
POLICY STATEMENT 

Subject: Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS)  

Date: March 6, 2018   Distribution Code: A-1 Reference Number: 

Originating Office:  

Department of Public Safety 

Purpose:  To define requirements for the use of Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS) for University purposes 
and on Indiana University of Pennsylvania (University) property. 

Scope:  This policy governs the operation and use of UAS (including small UAS and model aircraft) on 
University property and for University purposes regardless of use location.  The policy applies to all 
members of the University community including faculty, staff, students, and administrators as well as 
visitors to and / or contractors working at IUP campuses.   

Background and Definitions: 

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has jurisdiction over all navigable airspace in the United States.  
The FAA’s primary mission is to ensure the safe and efficient oversight and management of the National 
Airspace System (NAS).   All aircraft, whether manned or unmanned, are subject to FAA rules and 
regulations.   Any operation of aircraft that endangers public safety, either on the ground or in the air, is 
prohibited by the FAA.  
 

Definitions 

Unmanned Aerial System (UAS):  Any remotely operated or controlled model aircraft intended to fly within 
the NAS operated without the possibility of direct human intervention from within or on the aircraft.  
Includes devices commonly referred to as “drones,” and may also include communications, support, and 
navigational equipment.  FAA regulations apply to all types of UAS regardless of weight or size. 

University property:  Any land, grounds, buildings, or facilities owned, leased, managed or controlled by 





http://www.faa.gov/uas/

