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Introduction 

The Ph.D. in Media and Communi ca tio n Studie s (MCOM) Student Handbo o k is a suppl e m e nt to  
the offic ia l IUP Graduate Catalo g and augme nts, but does not supe r se de, unive r si ty -wide 
polic ie s  and Schoo l of Graduate Studie s and Researc h (SGSR) regula tio ns. The handboo k 
pro vi de s additi o na l clarifi c a ti o n of unive r si ty polic i e s and SGSR regula tions that are spec i fi c to 
doctor a l stude nts in the MCOM program. The handbo o k expla i ns the proc e ss of being a stude nt 
in the  MCOM doctora l pro gr a m and is inte nde d to help guide stude nts towar d achie vi ng a Ph.D. 
in Media and Communi ca ti o n Studies.   

IUP’s Civility Statement 
As a univer s it y of differ en t peo ples and pers pec ti v es, IUP aspires to pro mo te th e gro wth of all peo ple in 
their academ i c, profes s i o na l, socia l, and pers o na l live s. Studen ts, faculty, and staff join toge t her to 
crea te a com muni ty wh ere peo ple exc ha nge idea s, listen to one ano ther wi th cons ider a ti o n and res pe ct, 
and are com mitt ed to fos ter ing civil i ty thro ugh univ er s ity stru ctu r es, policies, and pro c edur es. We, as 
memb er s of the univ er s ity, striv e to achi ev e th e follo w ing indiv idu a l commi tm e nts: 
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Admission 

Upon evalua t i o n of com ple ted applica ti o ns, docto r a l faculty de cide whet her or not to pro c eed with an 
inter v iew wit h pro s pec tiv e MCOM stud ents. Follo wing the compl eti o n of an in ter v iew, facu l ty cons id er 
the pro s pect i v e stude nt’ s applica ti o n mater i a l s and in ter v iew exp er ience in ma king a fina l deter mi na tio n 
rega r di ng ad mis s i o n. 
 
Graduate Admiss io ns: www.iup.edu/admis s i o ns/gradua te/  

For more info r ma ti o n re ga r di ng Admiss i o n Classif i ca ti o n and Provis io na l Admiss i o n for Intern a ti o na l 
Gradua te Applica ti o n, vie w the Gradua te Catalo g: www.iup.edu/gradca ta l o g  

Financial Assistance 
The depa rt m ent striv es to suppo r t as many docto r a l studen ts as pos s ibl e by pr o v idi ng a moneta r y award 
towa r d all or part of the pr o gr a m of stu dy. Financia l suppo r t varie s by the amo unt of the aw ard and the 
natur e of ass o cia ted work ass ignments. The five main cate go r ies are lis ted belo w.  

Graduate Assistantships 
One type of docto r a l stude nt aid is the gradua te ass is ta nts hi p (GA). GAs may be held for a ma ximu m of 
two years an d are awarde d for one aca demi c year at a ti me. A new appli ca tio n will be  requi r ed eac h 

http://www.iup.edu/admissions/graduate/
http://www.iup.edu/gradcatalog
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Teaching Associates 
A small numb er of adva nce d doc to r a l studen ts are accept ed for Gradua te Teach ing Associa te (TA) 
positio ns. Such an assign m ent requir es the stu den t to teac h two un der gr a dua t e clas s es (six cr edits) per 
semes ter. The TA receiv es pay equiv a le nt to one -half the sala r y of a begin ni ng ins tr uc to r and a sum mer 
tuitio n waiv e r as deter min ed by th e SGSR. All fees, as well as tuiti o n durin g the fall and sprin g 
semes ter s, must be paid by the asso ci a t e. Stude nts serv ing as Teachin g Associa tes must be enro ll ed for 
gradua te cre dit during eac h semes t er of their appo i n t ment.  
 
Each year, a MCOM facult y me mber wil l be des igna t ed as the TA mento r. Selected Teachin g Associa tes 
will work wi t h th e fac ulty mento r on pr epa r i ng for te achi ng ass ign ments and in partici pa ti ng in 
pro gr a ms de velo ped for the Teachi ng Associa tes. 
 
