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Chairõs Corner 
Greetings! 

 I hope that your fall semester is off to a great start and that you are 
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Faculty Updates 
Dr. Holley Belch  

 
The days of summer have waned and the mark of a new season is 

evident with shorter days, changing colors, crisp air, and an autumn chill. 

Autumn, my favorite season, marks the transition between summer and 

winter. It provides those of us who are visual in our orientation to life vivid 

colors, a variety of hues, and cascading leaves that dance to the ground 

dependent upon the blowing wind. Quite simply, autumn glows. 

That description of autumn by a die-hard and somewhat nostalgic 

New Englander is incomplete without reflecting what fall means to 

someone who has spent a career on college campuses. For me, it 

indicates the time to ease back into a familiar routine with some not so 

familiar faces. It serves as both a transition and a new beginning. Fall 

signifies a new beginning for our students as they start graduate school or begin their last year with us. The 

eagerness to engage with new graduate studen

http://www.sogoochildrensproject.org/
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Dr. John Wesley Lowery 

 

mailto:jlowery@iup.edu


file://gfs11a/coeoffice$/saheshr/GA%20Students/Developments/Fall%202011/Drafts/gerriron01@gmail.com
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Dr. Ron Lunardini – Former Chair and Faculty Member 

In the earliest years of SAHE, the program was called Student Personnel Services. The Student Affairs 

Division, headed by Vice President Trevor Hadley, began and administered the program, but it had its 

academic home within the Counselor Education department. SPS was a one-year, 30 credit 

concentration within the Counseling major, and only a few courses were focused on student affairs 

administration, all of which were taught by professionals within that division. Administrators who taught did 

so as volunteers which included Dr. Trevor Hadley, Dr. James Laughlin, Dr. Ron Thomas, Dr. Don 

McPherson, Mr. Bill Srsic, Dr. Sherry Kuckuck and myself. The SPS classes were taught during the day in Pratt 

Hall‟s classroom, but most other courses required for the degree were taught in the evening, where SPS 

students sat side-by-side with counseling students taking major classes, mostly from Drs. Everett Pesci, Bill 

Culp and John Worzbyt. When none of the above student affairs professionals were available to teach 

the History of Higher Education class, a relationship was begun with IUP‟s history department, which 

introduced Dr. Dale Landon to SPS. 

In the very first years SPS students were often professionals already working in Student Affairs 

without an advanced degree, so sometimes students were the professional colleagues of the faculty. Few 

assistantships existed, so students got practical experiences through internships, and it was there that 

students formed relationships with more student affairs staff at IUP, which exclusively provided the 

practical experiences. The most active practicum sites were Financial Aid, Student Activities, Career 

Services and Residence Life, and many graduates sought employment in those areas. In fact, if one 

attended a Pennsylvania Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators (PASFAA) conference in the 

70‟s and 80‟s, it felt like an IUP SPS alumni event, just as attending PCPA Board Meetings and Conferences 

does now.  

The Student Affairs Division was an enthusiastic host for the SPS program, where the academic year 

was begun with a picnic for staff and students at Dr. Hadley‟s home. Dr. Laughlin administered the 

program (admissions, assistantships, etc) and his secretary, Karen Nowinsky, became the contact for 

everything SPS. Fond memories from the early years include those picnics, student vs. staff athletic 

contests, the introduction of graduate residence hall directors separately supervised by the Deans of Men 

and Women‟s staffs, the introduction of student development as a professional philosophy, and the 

struggle experienced by both town and gown as the impact of students as adults with full constitutional 

rights was adjusted to by all.  

As SPS became more integrated into the Counseling department through full-time faculty 

dedicated to the program, the practical and affective ownership for the program shifted to its academic 

home.  Despite that new location, the program was still administered by former student affairs 

professionals, so much of the same care and camaraderie felt before continued. The program‟s 

popularity grew, but it needed to become a two-year program, and for that to happen more 

assistantships were needed.  

IUP started hosting more assistantships through the creation of positions funded by various student 

affairs offices, and the off-campus assistantship program began with a Financial Aid placement under the 

supervision of an SPS/SAHE alum (Chuck Salem) at the University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown.  Growth in the 

number of assistantships enabled fuller cohorts for SAHE, ultimately allowing the program to boast that 

nearly all students had assistantships. Over time, the combination of a more focused curriculum, numerous 

assistantships, a growing full-time faculty, and the fine work of SPS/SAHE alumni resulted in IUP‟s SPS/SAHE 

program being discussed in national circles as among the best in the nation.  

SPS/SAHE experienced tremendous change over the years. It moved from a regional, often IUP 

undergrad-based student body to having a truly national draw; from one to two years in length; from 

none to four full-time faculty; and, from few to many assistantships at sites geographically distributed from 

Frostburg, MD to Bradford, PA. Through all the change, the most enjoyable aspects for me were always 

the wonderful relationships with and among students, faculty and student affairs professionals across our 

region. 

