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Chat Questions & Answers 

Q:  Do you have to have a written Exposure Control Plan for COVID-19 or include within the ECP? 
A:  Regarding a written Exposure Control Plan, the guidance does not require it, but as you'll see in 
the 16 steps, it will be easier to have one.  Several states have issued Emergency Temporary Standards 
that do require a written program so if OSHA issues a standard, it may require a written program. 
 
Q: For the purposes of site selection, how is OSHA defining "elevated" accident/injury rates.  
What's the number? 
A:  OSHA defines exposure risk as "very high," "high," "medium," and "lower." Those classifications 
are determined by level of exposure; for example "very high" exposure risk includes industries who, 
according to the OSHA COVID-19 Guidance, "are those with high potential for exposure to known or 
suspected sources of COVID-19 during specific medical, postmortem, or laboratory procedures."  There 
is no quantitative "number" it’s a qualitative risk assessment based on site specific risk. 
 
As far as I can see the guidance does not specify elevated, but OSHA generally relies on average rates for 
each NAICS code published by the Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
 
Q:  Where can we find the references that are being mentioned? 
A:  References appear at the end of the presentation.  Here is the hyperlink to OSHA's Guidance:  
https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/publications/OSHA3990.pdf 
 
Q:  Do these policies and updates have to be posted? 
A:  Regarding posting, as you are hearing the guidance calls for communication of policies and 
training.  Note that the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021, enacted March 11, 2021, amended and 
extended the tax credits (and the availability of advance payments of the tax credits) for paid1 I k and 
family leave for wages paid with respect to the period beginning April 1, 2021, and ending on September 
30, 2021.  For more information see https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/covid-19-related-tax-credits-for-
required-paid-leave-provided-by-small-and-midsize-



Q:  Could it not be argued that a worker contracted COVID at the grocery store, family member, 
friend, etc.? 
A:  Regarding recording on your 300 log, a determination can be made that it is not work related 
based on the case.  However, when a worker develops COVID-19 after working with another infected or 
exposed worker, the presumption is it is work-related. 
 
Enforcement guidance from OSHA  for Recording Cases of COVID-19 available at 

https://www.osha.gov/memos/2020-05-19/revised-enforcement-guidance-recording-cases-coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19
https://www.osha.gov/memos/2020-05-19/revised-enforcement-guidance-recording-cases-coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19
https://www.osha.gov/memos/2021-03-12/updated-interim-enforcement-response-plan-coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19
https://www.osha.gov/memos/2021-03-12/updated-interim-enforcement-response-plan-coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19
https://health.clevelandclinic.org/how-to-keep-your-glasses-fog-free-while-wearing-a-mask/


 
Q:  Has anyone found living covid particles on the air filters in the HVAC system? 
A:  According to the CDC the risk of spreading SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19, through 
ventilation systems is not clear at this time. Viral RNA has reportedly been found on return air grilles, in 
return air ducts, and on heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) filters, but detecting viral RNA 
alone does not imply that the virus was capable of transmitting disease.  
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/ventilation.html 
 
Q:  Is there any guidance on hand dryers vs paper towels? 
A:  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/ventilation.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/ventilation.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/ventilation.html
/pa-oshaconsultation/webinars/april-2021--understanding-the-new-covid-19-nep/
/pa-oshaconsultation/webinars/april-2021--understanding-the-new-covid-19-nep/


Note regarding slide 56 ʹ Routine Cleaning and Disinfection 

From Presenter Richard Mason to Everyone: Slip of the tongue – do not mix bleach with ammonia (I said 
alcohol) - When bleach is mixed with ammonia, toxic gases called chloramines are produced.  When 
chlorine bleach is mixed with an acid, chlorine gas is given off.  Bleach also reacts with some oven 
cleaners, hydrogen peroxide, and some insecticides. To be safe do not mix cleaners! 
 
 
Here is a hyperlink to PA OSHA Consultation's COVID / Safe Return to Work website:  
https://www.iup.edu/pa-oshaconsultation/safe-return-to-work--covid-19/ 
 
Here is a link if you are seeking no cost, confidential compliance assistance:  https://www.iup.edu/pa-
oshaconsultation/request/ 
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