Teachi ng Associa tes are expec ted to be enro lled in ni ne cr edits du ring sem es ter s when they are doing 

https://www.iup.edu/admissions/graduate/financialaid/index.html
http://www.iup.edu/financialaid/
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Academic Advisement 

The Doctora l Coordina to r will serv e as 



MCOM Ph.D., Department of Communications Media | Indiana University of Pennsylvania 

 
 

9 

Crisis Interv e ntio n 24/7 Hotline: 1 -877-333-2470 
Stude nt Registra ti o n: www.iup.edu/regi s tr a r/student s/regis tr a ti o n -reso ur ces/index.html  

IUP Email 

IUP offers an email acco un t to all activ e studen ts. Your IUP email address is the primary means by with 
the university will contact you with official information and you should use for all IUP official 
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time bas is. It is very impo r ta nt to not e that appro v a l for a full -
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the fi eld of communi ca ti o ns and und er s ta nd the der iv a ti o n, appli ca ti o n, and li mita ti o ns of specif i c 
statis tica l tes ts. They will als o analyze and critiq ue th e use of stati s tics in res ea r ch publis h ed in the 
dis cipl i n e. Topics ad dres s ed in clud e da t a mana ge me nt, des criptiv e and infer e n ti a l statis ti cs, correla ti o n, 
and fac to r an aly s i s.  
 
COMM 801 Ideas that Shape Media        3 credits 
This cours e pro v ides a det a il ed analy s i s of prev a i l i ng theo r i es of media and com muni ca ti o n. Stude nts 
read mil es to ne res ea r c h, discus s the impa c t that cultur e and media have on each other, and wri te an 
exte ns i v e ana ly s i s of how techno l o gy, techni que, and cu lt ur e colli d e to crea te vario us forms of 
commu ni ca ti o n. The cours e als o focus e s on tren ds in Media and Communi ca ti o n Studies.  
 
COMM 812 Media Ethics         3 credits 
This cours e analyzes ethic a l pro blems using esta bl i s h ed theo r i es, resea r ch, and pers o na l ins i ghts. 
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COMM 822 Children & Media         3 credits 
This cours e analyzes the sco pe of medi a in rela ti o ns hi p to childr e n. The cours e exami nes th e impa ct tha t 
media has on chil dr en in te rms of beha v i o r and cult ur e. It also exa mines the infl uenc e childr e n have in 
shaping the media. Discu s s i o ns focus on mul tipl e forms of chil d r en’ s media inclu di ng tho s e wit hin 
enter ta i nme nt an d educa ti o n. Prereq u i s i te or co -requis i te: COMM 801.  
 
COMM 825 Quantitative Methods in Communications Research     3 credits 
This cours e pres ents stu de nts wit h a mo del -com pa r i s o n appro a ch to cond uc ti n g qua nti ta ti v e res ea r ch. 
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COMM 910 Advanced Doctoral Research in Communications     3 credits 
This cours e will serv e as an adva nce d exper i en ce to assur e stude nt s are prepa r e d to do pro fe s s i o na l 
res ea r ch in communi ca ti o ns. Stude nts will des ig n a comple te co mmu ni ca ti o n s res ea r ch pro j ect sui ta bl e 
for pro fes s i ona l pres en ta t i o n and publ i ca ti o n. Their wo rk will enc o mpa s s res ea r ch des ign, meas ur emen t 
tech niqu es, statis tica l pro c edur es, and philo s o phies of res ea r ch. Quantita tiv e and qualita tiv e 
appro a ches will be cons id er ed. Also co ver ed are practi ca l poin ts such as data collectio n and gener a tio n 
stra tegies , co ncep t defini ti o ns, data ba s e stru ctur e, and re po r t des ign. Prere qui s i tes: A mini mum of 39 
COMM docto ra l credi ts.  
 
COMM 995 Dissertation         12 credits 
This cours e is a culmina tin g scho la r ly activ ity re qui r in g th e mas ter y of an area of pro fes s io na l inter es t in 
the fi eld of Media and Communi ca tio n Studies. It req uir es a revie w of relev a nt liter a t ur e an d a 
quanti ta ti v e or qualita ti v e analys i s of data. Stude nts are req uir ed to deliv er an oral pres enta tio n of the 
pro po s a l and an oral defe n s e of the finis hed pro duc t.  

