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Introduction 
 

Welcome 

Dear SAHE Students, 

Welcome to SAHE! I hope you will have a rewarding and successful academic year. The SAHE 
faculty and I are here to support your success as a member of the IUP SAHE community. To that 
end, we want to ensure that you know how to locate the wide variety of resources available to 
you and that you are aware of and have easy access to the policies and regulations that pertain 
to you as a student.  

During your time as a SAHE student, you will get to know your faculty advisor. Your advisor will 
assist you in many ways including facilitating your registration, answering your questions, and 
helping you to learn and grow to become an educated professional.  

This handbook is one component of the SAHE onboarding program for new graduate students. 
It is designed to provide you with all necessary information about the department, the 
program, its policies, curriculum requirements, and other pertinent data that will be useful as 
you pursue your degree. We will also share on an ongoing basis resources through the IUP 
SAHE D2L page. 

I look forward to working with you throughout your time with our program. Your membership 
and upcoming participation in the SAHE program at IUP are anticipated greatly! 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Dr. John Wesley Lowery 

Professor and Department Chair 

 

 
Land Acknowledgement:  The SAHE program recognizes and acknowledges that the land on 
which we teach and learn is the unceded ancestral homelands of the Shawnee, Iroquois, 
Allegany, Delaware, and Monongahela tribal nations.  We acknowledge the painful history of 
genocide and forced removal from this territory, and we honor and respect the many diverse 
Indigenous peoples still connected to this land on which we gather.  
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IUP’s Civility Statement 
As a university of different peoples and perspectives, IUP aspires to promote the growth of all people in 
their academic, professional, social, and personal lives. Students, faculty, and staff join together to 
create a community where people exchange ideas, listen to one another with consideration and respect, 
and are committed to fostering civility through university structures, policies, and procedures. We, as 
members of the university, strive to achieve the following individual commitments: 

To strengthen the university for academic success, I will act honestly, take responsibility for my 
behavior and continuous learning, and respect the freedom of others to express their views. 

To foster an environment for personal growth, I will honor and take care of my body, mind, and 
character. I will be helpful to others and respect their rights. I will discourage intolerance, hatred, and 
injustice, and promote constructive resolution of conflict. 

To contribute to the future, I will strive for the betterment of the community, myself, my university, the 
nation, and the world. 

Affirmative Action 
https://catalog.iup.edu/content.php?catoid=7&navoid=951 

Title IX Reporting Requirement 
https://catalog.iup.edu/index.php 

https://catalog.iup.edu/content.php?catoid=7&navoid=951
https://catalog.iup.edu/index.php
https://www.iup.edu/studentsupportandstandards/policies/index.html
http://www.iup.edu/gradcatalog
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Working among a community of learners, students will develop a broad range of skills, in-depth 
knowledge, an appreciation for life-long learning, and the ability to apply concepts and skills to 
become effective practitioners and colleagues. Students will understand the history, literature 
and theory base of our profession as well as the significant role of student affairs within higher 
education. They will apply that knowledge to address the needs of changing student 
populations and to effect developmental changes for individuals and groups through creating 
and managing educational environments. 
 

 

Faculty and Staff 
 

Mimi Benjamin, Ph.D. 
Professor 
259 Stouffer Hall 
Mimi.benjamin@iup.edu 
 
John Wesley Lowery, Ph.D. (Department Chair) 
Professor 
226 Stouffer Hall 
jlowery@iup.edu 
 
 

 

 

Admission 
To apply to the Student Affairs in Higher Education program, please complete the Graduate 
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o A faculty member to communicate your academic strengths and speak about 
your ability within the classroom (ideally a faculty member within your major or 
with whom you have had several classes). 

o A professional (preferably within student affairs) who can speak to your student 
affairs and professional experience. 

Graduate Admissions:  www.iup.edu/admissions/graduate/ 

For more information regarding Admission Classification and Provisional Admission for International 
Graduate Application, view the Graduate Catalog: https://catalog.iup.edu/index.php 

Financial Assistance 
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purpose of the assistantship is to recruit a diverse population of academically strong candidates 
to IUP.  

