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Introduction 
Welcome to the Master of Science in Strategic Communication program at Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania.  This 36-credit program is designed to serve current and aspiring communication 
professionals by combining writing, research, and production. The program prepares students to pursue 
a variety of careers in professional communication including crisis communication, communication 
management, political communication, health communication and strategic online messaging. 

Indiana University of Pennsylvania 
Founded in 1875, Indiana University of Pennsylvania draws students from nearly every state and from 
scores of foreign countries. Located in the foothills of the Allegheny Mountains, IUP is the largest of the 
fourteen universities in the Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education and the only one that grants 
doctoral degrees. IUP combines the academic opportunities of a large university with the highly 
personalized and intimate learning-centered environment of a small college.  

IUP is classified as a Carnegie Doctoral/HSS University (Doctoral, Humanities/Social Sciences dominant) 
with over 2,000 graduate students in more than fifty graduate programs. IUP students enjoy traditional 
and nontraditional classroom experiences, engaging in research and service activities with their faculty 
mentors, becoming lifelong learners, preparing for rewarding careers and productive lives, and 
developing leadership skills for effective citizenship. With its original 1875 building standing at the heart 
of its campus, Indiana University of Pennsylvania has a long tradition of academic excellence. In addition 
to the [
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Title IX Reporting Requirement 
https://catalog.iup.edu/index.php 

Student Conduct and Student Rights 
https://www.iup.edu/studentsupportandstandards/policies/index.html 
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Academic Advisement 
The program coordinator serves as the academic advisor for students enrolled in the M.S. in Strategic 
Communication. The advisor will provide guidance on courses that should be taken each semester, 
according to students’ full-time or part-time status. Students should take an active role in the 
advisement relationship through communication with the advisor, timely registration for classes, and 
responsiveness in submitting required documents and other information as needed. 

Campus Resources & Student Support 
The School of Graduate Studies and Research:  www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/ 
Graduate Catalog:  https://www.iup.edu/registrar/catalog/index.html  
Office of Student Billing:  https://www.iup.edu/student-billing/ 
Office of the Registrar:  www.iup.edu/registrar/ 
Disability Support Services:  www.iup.edu/disabilitysupport/ 
Office of Social Equity:  www.iup.edu/socialequity/ 
IUP Campus Library:  www.iup.edu/library/ 
MyIUP:  www.iup.edu/myiup/ 
IT Support Center:  www.iup.edu/itsupportcenter/ 
Veterans and Service Members:  www.iup.edu/veterans/resource-center/ 
IUP Writing Center:  www.iup.edu/writingcenter/ 
IUP Career and Professional Development Center:  www.iup.edu/career/ 
IUP Parking Services and Visitor Center:  www.iup.edu/parking/ 
University Policy:  www.iup.edu/police/ |724-357-2141 
Crisis Intervention 24/7 Hotline: 1-877-333-2470 
Student Registration:  www.iup.edu/registrar/students/registration-resources/index.html 
 

IUP Email 
IUP offers an email account to all active students. Your IUP email address is the primary means by with 
the university will contact you with official information and you should use for all IUP official 
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Programs and Degrees 

Master’s Program 
The Master of Science in Strategic Communication offers students the opportunity to select one of two 
tracks, applied or research. 

�x Individuals who are focused on career advancement or pursuit of careers in the communications 
industry are most likely to select the applied track.  This track requires students to take COMM 
793 Internship.  The internship is offered only during the summer sessions and is a six-credit 
experience. 

�x Individuals who are seeking advanced graduate study beyond the Masters are mostly likely to 
select the research track.  This track requires students to take COMM 795 T
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Part-time Enrollment  

Any graduate student enrolled for fewer than nine (9) credits per semester is considered to be a part-
time student. The department recognizes that personal commitments and work demands may 
necessitate part-
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Program Policies 
Communication  

IUP provides all students, free of charge, an e-
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that permits them to be engaged in planning, 
discussion and implementation of strategic 
communication plans. Near the mid-term point of 
the internship, the faculty supervisor conducts an 
in-
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only in summer sessions.  To earn six credits, students complete 240 work hours at the internship site.   
 
As indicated in the student learning outcomes and course assessment plan, students will complete an 
internship project that provides a culminating report of the internship. Students will report to and be 
evaluated by a faculty member in the Department of Communications Media who serves as the 
internship supervisor.  The faculty internship supervisor will provide the student with a course syllabus 
that outlines the expectations and requirements for the internship.   
 
All students engaged in any field experience, including internships, must have up to date clearances.  
This includes annual completion of the Title IX and Protection of Minors training and completion of the 
Child Abuse History Clearance.  

Master’s Thesis for Research Track Students 
A thesis is required for all students in the Research Track. Students in this track are advised to review the 
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From this data collection, students will analyze 
the results and discuss the implications of the 
data.  

Analyze research problems within the larger 
context of strategic communication and defend 
research aspirations within the field of study  

The final chapter of the thesis will require 
students to present conclusions, observations 
about the data and study participants and 
provide recommendations for research. 





