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Greetings from Stouffer Hall! 

I hope that your semester has been great so far and that you are finding both 

challenge and support in the work that you are doing. As I write this message to 

you, Halloween has arrived along with the first really fall-like weather of the  

season. 

Here at SAHE, the fall semester is off to a wonderful start with 23 new students 

joining us. Our overall enrollment remains solid. I fully recognize that we have you 

to thank for that success. Again this year, the majority of incoming SAHE students 

described how SAHE program alumni were an important factor in their decision to 

apply to the program. We graduated a solid group of students last spring and as 

you will see from the list of their new positions on page 5  of this issue of Developments, they have been incredibly 

successful. 

Several SAHE faculty have received national recognition this year. Mimi Benjamin has been named a Diamond  

Honoree by ACPA. She will be recognized in Nashville in the March. We will also be hosting at IUP SAHE Reception at 

ACPA. We will share the details as soon as we confirm the date, time, and location for the reception. I was also  

honored to be named one of NASPA’s Pillars of the Profession for 2020. This will be celebrated at the  

NASPA Conference in Austin.   

We have already begun actively recruiting the next cohort of SAHE students and hope that you will continue to  

refer your best and brightest students to us. Students who are interested in the program should be encouraged to 

visit the SAHE website for more information or  email us with any questions they may have at  

sahe-admissions@iup.edu.  If you would like to refer a student to the SAHE Program, please complete our  

IUP SAHE Prospective Student Referral Form. We will contact the student by email to share more information about 

the SAHE Program.  We can also send you a SAHE Poster to display in your office; just complete the IUP SAHE Poster 

Request Form.  

If you are able, we encourage you to make a donation to the SAHE Development Fund. The SAHE 

Development Fund supports the needs of the SAHE program that are not covered by funds from the 

University (e.g., student support for professional development activities, research support to students, alumni  

receptions at national conferences, the Outstanding Scholar Award, and the Ronald Lunardini Distinguished  

Alumni Award). Visit www.iup.edu/giveagift and enter #4647 in the “Other” field to contribute to the SAHE  

Development Fund. 

I hope to see many of you in the spring at NASPA. Please do not hesitate to reach out if I can be of any help to you. 

Warmly, 

  

 

John Wesley Lowery, Ph.D. 

mailto:sahe-admissions@iup.edu
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http://www.iup.edu/giveagift


Dr. John Muel l e r  
Twenty years ago, I moved to Indiana, PA from the upper west side of Manhattan; from 91st and  

Broadway to S. 4th and Elm St; from Teachers College to IUP.  Back then, my goal was to make it through 

those first five years and the tenure process and then decide what would happen next.  Little did I know 

that twenty years--and 543 SAHE graduates--later, I would still be here.  Fall 1999 was a pivotal time in 

my career, largely because of the people I met.  My colleagues--Holley Belch, Linda Hall, and Ron  

Lunardini--taught me how to establish my identity as a faculty member.  IUP student affairs  

colleagues—Joe Ritchie, Kate Linder, Randi Schneider, and Rita Drapkin—taught me the culture and 

significance of student affairs practice and partnerships at IUP.  And the potential and promise of the 

nearly 50 SAHE students’ during my first year were constant reminders of what an honor it is to be in 

this profession.   1999 was also when I first met the extraordinary and inspirational Nancy Newkerk as 

well as the first recipient of the scholarship that bears her name, Jennifer (DuBrava) Hinton (’00).  It 

never ceases to amaze me how quickly a semester goes by (or how quickly 20 years can come and go!).    