Therefore, it is a Student Affairs Division/SAHE policy that assistantships will only be 
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MyIUP:  www.iup.edu/myiup/ 
IT Support Center:  www.iup.edu/itsupportcenter/ 
Veterans and Service Members:  www.iup.edu/veterans/resource-center/ 
IUP Writing Center:  www.iup.edu/writingcenter/ 
IUP Career and Professional Development Center:  www.iup.edu/career/ 
IUP Parking Services and Visitor Center:  www.iup.edu/parking/ 
University Policy:  www.iup.edu/police/ |724-357-2141 
Crisis Intervention 24/7 Hotline: 1-877-333-2470 
Student Registration:  www.iup.edu/registrar/students/registration-resources/index.html 
 
 

IUP Email 
 

IUP offers an email account to all active students. Your IUP email 
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and universities in areas such as admissions, housing and residence life, student development 
programs, student activities, financial aid, career planning and development, and academic 
advising or other program areas. 
 
Under the guidance of student affairs faculty and practitioners, requisite knowledge will be 
acquired through a balance of academic and practical experiences which stress critical thinking 
and encourage the development of professional behavior. Students will develop a broad range 
of skills, in-depth knowledge, and the ability to apply concepts and skills as effective 
practitioners. The program is organized in cohort groupings of students enrolled in a curriculum 
offering foundational and theory courses in the first year and application courses in the second 
year. 
 
PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS 
 
SAHE Required Courses (33 credits)  

• SAHE 621: History of Higher Education in the United States  
• SAHE 624: Student Affairs Functions in Higher Ed. 
• SAHE 625: Student Development in Higher Education I  
• 
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Completed in just 12 credit hours, the Academic Advising certificate program is offered in 
hybrid format, with some classes offered online and others on campus.  The certificate provides 
participants with a well-rounded body of knowledge in theory and practice. The certificate can 
be completed full- or part-time. 

Student Affairs in Higher Education graduates can complete this certificate in as little as three 
credit hours. With the required qualifying SAHE equivalents, you can earn your certification 
with just one online class. 

Program Requirements 

• SAHE TBA: Foundations of Academic Advising*, 3 credits 
• SAHE 731: Practicum in Student Affairs, 3 credits** 
• SAHE 625: Student Development in Higher Education I, 3 credits 
• SAHE 631: Student Development in Higher Education II, 3 credits 

 
 

   * This course was formerly DVST 605  
** Practicum must be approved to be applied toward the certificate  

Students interested in the Graduate Certificate in Academic Advising should consult with their 
advisor on requirements 
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Course Descriptions 
Required Courses 
SAHE 621 HISTORY OF HIGHER EDUCATION IN THE UNITED STATES 3 Credits 
This course will provide an overview of the history and development of higher education in the 
United States in order to enhance understanding as to how and why the American higher 
education system has evolved and in what ways this evolution has impacted the field of Student 
Affairs. 
 
SAHE 624 STUDENT AFFAIRS FUNCTIONS IN HIGHER EDUCATION 3 Credits 
Philosophy and goals of student affairs in college and universities are explained.  Emphasis is on 
practitioner roles and responsibilities, educational and philosophic assumptions associated with 
student affairs practice, and principle functional areas normally associated with Student Affairs 
practices. 
 
SAHE 625 STUDENT DEVELOPMENT IN HIGHER EDUCATION I 3 Credits 
This course is designed to expose students to a variety of theoretical models underlying human 
behavior and development.  Through presentations, demonstrations, small group discussions, 
experiential activities, readings and position papers, students evaluate the practical applications 
of contemporary personality and human development theories. 
 
SAHE 631 STUDENT DEVELOPMENT IN HIGHER EDUCATION II 3 Credits 
Examines personality and human development theories in general and student development 
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SAHE 735 INDIVIDUAL AND GROUP INTERVENTIONS 3 Credits 
Students gain practical experience in skilled helping techniques, including practice in one-on-one 
interaction, skill in designing and implementing developmental group interventions (workshops), 
and skill in developing mentoring relationships.  Students apply theoretical learning to practical 
application. 
 
SAHE 737 COLLEGE STUDENTS IN THE UNITED STATES                 3 Credits 
An examination is made of the culture of undergraduate students in American higher education 
to prepare professionals for the clients they will serve.  Focus is given to the changing student 
clientele, its subgroups and cultures.  Undergraduate characteristics, attitudes, and values and 
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Comprehensive/Candidacy Examinations 
This examination is given, usually upon the candidate’s completion of coursework, to determine the 
student’s progress in the degree field and fields related to it and the student’s likelihood of success in 
his/her research-dissertation phase. The examination may be written, oral, or both and is not 
necessarily limited to areas in which the candidate has taken course work. In addition to having written 
procedures for taking the comprehensive exam, departments must also have written procedures 
regarding providing feedback for comprehensive exams. 

