
!"#"$%&'($
$

)*+,-+./+$!/00'.0+11$
2'/3&4'$5+4+6738/$

$
97.'::$;'</(+:$=+::$

>1?/+1+$@1/*'.3/(A$7B$C'113A:*+1/+$
D'E('0F'.$GHI$JHKG$L$MNHH$EO0O$

	
  

George	
  Gershwin	
  (1898-­‐1937)	
  
P&F+1$"*'.(&.'$QKRGJS$$
	
  
Allen	
  Shawn	
  (b.1948)	
  
T8.''$%+1<'$C7.(.+/(3$QKRRUS$$
1.	
  Lilting	
  	
  



$
	
  

9'7.6'$9'.38X/1$



at	
  the	
  center,	
  this	
  is	
  the	
  world	
  of	
  Gershwin’s	
  “American”%shifted	
  from	
  the	
  multifaceted	
  
experiences	
  of	
  Paris	
  to	
  the	
  heady	
  club	
  life	
  of	
  Havana	
  in	
  the	
  first	
  half	
  of	
  the	
  twentieth	
  century.	
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Allen	
  Shawn,	
  born	
  in	
  1948,	
  grew	
  up	
  in	
  New	
  York	
  City	
  and	
  has	
  been	
  on	
  the	
  faculty	
  of	
  Bennington	
  
College	
  in	
  Vermont	
  since	
  1985.	
  Shawn	
  is	
  the	
  son	
  of	
  D$,%L,H%@":;,:%editor	
  William	
  Shawn	
  and	
  
the	
  brother	
  of	
  actor	
  and	
  playwright	
  Wallace	
  Shawn.	
  He	
  received	
  a	
  bachelor’s	
  degree	
  from	
  
Harvard	
  University	
  and	
  studied	
  in	
  France	
  with	
  composer,	
  conductor,	
  and	
  teacher	
  Nadia	
  
Boulanger.	
  Shawn’s	
  musical	
  output	
  includes	
  a	
  dozen	
  orchestral	
  works	
  and	
  concertos;	
  three	
  
chamber	
  operas;	
  and	
  a	
  large	
  catalogue	
  of	
  chamber	
  music,	
  songs,	
  choral	
  music,	
  piano	
  music,	
  and	
  
music	
  for	
  ballet	
  and	
  theater.	
  	
  
	
  
Shawn	
  performs	
  frequently	
  as	
  a	
  pianist	
  and	
  is	
  the	
  author	
  of	
  articles	
  for	
  the	
  G(-0*('8%!"*($-1)	
  
D$,%D'6,#%/'(,:0:1%5A==-,6,*()%D$,%!A#'80-%D'6,#)	
  and	
  I'-6%I":A6J	
  He	
  has	
  written	
  three	
  books	
  
titled	
  G:*"-+%58$",*?,:EB#%M"A:*,1	
  (2002),	
  7'#$%N%C"A-+%2,%D$,:,	
  (2007),	
  and	
  DH'*	
  (2011)	
  and	
  is	
  
currently	
  working	
  on	
  a	
  book	
  about	
  Leonard	
  Bernstein.	
  For	
  his	
  compositions,	
  Shawn	
  has	
  
received	
  a	
  Goddard	
  Lieberson	
  Award	
  and	
  an	
  Academy	
  Award	
  in	
  Music	
  from	
  the	
  American	
  
Academy	
  of	
  Arts	
  and	
  Letters.	
  	
  
	
   	
  



music	
  from	
  an	
  early	
  age,	
  writing	
  his	
  first	
  piece	
  at	
  age	
  seven	
  and	
  attempting	
  his	
  first	
  opera	
  at	
  age	
  
ten.	
  At	
  age	
  14,	
  Barber	
  entered	
  the	
  Curtis	
  Institute	
  of	
  Music	
  in	
  Philadelphia	
  where	
  he	
  studied	
  
voice,	
  piano,	
  and	
  composition.	
  At	
  Curtis,	
  he	
  met	
  Gian	
  Carlo	
  Menotti	
  with	
  whom	
  he	
  formed	
  a	
  
lifelong	
  personal	
  and	
  professional	
  relationship.	
  
