
   
 

 

Course Descriptions │ Fall 2022  
 
***You can take any course number a second time as long as 
the topic of the course is different.  No course number can be  
taken more than a total of four times.*** 
 
 
ENGL 674 Research Trends in English 
Ruins/Repairs Elegy in British Literature 
M 6:15-8:45pm 
Dr. Michael T. Williamson 
 
This course offers students an opportunity to explore the history of the elegy, a form devoted to the 
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ENGL 763/863 British Literature to 1660 
Plays, Authoritarianism, and Resistance  
W 3:30-6:00pm 
Dr. Christopher Orchard 
 
In our current zeitgeist when authoritarianism has resurfaced, this course will focus on an earlier but 
eerily prescient moment of history in which the tensions that existed between authority, the state and 
playwrights in the Renaissance period are fully articulated. We will be asking questions such as: how 
did playwrights of the Elizabethan and Jacobean period such as Thomas Massinger use the stage to 
protest the interference by figures of authority in the arts? How did writers such as Ben Jonson in his 
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ENGL 766/866 Comparative Literature 
Orality, Ethnopoetics, and Digital Humanities 
TH 3:30-6:00 
Dr. Kenneth Sherwood  
 
As we move between paper and screen, to laptop and Kindle, from Twitter feed to Audible book, we 
can't help but feel that language practices are on the move. Today perhaps more than any time since 
Gutenberg, scholars of literature are aware of the provisional or historically contextual nature of 
print texts. Katherine Hayles and Jessica Pressman write that:  
 

As the era of print is passing, it is possible once again to see print in a comparative context 
with other textual media, including the scroll, the manuscript codex, the early print codex, the 
variations of book forms produced by changes from letterpress to offset to digital publishing 
machines, and born-digital forms such as electronic literature and computer games. 
(Introduction to Comparative Textual Media: Transforming the Humanities in the Postprint 
Era. U Minnesota P, 2013) 

 
In this useful framing of "comparative textual media" Hayles and Pressman identify a situation that 
is both new and not so new, especially if we can think of oral cultures as making (unwritten) texts. 
Before there were books, grammars, or even letters--humans produced oral literatures, as cultures 
still do. Oral literature is a cultural universal; every known language has produced a poetry. From 
voice to ear, the body finds rhythms and patterns to verse in all known cultures, through 30,000 
years of shouts, whispers, stutters, and chants.  
 
So as the "digital" emphasis of the last two decades seems to have shifted our perspective on the 
material book, I'm interested in going back a little further to the advent of Ethnopoetics in the 1970s. 
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In 2021 IUP students helped initiate a collaborative scholarly wiki at Ethnopoetics.Org, which we 
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ENGL 984 Literary Theory Applied to a Major British Author or Theme 
Ruins/Repairs Elegy in British Literature  
Dr. Michael T. Williamson 
M 6:15-8:45 
 
This course offers students an opportunity to explore the history of the elegy, a form devoted to the 
complex dynamics between ruin and repair. Our first unit will consider ways of reading British 
elegiac poetry from a variety of historical periods. Our “test case” will be Victorian elegiac poetry.  