Program Level Examination Appeals 
Appeals for Program Level Exams such as, candidacy, comprehensive, or qualifying examinations, are 
made to the dean of the School of Graduate Studies and Research (SGSR) based on policy and/or 
procedural violations. The appeal can be based only on policy and/or procedural violations, and not 
simply on the outcome of the examination. Procedural violations would be cases in which the 
program/department failed to follow program/department and/or University policies and/or 
procedures relating to the administration and/or evaluation of the exam. 

The appeal must be made in writing to the dean of the School of Graduate Studies and Research. 
Documentation of the policy(ies)/procedures in question must be provided, along with a detailed 
description of the alleged violation(s). All evidence supporting the alleged violation should also be 
provided. The student must submit the written appeal to the dean of the SGSR within 30 days of receipt 
of the outcome of the examination. Upon receipt of the written appeal to the dean of the SGSR, the 
dean will conduct an investigation of the allegation, review the documentation and render a final 
decision which completes the appeal process. The final decision rendered by the dean of the SGSR may 
not be appealed. 

If it is found that policy/and/or procedure has been violated, the dean of the SGSR will instruct the 
program/department to allow the student to retake the exam, fully adhering to policy and procedures. 
In the event of a finding in support of the student allegation, the reexamination may not be counted as 
one of the attempts permitted under the University or Department’s Reexamination Policy. 

Reexamination Policy 
No student is permitted a “third” examination without a recommendation to that effect from the degree 
program’s sponsoring department per their adopted written procedures and the approval of the School 
of Graduate Studies and Research dean (or designee). Exceptions to this policy for programs can be 
made only with the approval of the School of Graduate Studies and Research. In the event a student 
does not successfully complete the comprehensive re-examination according to program requirements 
and the failure results in program dismissal, the program must notify the School of Graduate Studies and 
Research (SGSR) of the dismissal in writing. The SGSR will send an official notification of the dismissal to 
the student. 
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of Communications, Vice President of Administration & Finance, Vice President for Professional 
Development, Vice President of Programming, and numerous committee opportunities. 

Professional Organizations 
Belonging to one or more professional organizations is a professional responsibility for those 
who are and those who aspire to be professional practitioners.  While there are numerous 
organizations, which represent specific areas within the student affairs enterprise, the two 
umbrella organizations for our field are the ACPA— College Student Educators International 
and NASPA— Student Affairs Administrators in Higher Education.  Pennsylvania College 
Personnel Association (PCPA) is the state division of ACPA and is an active organization that 
many students find valuable. SAHE students are encouraged to join at least one organization 

http://www.myacpa.org/
https://www.naspa.org/
http://pa.myacpa.org/
https://www.myacpa.org/JCSD
https://www.naspa.org/journals/journal-of-student-affairs-research-and-practice
http://www.iup.edu/gradcatalog
http://www.iup.edu/research/




Student Affairs in Higher Education | Indiana University of Pennsylvania 
 

21 

nomination deadline is in early spring semester.  A short essay and resume should be submitted 
with the nomination.  Students can self-nominate for this award.  
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• Monday March 27 .............................................. Nominations for Hadley Outstanding Student Due 
• Saturday, April 1 ............................................................................ May Graduation Application Due 
• Saturday, April 1-Wednesday April 5 ......................................... 2023 NASPA Conference in Boston 
• Monday, May 1 ........................................................................................... Classes End (End of Day) 
• Tuesday, May 2-Friday, May 5 ........................................................................................ Final Exams 
• TBA .............................................................................................................................. SAHE Banquet 
• Friday, May 5........................................................................................... Graduate Commencement 
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Signature Page 
 

My signature below indicates that I am responsible for reading and understanding the information 
provided and referenced in this department/program student handbook. 

______[please initial] I understand my program coordinator may share this document with the School of 
Graduate Studies and Research. 

 

________________________________________ 
Print Name 
 
 
 
________________________________________ 
Signature 
 
 
 
________________________________________ 
Date 
 
 
 
 

Submit to John Wesley Lowery, Ph.D. by Thursday, September 1 
SAHE will keep this signed document on file. 
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