
Copyright, Fair Use and Public Performance 

 

The information below details recent changes to IUP’s copyright policies and procedures. For 
many years IUP has been in the process of establishing a copyright policy. Please see 

http://www.iup.edu/page.aspx?id=165526 

The policy, along with defining a compliance officer and establishing a website with training 

http://www.iup.edu/page.aspx?id=165526


 instructor showing a film only to officially registered students in a classroom, where the 

content of the film is directly relates to the course. 

Library-owned films rarely include public performance rights. Showing films (either rented, 

purchased or borrowed from the library) outside of the classroom may be illegal. Showing a 

copyrighted film (VHS, 16mm, DVD) outside the classroom without obtaining public 

performance rights is in all likelihood illegal. 

You can rent the film from a distributor. (The cost of this solution varies with the popularity of 

the movie.)http://www.videouniversity.com/distribs.htm 

You get permission from one of the following: 

The Motion Picture Licensing Corporation, Movie Licensing USA, and Swank Motion Pictures, 

Inc., grant public performance rights. 

The Motion Picture Licensing Corporation is an independent copyright licensing service 

exclusively authorized by major Hollywood motion picture studios and independent producers 

to grant Umbrella Licenses to nonprofit groups, businesses, and government organizations to 

ensure that the public performances of home videodiscs and videocassettes comply with the 

Federal Copyright Act. 

http://www.videouniversity.com/distribs.htm
http://www.mplc.com/
http://www.movlic.com/
http://www.swank.com/
http://www.swank.com/


2006 http://www.williams.edu/library/guides/videos_copyright.php 

 

"Public Performance Rights - the Basics". Johns Hopkins University Sheridan Library. 

http://www.williams.edu/library/guides/videos_copyright.php
http://www.library.jhu.edu/researchhelp/film/ppr.html
http://www.utsystem.edu/OGC/Intellectualproperty/permissn.htm
http://www.fas.harvard.edu/~scdiroff/movies/index.html