	
  
In	
  his	
  20s,	
  Barber	
  wrote	
  a	
  large	
  number	
  of	
  compositions	
  launching	
  him	
  to	
  the	
  forefront	
  of	
  the	
  
classical	
  music	
  world.	
  Widely	
  distinguished	
  for	
  his	
  gorgeous	
  melodies	
  composed	
  in	
  a	
  romantic	
  
vein,	
  his	
  most	
  recognizable	
  and	
  beloved	
  composition,	
  G+0E'"%F":%5(:'*E#)%was	
  written	
  when	
  he	
  
was	
  28	
  and	
  was	
  premiered	
  by	
  the	
  NBC	
  Symphony	
  Orchestra	
  under	
  the	
  baton	
  of	
  Arturo	
  
Toscanini	
  in	
  1938.	
  
	
  
Barber	
  was	
  the	
  recipient	
  of	
  numerous	
  awards	
  and	
  prizes	
  over	
  his	
  lifetime	
  including	
  the	
  
American	
  Prix	
  de	
  Rome	
  and	
  two	
  Pulitzers	
  and	
  election	
  to	
  the	
  American	
  Academy	
  of	
  Arts	
  and	
  
Letters.	
  He	
  died	
  of	
  cancer	
  in	
  1981	
  in	
  New	
  York	
  City	
  and	
  was	
  buried	
  in	
  his	
  hometown	
  of	
  West	
  
Chester.	
  
	
  
Souvenirs,	
  Op.	
  28	
  (1951)	
  
Composed	
  in	
  1951,	
  5"A9,*':#%is	
  one	
  of	
  Barber’s	
  very	
  few	
  works	
  that	
  could	
  be	
  considered	
  light	
  in	
  
style,	
  or	
  referred	
  to	
  as	
  “salon”	
  music.	
  This	
  suite,	
  written	
  for	
  piano	
  four-­‐hands,	
  was	
  composed	
  at	
  



	
   5	
  -­‐	
  Hesitation-­‐tango	
  -­‐	
  A	
  Bedroom	
  Affair	
  	
  
	
   6	
  -­‐	
  Galop-­‐coda	
  -­‐	
  all	
  the	
  guests	
  visit	
  the	
  beach	
  for	
  a	
  jolly	
  good	
  afternoon	
  (3)	
  
$
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Russian-­‐born	
  American	
  composer	
  Igor	
  Stravinsky	
  (1882-­‐1971)	
  is	
  widely	
  recognized	
  as	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  
most	
  important	
  and	
  influential	
  composers	
  of	
  the	
  20th	
  century.	
  The	
  son	
  of	
  a	
  distinguished	
  
Russian	
  singer,	
  Stravinsky	
  spent	
  his	
  early	
  years	
  in	
  Russia,	
  either	
  in	
  St.	
  Petersburg	
  or	
  at	
  the	
  



this	
  piano	
  four-­‐hands	
  version	
  that	
  D$,	
  K'(,%"F%5=:'*E	
  was	
  first	
  published	
  in	
  1913.	
  The	
  orchestral	
  
score	
  was	
  not	
  published	
  until	
  1921,	
  so	
  the	
  piano	
  four-­‐hands	
  arrangement	
  was	
  the	
  predominant	
  
version	
  by	
  which	
  the	
  piece	
  gained	
  public	
  exposure.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  initial	
  reading	
  of	
  D$,%K'(,%"F%5=:'*E%by	
  Stravinsky	
  and	
  Debussy	
  left	
  a	
  lasting	
  impression	
  on	
  
the	
  two	
  composers	
  and	
  Louis	
  Laloy.	
  Laloy	
  recalls,	
  “When	
  they	
  had	
  finished,	
  there	
  was	
  no	
  
question	
  of	
  embracing,	
  nor	
  even	
  compliments.	
  We	
  were	
  silent,	
  overwhelmed	
  by	
  this	
  hurricane	
  
that	
  had	
  come	
  from	
  the	
  depths	
  of	
  the	
  ages	
  and	
  torn	
  up	
  our	
  life	
  by	
  the	
  roots"	
  [Eric	
  Walter	
  
White:	
  Stravinsky	
  and	
  Debussy].	
  Years	
  later,	
  Stravinsky	
  apparently	
  recalled	
  the	
  occasion	
  and	
  
said	
  that	
  what	
  had	
  impressed	
  him	
  most	
  at	
  the	
  time	
  was	
  Debussy's	
  brilliant	
  piano	
  playing.	
  In	
  a	
  