Strategic Communication | Department of Communications Media | Indiana University of Pennsylvania 
 

13 

 
COMM 795 Thesis 
Prerequisites: COMM 715, department approval 
Requires students to design, develop and execute an original research study in an area related to 
strategic communication.  The culmination of the research will be a written thesis.   

Evaluation of Students 
For information regarding School of Graduate Studies and Research policies on grading, view the 
Graduate Catalog: https://www.iup.edu/registrar/catalog/index.html 

 

Comprehensive/Candidacy Examinations 

Candidacy and Comprehensive Exams are not administered in this program.  

Degree Completion 
As outlined in the IUP Graduate Catalog, all Masters students must maintain a 3.0 Cumulative Grade 
Point Average to be considered in good academic standing.  Students must complete 30 course credits 
and an additional six credits of either thesis (COMM 795) or internship (COMM 793) to earn the Master 
of Science in Strategic Communication degree.  
 
Students will apply for graduation following the processes and complying by the deadlines established 
by the University. https://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/resources-for-current-
students/graduation/index.html  
Once a student has applied for graduation, each student’s academic record will be reviewed by the MS 
program coordinator to determine eligibility for graduation. Any discrepancies will be communicated to 
the student by the program coordinator.  
 
For more information, view the Graduate Catalog:  https://www.iup.edu/registrar/catalog/index.html 

Thesis Completion 
Thesis Committee Selection 

Each student in the research track of the program is responsible for securing a thesis chair from the 
approved Masters faculty who are current members of the Department of Communications Media. The 
chair of the thesis committee must be a member of the Department of Communications Media and be 
approved by the School of Graduate Studies and Research (SGSR) to teach Master’s-level courses.  
 
In considering the selection of a thesis committee, the student will consult with potential faculty, the 
student’s thesis chair, and the Masters program coordinator. The student and the thesis committee 
chairperson will collaborate in the selection of the other members of the committee. The thesis 
committee will consist of at least three members, all of whom must have approval from the School of 
Graduate Studies and Research to serve on Masters thesis committees. At least two of the members, 

https://www.iup.edu/registrar/catalog/index.html
https://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/resources-for-current-students/graduation/index.html
https://www.iup.edu/graduatestudies/resources-for-current-students/graduation/index.html
https://www.iup.edu/registrar/catalog/index.html
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Students register for a section of COMM 795 Thesis assigned to their thesis chair.  Students will not be 
given permission to register for thesis credits until their thesis committee chair has been confirmed and 
approved by the Masters program coordinator.  
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role and responsibility of the thesis committee does not include thesis editing.  

Evaluation Outcome for Thesis 
Thesis Research Topic Approval Process   

MS students in the Research Track will register for COMM 795 Thesis for a minimum total of six credits.   
During the term in which students are registered for COMM 715 Research Development in Strategic 
Communication, they will begin the process of outlining their thesis project and completing the 
Research Topic Approval Form (RTAF).   This form is available on the School of Graduate Studies and 
Research (SGSR) web site. Students may submit the RTAF and defend their research proposal during the 
same semester they are enrolled in COMM 715, so long as the thesis committee has been approved.   

 
The completed RTAF must include an indication of special resources, equipment or conditions needed 
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regarding this statement, please contact [Program Coordinator] or the School of Graduate Studies and 
Research. 

Academic Calendar 
View the IUP Academic Calendar:  www.iup.edu/news-events/calendar/academic/ 
 
The Following University and SGSR policies can be found at 
https://www.iup.edu/registrar/catalog/index.html 
Academic Good Standing 
Academic Integrity 
Bereavement-Related Class Absences 
Continuous Graduate Registration for Dissertation and Thesis 
Grad



Strategic Communication | Department of Communications Media | Indiana University of Pennsylvania 
 

18 

Appendices 
Student Advising Sheet 
Thesis Committee Identification Form 
Signature Page 
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Thesis Committee Identification and Approval Form  
 
This form is due to the Masters Coordinator before the middle of the semester prior to registering for 
COMM 795.  For students conducting thesis research in the summer, this is mid-term of the previous 
spring semester. Students are not permitted to register for thesis credits until this form is completed 
and approved by the program coordinator. 
 
Date:          
 
Student Name:        Student Banner ID @    
 
Student Signature:             
 
Tentative Thesis Topic:            
 
              
 
 
Signatures below indicate the faculty members’ willingness to serve on this thesis committee, but the 
committee structure is subject to approval by the Master’s coordinator and department chairperson. 
These signatures do not indicate final approval of any intended thesis topic.  
 
Thesis Chair:        Signature:        
 
Committee Member:       Signature:        
 
Committee Member:       Signature:       
 
 
Student signature indicates he/she is making this request and that he/she has reviewed the SGSR 
thesis/dissertation web site, pertinent deadlines, instructions for RTAF and IRB submissions, and has read 
the thesis/dissertation manual.  
 
Master’s Coordinator Approval:       Date:      
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