


SPAN 453/553 Spanish Phonetics and Phonemics 3c-01-3cr
3 class hours
0 lab hours
3 credits

L Course Description: An introduction to the study of the phonological system of Spanish
and emphasis on improving pronunciation. Includes a theoretical basis for understanding
the Spanish sound system, pronunciation practice and recordings, study of Spanish
dialects, and linguistic analyses. Taught in Spanish. Required for Spanish Education
majors; highly suggested for Spanish majors. Prerequisite for SPAN 453: SPAN 230;
Prerequisite for SPAN 553: SPAN 6C3. Prerequisite for SPAN 553: Acceptance to
Spanish graduate program or permission.

IL Course Objectives
Students completing this course will be able to
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pronunciation recordings.
2. Identify the organs of articulation in Spanish.
3. .Name the points of articulation. manner of articnlatian_and vnicing of Snanich.

phonemes and allophones

that of English.
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*Indicates assessments designed for mean and score range aggregated reporting.
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Stokes, J. D. (2005). jQué bien suena! Boston, MA: Houghton Mifflin Co. (with CD)

Real Academia Espafiola: httg://www.raé.es
Good Spanish dictionary such as the Oxford or Harper Collins

IV.  Evaluation Methods
Undergraduate Evaluation: The final grade will be determined as follows:
1. Pronunciation Recordings 30% 4 graded recordings; each recording will focus on
specific features of the Spanish sound system studied;
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includes research on one linguistic feature of the
speech sample (using appropriate journals and
authentic sources from Spanish-speaking countries);
includes a presentation of project; due on last day of

class
5. Homework 10%  collected periodically, but unannounced in advance
6. Quizzes 10% announced one class day in advance; format consists

of matching or completion

In addition to fulfilling the requirements of the undergraduate students, graduate students
will: (1) produce a paper in Spanish in which they diagnose pronunciation problems that an
English speaker demonstrates in Spanish, as identified in a recorded speech sample, and
they will propose a plan for remediating these pronunciation difficulties; (2) write a
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E. Consonants (2 hours)
1. Consonants: points of articulation
2. Consonants: modes of articulation and voicing

F. The Phonemes of Spanish (4 hours)

1 Intr~ndrnintinnm +A nanmiantal wlanay

3. The voiced oclusive phonemes /b, d, g/
AUDIO RECORDING #2 DUE (vowels)

G. The Phonemes of Spanish (3 hours)
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2. The alven-nalatalaffricate nhangme / /and the palatal phonemes /i 3/
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H. The Phonemes of Spanish (4 hours)
1. The nasal phonemes /m, n, n/
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family--all with documentation [Note: In cases of illness, a letter from a physician is required
on the day the student returns to class. The letter must state that the student was instructed
by the physician to miss class. Receipts from the health center are not acceptable.], and 2)
University-sponsored, educational activities [Note: Written verification of each activity is
required prior to the class absence.] All excused absences must be documented. Documentation
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absence to be excused.
In the event that an emergency arises which calls you away from your regular school commitment,
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Departmental Policy: for each unexcused absence after the third, 2% points will be
fubfrected {hom thefinalergdged suhatontioslonmhar ofio = azaigad clnnm? sommbiebee - s
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Alarcos Llorach, E. (1976). Fonologia espafiola. Madrid: Editorial Gredos.

Alvar, M. (1962). Dialectologia espafiola. Madrid: Consejo Superior de Investigaciones
Cientificas.

Bull, W. E. (1965). Spanish for teachers: Applied linguistics. New York: Ronald Press.
Harris, J. W. (1969). Spanish phonology. Cambridge, MA: M.LT. Press.

Navarro Tomas, T. (1966). Manual de entonacién espariola. Mexico: Coleccion Malaga.
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