Evaluation of Students 

The MCOM docto ra l pro gr a m requ ir es two forma l examina ti o ns beyo nd tho s e enco un ter ed in spe ci f i c 
cours es. The studen t mus t suc ces s f ul l y comple te the Candida cy Examina ti o n an d th e Compre hens i v e 
Exami na ti o n as outli ned in the follo w i ng pages. For info r ma ti o n re ga r di ng Schoo l of Gradua t e Studies 
and Research policies on grading, view the Gradua te Catalo g: www.iup.edu/gradca ta l o g  

Candidacy Examinations 
Background 
Stude nts ad mitt ed to the MCOM progr a m are eli gibl e for doc to r a l degre e candi da cy, after th e suc ces s f ul 
comple tio n o f the follo w i n g twelv e MCOM cours e cr edits wi th an overa ll GPA 
of 3.0 or hig h er:  

�ƒ COMM 825: Quanti ta ti v e Research Methods or COMM 800: Commu nica ti o n Researc h  
�ƒ Statis ti cs (dependi ng on cours e rota ti o n)  
�ƒ COMM 801: Ideas That Shape Media  
�ƒ COMM 828: Qualita ti v e Research Methods  
�ƒ COMM Electi v e : Rotati ng  

 
Typica ll y, full time stud ent s will have co mplet ed thes e cours es in their firs t two semes ter s. In additio n, 
studen ts mus t be in goo d academi c sta n di ng with no “I” or “L” grades on their reco r d at th e time of the 
candida cy pr es enta ti o n. To obta in cand ida cy, the stu dent mus t su cces s f ul l y co mplet e a wri t ten 
candida cy examina ti o n co ver i ng the co re  curri cul um. The candida cy examina t i o n pro v ides stude nts wi th 
an oppo r tu ni ty to demo ns tr a te brea dt h and mas ter y of kno wledg e of com muni c a ti o ns media and 
theo r y, synth es ize relev a n t lit er a tur e, and ap ply criti ca l thinki ng skills in pro fes s i o na l and th eo r etica l 
situa ti o ns.  
 
Schedule 
Candida cy examina tio ns will be sche dul ed after th e completio n of cours es in th e spring sem es ter. 
Candida cy exams may be sched ul ed, wit h per mis s i o n of the MCOM facul ty, at other ti mes un der spe ci a l 
circu ms ta n ce s. It is expec t ed that all stu dents will ha ve c ompl ete d COMM 801 and 828 in the semes t er 
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Each stud ent will be ass ign ed a comp ut er in the tes ti ng loca ti o n. Stude nts will not be able to acces s the 
Intern et or any exter na l driv es. Studen ts will be pro v ided wi th  a flas h driv e on which to save their 
ans wer s usin g Micros o f t Word. Stude nts will be asked to save their doc ume nt usi ng their las t nam e an d 
the cours e nu mber or othe r iden tif ier lis ted with th e ques tio ns bei ng ans wer e d at tha t time. Stude nts 
will typ e thei r name at the top of the do cume nt and re-type th e qu es tio n they are ans wer ing at th e to p 
of the page abo v e where they will beg in ans wer ing th e qu es tio n. Studen ts will be advis ed to save their 
work on  the des kto p of th e com put er they are using unt il it is det er mi ned that the docu men ts have 
been suc ces s f ul l y saved to the flas h driv e. Stude nts may not save their work in any loca t i o n other than 
the flas h driv e pro v ided and the des kt o p of the co mput er to which th ey hav e bee n ass ign ed. Students 
will nee d to delete all files fro m the com puter at the end of ea ch te s t day.  
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by appo in tm ent but  ca nn o t be pho to c o pi ed or ta ke n home. Students mus t pa s s all four qu es ti o ns to 
pass the exa m as a who le.  
 