Fast forward to 2019 and it’s another beautiful fall here, although I feel like I’ve missed much of it due to an ongoing respiratory 

infection that has exhausted me daily and stolen my voice.   Between classes, meetings, student appointments, and grading, I have 

been finishing up some writing projects that I look forward to reaching publication by the end of the year.  One is an invited article 

for the Journal of College Student Development’s 60th Anniversary Issue titled “’A Change is Gonna Come’--Embracing Paradigm 

Shifts to Dismantle Oppressive Structures”.  It was a treat to once again write with my dear colleagues and friends, Raechele Pope 

(‘81) and Amy Reynolds.  The other piece is an ACPA internal publication titled, The Practice-to-Theory-to-Practice Model: A 35th 

Anniversary Re-Introduction.  One of the most rewarding parts of doing this project was having one of the PTP authors, Elizabeth 

Wells, agree to review the monograph and to a write a Foreword to it.  It’s funny, but it dawned on me (as wrote these last few 

sentences) that when the word “anniversary” is featured in one’s work, it says something about how long one has been in the  

profession!   

As I mark 20 years with SAHE and IUP, it seems to trite to say “here’s to the next 20”.  Quite frankly, I don’t think I have 20 years 

left in me!  For now, I’m just grateful for every year I’ve had and every year yet to come. 

Dr. Amber  Racch i n i  
This fall marks my 15th year at IUP and my 8th year working as a faculty member in the  Department 
of Developmental Studies! I really enjoy the fall semester as I get to meet incoming  students and 
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2019 Nancy J. Newkerk Scholarship 

2019 Get Involved! Award 

In October 2019, the SAHE department announced the  
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NASPA Pillar of the Profession 

ACPA Diamond Honoree 

Dr. John Wesley Lowery was named a “Pillar of the Profession” for 2020 by NASPA: Student Affairs Administrators in Higher 

Education.  

The NASPA Foundation’s Pillar of the Profession Award honors members of the association who have provided significant  

service to NASPA through their leadership, have created a lasting impact on their institution, and who have demonstrated  

sustained, lifetime professional distinction in the field of student affairs and/or higher education. 

Lowery will be honored at the national NASPA conference in Austin, Texas, in March 2020. More information about the award 

is available on the NASPA Foundation website. 

Dr. Mimi Benjamin, was named a member of the Diamond Honoree Class of 2020 by ACPA: 

College Student Educators International. 

The ACPA Diamond Honoree program, established in 1999, recognizes dedicated student affairs faculty, administrators, and 

practitioners who demonstrate an outstanding and sustained commitment to higher education through scholarship, teaching, 

service, and/or professional practice.  



Alumni Updates Professional 





HARRIET Behind the Scenes with an Alumnus 

The SAHE department is now accepting nominations for the 

Ron Lunardini Distinguished Alumni Award.

mailto:jmueller@iup.edu
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Why I Left Residence Life By: Lynn Burke (‘05) 

I want to talk a bit about retention. Not the retention we are all used to related to enrollment or beds in residence halls, but



By: Kristen Shimko (‘20) 

My NODA Experience at Murray State University 

During the Summer of 2019 I had the opportunity to serve as the NODA (Association for 
Orientation, Retention, and Transition) Intern within the Office of Recruitment at Murray 
State University in Kentucky. For me, this summer-long program allowed me to step  
outside of my comfort zone, working at a mid-sized institution that was over ten hours 
away from where I called home. 

One of the most impactful roles I had through my internship was to fully be in charge of 
one orientation session towards the end of my experience. This gave me the chance to 
speak in front of many new students and their families. Also, it allowed me to serve as 



SAHE at  NACAMAT  
Three second-year students in the program served as graduate interns at this year’s NACA (National Association for Campus  

Activities) Mid-Atlantic Regional Conference: Anna Borges, Paige Matzerath, and Emily Ostrowski (pictured below to the right). 

Paige noted that, “This was my first NACA conference and it was truly an experience I will never forget. I was immersed in a 

functional area that I have little knowledge about and was reminded about my love for the arts while being surrounded by 

showcases. It was  overwhelmingly joyful how many people I was able to connect with, especially IUP alumni. I am grateful that 

I was welcomed into this amazing community and supported by IUP alumni to take advantage of this incredible opportunity. “ 

All three served as graduate interns in the following roles: Anna Borges——
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