
Open Topics Soc 481 

Special Topics Psych 481 

Understanding and Responding to Violence and Trauma 

Christian A. Vaccaro 

I. Catalog Description  

An overview of contemporary and current research and clinical approaches for preventing, 

responding to, and coping with violence and trauma across a variety of social context.  

Emphasizes understanding current research and skill building in the context of a professional 

conference setting. 

II. Course Objectives 

In this course, students will 

 Critically assess a variety of evidence-based clinical practices employed by human 

service workers for the purpose of preventing, responding to, and coping with violence 

and trauma 

 Evaluate current research and research methods used to study violence and trauma 

across a variety of contexts 

 Practice professional skill building techniques for under professional supervision of 

leading practitioners of violence and trauma prevention and response 

 Attend a four day conference on violence and trauma, held at IUP as a core part of their 

training.       

III. Course Outline 

 Topic  Readings  Activity  

May 12
th

 Learning How to Attend 

a Conference 

 Discussion Board 1: 

Reviewing Conference 

Program  

Quiz 1: Conference 

Etiquette and 

Networking  

May 13
th

 Victimization and 

Violence in School 

Settings  

Stein, Nan, Lyn 

Mikel Brown & 

Meda Chesney-

Lind. 2007. 

“Patriarchy Matters: 

Toward a Gendered 



Victimization” 

Violence Against 

Women 13: 1249-

1273. 

May 14
th

 Domestic Violence and 

Men’s Violence against 

Women  

Finkelhor, David, 

Heather Turner, 

Sherry Hamby and 



May 22
nd

  Day 3 Conference 

Activities 

 Validate Full Day 

http://www.rand.org/pubs/occasional_papers/OP382.html
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IUP is committed to ensuring equal access to education as intended by Section 504 of the 

Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Disability Support Services 

provides services to students with disabilities of all kinds, including learning, physical, hearing, 

vision, or psychological. Students who plan to request accommodations should contact the 

Disability Support Services Office at the beginning of each semester.  To determine whether you 

qualify for accommodations, or if you have questions about services and procedures for students 

with disabilities contact: Office of Disability Support Services, 216 Pratt Hall, 724-357-4067. 

Academic Integrity 

IUP students are expected to maintain the highest standards of honesty and integrity.  You are 

responsible for knowing and abiding by the IUP Academic Integrity Policy, (website: 

http://www.iup.edu/teachingexcellence/nfo/acadintegrity.shtm).  Practicing academic integrity 

means you do not:  

 
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