Stude nts wh o fail the ca n di da cy exami na ti o n in wh o le or in part may ele ct to comple te a one-time re -
examina t i o n. Stude nts wh o fail the ca n dida cy exami na ti o n may enro ll in clas s es for the follo w i ng 
semes ter an d must com ple te that se mes ter befo r e ret a ki ng the exa mina ti o n. The sche dul i ng of the re-
examina t i o n will be at the dis cr eti o n of the Doctora l Coordina to r and may occ ur at any poi nt during the 
follo w i ng aca demi c year, but it will be no later than the sprin g of the follo w ing academi c yea r when th e 
next can dida cy exami na t i o ns are sche dul ed.  
 
If the stu den t is not suc ces s f ul on the re -examina ti o n of the full or partia l ca ndid a cy exa mina t i o n, the 
examina t i o n has been fail ed, and th e studen t is dis m is s ed fro m th e pro gr a m.  

Comprehensive Examinations 
Background  
The compre h ens i v e exa mi na ti o n will co ns is t of writ t en and oral compo nents. The compre h ens i v e 
examina t io n will in clud e ques tio ns rele v a nt to the studen t’ s pro p o s ed dis s er ta tio n res ea r c h as well as 
bro a der ques tio ns relev a n t to their cou rs ew o r k and the fi eld . The compr ehens i v e exami na ti o n 
commi ttees will de ter mi n e th e appro p r i a te ques ti o ns for stude n ts bas ed on stude nts ’ cour s ew o r k and 
pro po s ed are a s of res ea r ch. The compr ehens i v e exa mina ti o n is used to deter mi ne a stu de nt’ s pro gr es s 
in the fie ld of Media and  Communi ca ti o n Studies and the stu den t’ s likeli ho o d o f succ es s in the res ea r c h -
diss er ta ti o n phas e.  
 
Stude nts mus t be in acade mi c goo d sta ndi ng wit h no “I” or “L” grades on their reco r d at th e time of th e 
written com p r ehens i v e examina ti o n an d mus t have comple ted all MCOM cours ew o r k, with the 
exce pti o n of COMM 910. Stude nts are expe cte d to sit for the com p r ehens iv e exami na tio n on th e firs t 
occa s io n it is offer ed follo w ing the com pletio n of all cours ew o r k, other than COMM 910. Studen ts may 
defer the co mpr ehe ns iv e examina t io n only one tim e, elec tin g to sit for th e examina tio n on the seco n d 
occa s io n it is offe r ed follo w ing the com pletio n of all cours ew o r k. Stude nts are requir ed to decla r e their 
inten ti o ns to take the com pr ehens i v e examina ti o n by submi tti n g to the Doctor a l Coordina to r one 
comple ted co py of the Comprehe ns i v e Exami na ti o n Oral Defens e Committe e App rova l Form (C1) by the 
anno unce d deadli nes.  
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compreh ens i v e exami na ti o n in the sum mer. Studen t s are not per mi tt ed to tak e th e writ ten portio n of 
the compr e h ens i v e exa mi na tio n if full summer ses s io n cours es ar e still in pro gr es s or inco m plete.  
 
Oral Defense Committee Selection 
The oral defe ns e will be heard by a com mitt ee of no fewer than th ree current MCOM docto ra l faculty 
memb er s. This commi tte e will be selec t ed by th e stu dent and app ro v ed by the Doctora l Coordina to r. It 
is expe ct f 
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copies of ans wer s pro v ide d to stude nts prio r to the oral defens e will be ret ur n ed to the co mmit tee at 
the concl us i o n of the oral defens e.  
 
Stude nts may bring to the oral defens e meeti ng only the origi na l bluebo o k an d copies of thei r writte n 
ans wer s. Students may make notes on the hard copi es of their wr itten ans wer s, but no othe r docu men ts 
may be used or dis tr ibu ted durin g the oral defens e meetin g. The sched ule of or al defens es will be 
dis tr i bu ted to the Commu n ica ti o ns Media docto r a l fac ul 
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simply on the outco m e of the examina t i o n. Procedur a l vio la ti o ns would be cas es in which the 
pro gr a m/dep a rtmen t faile d to follo w pro gr a m/depa r tmen t an d/or Univers i ty polici es and/or 
pro cedur es rela ti ng to the admini s tr a ti o n and/or ev alua ti o n of th e exa m.  

