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Liberal Studies courses must include
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Teacher Education Section

The perspectives and contributions of ethnic and racial minorities
and of women will be investigated through the required 'Disaster
Diary' as students compare and contrast the reactions of media
outlets and global organizations to natural disasters in different
regions of the world and in different socioeconomic communities.
Requiring students to find actual online blogs and funding appeals
from disaster victims will help them gain first-person experience in
how disasters have different impacts for different communities.

In their analysis of the ethics and economics of disaster recovery,
students will be asked to compare the permanent displacement of
African American survivors of New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina
with the immediate rebuilding of wealthy New Jersey white
communities after Superstorm Sandy. They will also investigate why
a Hispanic female mayor (Carmen Yulin Cruz of San Juan PR) is
vilified for criticizing the pace of disaster recovery after Hurricane
Maria while a white male news reporter (Anderson Cooper of CNN)
is lionized for doing the same thing after Hurricane Katrina.

Natural disasters are widely covered in social and mass media
during the events themselves, and during the months of recovery
that follow. In order to keep students engaged in the most current
events, most class readings will be taken from reputable news
organizations and constantly updated as new disasters occur.

Examples of the kinds of online coverage and analysis that students
will be asked to follow in this class include:

® Achenbach, Joel and Berman, Mark (2017, Oct 16) People love
to live in places that are at risk for disasters, ‘and this is what
happens’. The Washington Post. Retrieved from https://www.w
ashingtonpost.com/national/people-love-to-live-in-places-that-ar
e-at-risk-for-disasters-and-this-is-what-happens/2017/10/15/ba5
0ed38-b03f-11e7-be94-fabb0f1e9ffb_story.html

® Chappell, Bill (2017, Sept 28) Volcano Threat On Pacific Island
Triggers Mass Evacuation. National Public Radio. Retrieved
from http://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2017/09/28/55417
5936/volcano-threat-at-pacific-island-triggers-mass-evacuation

® Cockburn, Patrick (2011, Jan 20) Catastrophe on camera: Why
media coverage of natural disasters is flawed. The
Independent. Retrieved from http://www.independent.co.uk/ne
ws/media/tv-radio/catastrophe-on-camera-why-media-coverage
-of-natural-disasters-is-flawed-2189032.html

® Healy, Jack, Robles, Frances and Nixon, Ron (2017, Oct 3) Aid
Is Getting to Puerto Rico. Distributing It Remains a Challenge. T
he New York Times. Retrieved from https://www.nytimes.com/2
017/10/03/us/puerto-rico-aid-fema-maria.html

® Horowitz, Andy (2017, Sept 14) Don't Repeat the Mistakes of
the Katrina Recovery. The New York Times. Retrieved from htt
ps://www.nytimes.com/2017/09/14/opinion/hurricane-katrina-irm
a-harvey.html

® Lakhani, Nina (2017, Oct 2) Forgotten in life and death:
inequality for Mexico's invisible underclass after quake. The
Guardian. Retrieved from https://www.theguardian.com/world/2
017/oct/01/mexico-city-earthquake-factory-collapse-colonia-obr
era

® Media distortion and western bias — why do some disasters
attract more cash? Part of the Students Speak series. (2014,
Dec 2) The Guardian. Retrieved from https://www.theguardian.c
om/global-development/2014/dec/02/students-speak-media-dist
ortion-western-bias-disasters
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