iup.edu/itsupportcenter/
http://www.iup.edu/itsupportcenter/
http://www.iup.edu/writingcenter/
http://www.iup.edu/career/
http://www.iup.edu/parking/
http://www.iup.edu/police/
http://www.iup.edu/itsupportcenter/howTo.aspx?id=23401
http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/catalog/
mailto:ma-lit@iup.edu
mailto:mtwill@iup.edu
mailto:Grad-Eng@iup.edu
mailto:Grad-Eng@iup.edu
http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/gsa
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Introduces the study of language as a social phenomenon, including such topics as language 
varieties, stereotypes, and social identity; language planning and language policy; standard and 
nonstandard usage; censorship; discourse analysis; language attitudes; language, culture, and thought; 
communicative competence; small group communication; and classroom interactions. 

ENGL 730  Teaching Writing  
Studies characteristics of the writing process and of the basic writer, methods for the evaluation of 
writing, and approaches to the teaching of writing.  

ENGL 734  Linguistics and the English Teacher  
Examines four key topics: foundations of linguistic thought, applications of linguistics to the 
teaching of English, classroom discourse patterns, and language pedagogy.
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Selected readings and/or research in a specialized area of composition, criticism, and/or critical 
theory, literature, TESOL, linguistics, creative writing, cultural studies, literary translation, or literacy 
not normally covered by the curriculum in either track of the M.A. programs in English. In 
consultation with a designated faculty member in the semester prior to registration, a student 
submits a complete syllabus for study and assessment in one of the areas listed above. The syllabus 
must be approved first by the faculty member and then by the director of the appropriate graduate 
program. The course is delivered to individuals or small groups, either in residence or electronically, 
as determined by the instructor/program. May be repeated once with new content. Prerequisite: 
Permission of relevant program director(s) and instructor. 

Evaluation of Students 
For more information regarding School of Graduate Studies and Research Policy on grading, view 
the Graduate Catalog:  www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/catalog/ 

Degree Completion 
The M.A. in Composition and Literature degree is awarded upon successful completion of all 
requirements as described in this Handbook 

For more information, view the view the Graduate Catalog:  www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/catalog/. 

To access forms processed through the School of Graduate Studies and Research, click on Ćurrent 
Studentsµ:  http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/. 

M.A. Thesis Completion
Thesis Defense Department Process or Protocol 
In conjunction with an MA Thesis advisor from the English Department students must form a 
committee of two faculty members in addition to the advisor. Students must submit a committee 
approved Research Topic Approval Form to the SGSR and receive approval from the SGSR. Once 
an MA Thesis is submitted for defense, it will be evaluated by the committee and defended by the 
student.

Evaluation Outcome for M.A. Thesis 
$IWHU�FRQVXOWDWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�VWXGHQW·V�0$�WKHVLV�FRPPLWWHH�PHPEHUV��7KH�0$�7KHVLV�DGYLVRU�
assigns a letter grade for the MA Thesis: A, B, C, or F. 

University Policy and Procedure 
University policy is the baseline policy. Programs may have policy that is more stringent than the 
University baseline policy; however, not less stringent than the University baseline policy.  For 
questions regarding this statement, please contact Dr. Williamson or the School of Graduate Studies 
and Research. 
Academic Calendar 
View the IUP Academic Calendar:  www.iup.edu/news-events/calendar/academic/  

Academic Grade Appeal Policy 
For Information regarding the Grade Appeal policy, view the Graduate Catalog: 
www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/catalog/ 

an7967042 Tm
( )reg 0 Td
[(ve)-2.252s(125 (s)5.25 (/ca)317 0 Td(cy8 (a)a6.2 )]TJ
-)-2.5 (w )]T.008 Tw  -1 vi.25  0 Bs

http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/catalog/
http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/catalog/
http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/
http://www.iup.edu/news-events/calendar/academic/
http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/catalog/
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Academic Integrity 
For more information, view the Graduate Catalog:  www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/catalog/ 
The Source: A Student Policy Guide: www.iup.edu/studentconduct/thesource/  

Academic Status and Satisfactory Academic Progress 
For more information, view the Graduate Catalog:  www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/catalog/ 

Affirmative Action 
Indiana University of Pennsylvania is committed to providing leadership in taking affirmative action 
to attain equal educational and employment rights for all persons, without regard to race, religion, 
national origin, ancestry, sex, physical handicap, or affectional or lifestyle orientation. This policy is 
placed in this document in accordance with state and federal laws including Titles VI and VII of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972, Sections 503 and 504 of 
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as well as federal and state executive orders. This policy extends to 
disabled veterans and veterans of the Vietnam era. Please direct inquiries concerning equal 
opportunity to: Office of the Provost, 205 Sutton Hall, 1011 South Drive, IUP, Indiana, PA 15705-
1046 U.S.A. 