The appea l mus t be mad e in writi ng to the dean of th e Schoo l of Gradua te Studi es and Resea rch. 
Documen ta ti o n of the poli cy(ies)/procedur es in qu es ti o n mus t be pro v i ded, along wi th a det a il ed 
des cr i pt i o n o f the allege d vio la ti o n(s). All evide nce suppo r ti n g th e allege d vio l a tio n sho uld als o be 
pro v ided. The stud ent mu s t submi t the written appe a l to the dea n of the SGSR withi n 30 days of receip t 
of the ou tco me of the exa mina ti o n. Upon recei pt of the wri tte n appea l to th e dean of the SGSR, the 
dean will con duc t  an inves tiga tio n of th e allega tio n, review the docume nta t io n and ren der a fina l 
decis io n whic h com plet es the app ea l pr o ces s. The fin a l decis io n re nder ed by th e dean of the SGSR may 
not be appea l ed.  

If it is found that poli cy/and/or pro cedu r e has be en vio la ted, the dean of the SGSR will ins tr u ct the 
pro gr a m/dep a rtmen t to all o w the stud e nt to reta k e the exam, full y adher i n g to policy and pr o cedur es. 
In the event of a findin g in suppo r t of th e stud ent a lle ga ti o n, the re exa mi na t i o n may not be counted as 
one of th e att empts permi t ted und er th e Univers ity or Departme nt ’ s Reexa mina tio n Policy.  

Reexamination Policy 
No stude nt is permi tte d a “thir d” exami na ti o n wi tho ut a reco m m enda ti o n to that effe ct fro m the degree 
pro gr a m’ s spo ns o r i ng dep a r tmen t per their ado pt ed written pro ce dur es and th e appro v a l of the Schoo l 
of Gradua t e Studies and Research dea n (or designee). E xceptio ns to this policy fo r pro gr a ms can be 
made only wi th the appro v a l of the Scho o l of Gradua t e Studies and Researc h. In the event a studen t 
does not su cc es s f ully comp lete the com pr ehens iv e re -examina ti o n acco r di ng to pro gr a m req uir emen ts 
and the fail ur
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Dissertation 
A disser ta tio n is req uir ed of all docto r a l cand ida tes and mus t dem o ns tr a te the candida te’ s mas ter y of 
their res ea r c h and pro du c e res ults of an origina l inv es ti ga ti o n in the fiel d of Media and Communi ca ti o n 
Studi es. The goal sho uld be to make an origina l scho l a r l y contr i b ut i o n to the fi el d.  
 
Following the suc ces s f ul co mplet i o n of the abo v e deg ree req uir em ents, stu den t s sho uld app l y for the 
next availa bl e gradua ti o n date. While gradua ti o n occ ur s durin g th e fall, spring, and sum mer terms, there 
is no sum mer com men cem ent cere mo n y. As such, summer gradua tes wis hin g to partici pa te in 
comme nce m ent sho ul d ap ply for Augus t grad ua ti o n, and RSVP to partici pa te in May com me ncem ent.  

 
For more info r ma ti o n, vie w the Gradua te Catalo g: www.iup.edu/gradca ta l o g  

Dissertation Completion 

A disserta tio n is req uir ed of all docto r a l cand ida tes,  and must de mo ns tr a te th e can dida te’ s master y of 
res ea r ch an d reflect th e re s ults of an ori gina l inves tig a tio n in th e principl e fiel d of study. The goal is to 
make an origi na l con tr i bu ti o n to kno wle dge in the fiel d. Repli ca te d studies are only appro pr i a te in 
c ircu ms ta n ce s where a sig nif ica nt ly diff er ent varia ble exis ts in the MCOM stud ent’ s res ea r c h des ig n. 
Stude nts are expe cte d to cons ul t the Schoo l of Gradua te Studies and Research web si te an d the Thesis -
Disserta tio n Manual and be fully aware of requ ir em ents an d deadlines for the dis s er ta tio n comple tio n 
pro ces s. The Thesis -Disserta ti o n Inform a ti o n page is loca ted at 
http://www.iup.ed u/grad ua tes tud i es/thes is/defaul t.aspx All docu ments refer e nced in this sectio n will 
be refer e nce d and docu m ented usin g the mos t curr ent cita ti o n metho d outli ned by the America n 
Psycho lo gi ca l Associa ti o n (APA).  
 
Registering for Dissertation Credits 
Following the compl etio n of all cours es, stude nts mu s t enro ll in COMM 995: Disserta tio n for a 
cum ula ti v e tota l of 12 credits. As noted prev i o us l y in this manua l, depa rtm enta l gradua t e assis ta nts and 
teachi ng ass o ci a tes mus t regis ter for mi nimu m numb er s of credi ts bas ed on thei r indiv i d ua l 
ass ignments. For more info r ma ti o n, see Continuo us Gradua te Regis tr a ti o n for Disserta ti o n an d Thesis 
policy belo w.  
 
For the pur p o s es of fina nc ia l aid, stu de nts regis t er e d for one cre dit of COMM 995 Disserta tio n are 
cons ider ed fu ll-time by th e Schoo l of Gradua te Studi es and Resea rch. However, studen ts wh o are 
receiv ing any form of fina n cia l aid are advis ed to che ck wi th th e source of the aid to deter m ine the 
agency ’ s req uir emen ts for enro llme nt.  

 
Dissertation Committee Selection 
Each stud ent in the pro gr a m is res po ns i bl e for sec ur i ng a diss er ta t i o n chair fro m the ap pro v ed doc to r a l 
faculty who are curre nt member s of th e Depart men t of Communi ca ti o ns Media or other cur rent IUP 
faculty with gradua te teac hi ng status. The chair of th e dis s er ta ti o n com mitt ee mus t be a member of the 
Departmen t of Communi c a ti o ns Media and be appro v ed by the Schoo l of Gradua te Studies and 
Research to teach docto r a l -level cours es. In cons ider i ng the sel ec ti o n of a diss er ta tio n commi ttee, the 
studen t will cons ul t wit h potenti a l fa cul ty, the stu de nt’ s dis s er ta ti o n chair, and the docto r a l pro gr a m 
coo rdina to r. The stude nt and the dis s er t a tio n com mit tee chair per s o n will colla b o r a te in the select i o n of 
the other me mber s of the commi ttee. The diss er ta ti o n com mi t tee w ill cons is t of at leas t thr e e 
memb er s, all of who m mus t hold an ear ned docto r a t e or ter mina l degree such as an M.F.A. In addi ti o n 
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to the chair p er s o n, at leas t one other memb er mus t be fro m the curre nt Depa rtmen t of 
Communi ca ti o ns Media fa culty. All member s of the dis s er ta ti o n committ ee mu s t have ob ta ined 
gradua te tea chi n g stat us. A majo rity of the comm itt e e mus t have docto r a l tea c hi n g status.  
 
Stude nts re gi s ter for sec ti o ns of COMM 995: Disserta ti o n that are assigned to their diss er ta ti o n chair. 
Stude nts wi ll not be give n permis s io n to regis ter for dis s er ta tio n cr edits until th eir dis s er ta ti o n 
commi ttee chair has be en confir m ed. With the dea dli n e for regis tr a tio n ty pica lly th e las t da y of clas s es 
of the prio r academi c se m es ter, stud en ts will be req uir ed to ide nt if y their dis s e r ta tio n comm ittee chair 
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appro pr ia te deadlines. All committ ee me mber s are expect ed to be activ ely invo lv ed in th e dis s er ta tio n 
pro ces s, to respo nd to stu dent qu es ti o ns in a tim ely fashio n, and attend all diss er ta ti o n me etings as 
coo rdina ted by th e dis s er ta tio n chair.  
 