Bereavement-Related Class Absences 
For Information regarding the Bereavement-Related Class Absences policy, view the Graduate 
Catalog: www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/catalog/ 

Continuous Graduate Registration for Dissertation and Thesis 
Admission effective fall 2017 and after  
(Masters thesis, MFA thesis and Doctoral dissertation students beginning the program fall 2017 and 
thereafter, must adhere to the following Continuous Graduate Registration policy for Dissertation 
and Thesis) 

Following completion of course work, including internship or practicum; (excluding comprehensive 
exam or qualifiers) all doctoral and masters thesis students must be continuously enrolled for at least 
one credit of dissertation or thesis each semester (Fall and Spring) annually, through the graduation 
of the student or until the time limit is exceeded. There is no separation between completions of 
course work, internship or practicum and initiation of dissertation or thesis credit registration.  

Once the student has registered for the number of dissertation credits required by the program of 
study (typically nine or twelve), or the number of thesis credits required by their program of study 
(typically three to six), she or he must register for one dissertation or one thesis credit each semester 
(Fall and Spring) annually through the graduation of the student or until the time limit is exceeded 
(See Time Limitation Policy for doctoral or mastHU·V students). For this period, the 

http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/catalog/
http://www.iup.edu/studentconduct/thesource/
http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/catalog/
http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/catalog/


http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/catalog/
http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/
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▪ he/she has been separated from the university for a minimum of two calendar years (24
consecutive months);

▪ he/she applies for readmission consideration to a graduate program at IUP, excluding the
program from which the student was academically dismissed.

The graduate student must apply to the desired program through the standard Admissions process. 
Having reviewed the prior and intervening factors for evidence of potential for improved academic 
success, the program coordinator, after departmental review, may recommend to the Dean of 
Graduate Studies and Research that the student be readmitted to the University and admitted to the 
SURJUDP���7KH�'HDQ·V�GHFLVLRQ�LV�ILQDO�DQG�LV�QRW�VXEMHFW�WR�DSSHDO� 

Conditions for a Graduate Fresh Start Record 
All credits and grades for IUP course work taken before readmission under this Graduate Fresh 
Start Policy shall remain on the transcript. Upon readmission, a new cumulative (GPA) is established 
based on credits and grades earned from the date of readmission.  Individuals may seek readmission 
to the University though the provisions of this policy only once. 

Prior Record 
7KH�VWXGHQW·V�JUDGXDWH�UHFRUG�ZLOO�EH�LGHQWLILHG�DV�D�*UDGXDWH�)UHVK�6WDUW��1R�JUDGXDWH�FUHGLWV�
earned from the program in which the student was dismissed are permitted to be transferred to the 
Graduate Fresh Start sought degree. Any other transfer credits must meet the IUP Transfer Credit 
Policy. 

Students seeking a degree under the Graduate Fresh Start are not permitted to repeat a previously 
taken course from the program in which the student was dismissed and have it count towards 
improving the previous CGPA that was prior to readmission. Any course repeat(s) will be counted 



M.A. in English Composition & Literature, English Department | Indiana University of Pennsylvania

21 

Appeals for Program Level Exams such as, candidacy, comprehensive, or qualifying examinations, 
are made to the Dean of the School of Graduate Studies and Research (SGSR) based on policy 

http://www.iup.edu/registrar/students/registration/
http://www.iup.edu/bursar/
http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/catalog/
http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/
http://www.iup.edu/socialequity/
http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/catalog/
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Research Support 
Please see http://www.iup.edu/research/resources/funding-research/students/graduate/internal-
iup-funding-for-graduate-student-research/ for applications and instructions. Direct all questions 
about these funding opportunities to grad-research@iup.edu. 

Graduate Student Research Grant: This fund was created to encThis fund 

http://www.iup.edu/research/resources/funding-research/students/graduate/internal-iup-funding-for-graduate-student-research/
http://www.iup.edu/research/resources/funding-research/students/graduate/internal-iup-funding-for-graduate-student-research/
mailto:grad-research@iup.edu
http://www.iup.edu/page.aspx?id=65583
http://www.iup.edu/arl/
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Regrettably, sometimes students must be dismissed from the M.A. in English Literature program. 
Reasons may include, but are not limited to, academic misconduct and grades below the required 
average. Students dismissed from the program will not be considered for re-admission. 

Time-to-Degree Masters Dismissal Appeal Policy 
A student dismissed from a program because of time-to-degree expiration (see Time Limitations 
policy) can appeal the decision to the Dean of the School of Graduate Studies and Research (SGSR), 
based on policy and/or procedural violations. The appeal can be based only on policy/procedural 
violations.  

http://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/catalog
http://www.iup.edu/page.aspx?id=132987
http://www.iup.edu/page.aspx?id=132987
http://www.iup.edu/page.aspx?id=132987
http://www.iup.edu/page.aspx?id=132999
http://www.iup.edu/page.aspx?id=133008
http://www.iup.edu/housing/
mailto:Todd.Thompson@iup.edu
mailto:Grad-Eng@iup.edu
http://www.iup.edu/english/grad/literature-ma/
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Signature Page 

  
Dear M.A. in English Composition and Literature Student: 
 
Congratulations on choosing to further your education here at IUP! The M.A. in English 