Stude nts in the dis s er ta ti o n pro ces s are res po ns i bl e for cons is tent and ti mely co mmu ni ca ti o n with th eir 
dis s er ta ti o n committ ee, pa rticul a r l y the dis s er ta ti o n chair. Once the com mit tee has appro v ed the RTAF, 
the stude nt is exp ec ted to mainta i n con ta ct at le as t once a mon th, or more, unti l the fina l dis s er ta ti o n is 
defend ed an d appro v ed. Stude nts are requir ed to su bmit drafts and res po n d to reques ts fo r revis i o ns to 
docume nts by deadli nes, as esta bl i s hed by th eir dis s er ta ti o n chair and dis s er ta t i o n com mi tt e e. All 
studen ts, but partic ul a r l y tho s e stude nt s in the dis s er ta ti o n pro ces s, should be aware of IUP’s acade mi c 
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availa bl e fro m the Schoo l of Gradua t e Studies and Research and on -line at 
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Leave of Absence Policy  
Time Limi ta ti o ns  
Time- to -Degree Masters/Doctora l Dismi s s a l Appeal Policy  
Time- to -Degree Extens io ns for Master’ s Thesis and Doctora l Disserta ti o n  
Transfer of Credits Policy  

Research 

w w w.iup.edu/gradca ta l o g  
www.iup.edu/resea r ch/  

Program Policies 

Program Policy on Incomplete (I) Grades 
The designa t i o n of an “I” is used to reco r d work wh ic h, so far as co ver ed, is of a pass ing grade but 
inco mpl ete beca us e of per s o na l illnes s or other unav o i da bl e emer gency cir cu m s ta nces. Inco mplet e (I) 
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Appendices 

Appendix A: Comprehensive Examination Oral Defense Committee Approval Form 
(C1) 
This form is due to the doctoral coordinator by the announced deadlines each year. The 
written comprehensive examination is typically scheduled during the summer with the oral 
defense in the fall  each year. 
 
 
Date of Submission: ____________________________________________________________
  
Date (month/year) of intended comprehensive examination: ___________________________________________
  
Student Name: _____________________________ Student Banner ID @__________________
  
Student Signature:___________________________________________________________
  
Signatures below indicate the faculty members’  willingness to serve on this comprehensive 
examination oral defense committee, but the committee structure is subject to approval by the 
doctoral coordinator and department chairperson. Students will be notified by the doctoral 
coordinator of the need for any revisions to this committee structure. StuDtu0-5 (__)-511 (Dt)-1s a1 (s)]Ta (__lDt)-1so (__  0 Tw (v)Tj
2.4150 Td
[(966 (t)-1 qu (p)]TJ
0 Tw]TJ
(cd 5.615 .002 Tw 1.27 0 Td
.15 78(c)Tj
-0.01 (onat) li0 Tw (v)Tj
2.415sTc -0.002 Tw 1.27 0 Td
(i9S)6 (t)-1 t ( fa)]TJ
0 Tdfa)]a)s)-t 0 Tw 2.05 0 Td
3(e)Tj
0.44  0 Td
[(t)-2 (he)-1 ( do)6 0 Td
(m)5Tj
0.255 0 Td
(c)Tj
0.44 do
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Appendix B: Dissertation Committee Approval Form (D1) 
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credits and how many they plan to register for. It is not required to take dissertation 
credits during the summer. 

 
Doctoral Coordinator:   Date: 
  

 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Please indicate the semester and year in which you will  first register for dissertation credits 
and the number of COMM 995 credits you intend to take in t
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Signature Page 

Dear MCOM Ph.D. student,  
 
Congratulations on choosing to further your education at Indiana University of Pennsylvania. The 
goal of the Ph.D. in Media and Communication Studies is your success. So that your experience in 
the graduate program is the best it can be, the MCOM Ph.D. Handbook provides information that 
is essential to you. It contains information about the policies and procedures of the MCOM Ph.D. 
program. This document is a supplement to the Graduate Catalog prepared by IUP’s School of 
Graduate Studies and Research. Policies and procedures contained in the Graduate Catalog provide 
the framework for your role as an IUP citizen and a member of our IUP family.  
 
Your signature below indicates you acknowledge that you are responsible for the information 
outlined in the handbook provided to you by the MCOM Ph.D. program. 
 
Student name:           
Student signature:        
Date:          
 
_____ [please initial] I understand my program coordinator may share this document with the 
School of Graduate Studies and Research. 

 
Please sign, remove the page from the handbook and return it to the MCOM Ph.D. program 
coordinator. 
 
 
 
______________________________________ 
Date 

 
 
 
 

Submit to Dr. Kleinman by 9/16/23 
 

The department will keep this signed document on file. 
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