 
Continued on Next Page 



http://www.iup.edu/sahe
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Dr. Mueller Promoted to Full Professor 

Dr. John A. Mueller was promoted to full professor effective Fall 2011. Promotion to full professor 

rank requires that the applicant demonstrate a record of excellence in teaching, scholarship, and service. 

Dr. Mueller began his work at IUP in 1999 in the Student Affairs in Higher Education department and was 

promoted to associate professor in 2004. He is noted for promoting critical thinking, creatively 

communicating material, setting high expectations, and demonstrating enthusiasm in his teaching. Alumni 

of the department speak to the important part he has played in their development and their work as 

student affairs professionals. Dr. Mueller is regarded by all as having expert knowledge in his field; he 

shares the breadth and depth of his knowledge and experiences in meaningful and relevant ways.  

His r

mailto:n.j.ziegler@iup.edu
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Alumni Accomplishments and Accolades 

James Amato (’07) received an institutional grant in May from Washington & Jefferson College to conduct 

work on the religious and spiritual landscape on campus and engage students in conversations about 

faith and religion. Since then, the "Evenings of Interfaith Conversation" that James founded has 

become central to the college‟s participation in President Obama's Interfaith & Community Service 

Campus Challenge. James represented W&J at the White House in August to kick off this significant 

effort sponsored by the White House Office of Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships. 

Dr. Albert Betts (’84) recently earned his Ed. D. in Educational Leadership from Rowan Univer

http://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/ofbnp/interfaithservice
http://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/ofbnp/interfaithservice
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Nominations 

 
 

Contributions 

 
 

Alumni Nominations 

Please email names and addresses of students you would like us to send a SAHE 

information packet to our Admissions GA at sahe-admissions@iup.edu.  

 

dŚĞ�Nancy Newkerk Scholarship ʹ��ǁĂƌĚĞĚ�ƚŽ�Ă�ƐĞĐŽŶĚ-ǇĞĂƌ�ŵĂƐƚĞƌ͛Ɛ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�ǁŚŽƐĞ�ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƚŝŽŶƐ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŝƌƐƚ�

ǇĞĂƌ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ�ĚĞŵŽŶƐƚƌĂƚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŐƌĞĂƚĞƐƚ�ƉƌŽŵŝƐĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽĨĞƐƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�ĂĨĨĂŝƌƐ͘�(Acct #0374) 

dŚĞ�Hadley Outstanding Student�ʹ�ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝǌĞ�ŽƵƚƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ�ϮŶĚ�ǇĞĂƌ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ďĂƐŝƐ�ŽĨ�ĂĐĂĚĞŵŝĐ�

ƉĞƌĨŽƌŵĂŶĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽĨĞƐƐŝŽŶĂů�ŝŶǀŽůǀĞŵĞŶƚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�^�,��ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ͘�(Acct #0140) 

dŚĞ�SAHE Development Fund ʹ�^ƵƉƉŽƌƚƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞĞĚƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�^�,��ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĂƌĞ�ŶŽƚ�ĐŽǀĞƌĞĚ�ďǇ�ĨƵŶĚƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�

hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ�;Ğ͘Ő͕͘�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ĨŽƌ�ƉƌŽĨĞƐƐŝŽŶĂů�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�ĂĐƚŝǀŝƚŝĞƐ͕�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ƚŽ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ͕�

KƵƚƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ�^ĐŚŽůĂƌ��ǁĂƌĚ͕�KƵƚƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ�^�,���ůƵŵŶŝ�ĂǁĂƌĚͿ͘�(Acct # 4647)   

NCSPF/DEPT/AF10 
 

Name(s): ______________________________________  Banner ID (if known): @ __________________________  

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________  

City: ______________________________________  State: ______________  Zip Code: ______________________  

Email: ________________________________________________________  Phone _________________________  

  

WůĞĂƐĞ�ĂĐĐĞƉƚ�ŵǇ�ŐŝĨƚ�ŽĨ�Ψ�ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ͘�;WůĞĂƐĞ�ƐƉĞĐŝĨǇ�Account Number ŽŶ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĐŚĞĐŬ͘Ϳ� 

  

Kƌ͕�/�ǁŽƵůĚ�ůŝŬĞ�ƚŽ�ƉůĞĚŐĞ�Ψ�ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ�ĂŶĚ�ƉĂǇ�ŵǇ�ŐŝĨƚ�ŝŶ���ϭ����Ϯ����ϯ����ϰ��ĐŽŶƐĞĐƵƚŝǀĞ�ŵŽŶƚŚůǇ�ŝŶƐƚĂůůŵĞŶƚƐ͘ 

  

WůĞĂƐĞ�ŵĂŝů�ƚŚŝƐ�ĨŽƌŵ�ĂůŽŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĐŚĞĐŬ�ŵĂĚĞ�ƉĂǇĂďůĞ�ƚŽ�&ŽƵŶĚĂƚŝŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�/hW�ƚŽ͗�&ŽƵŶĚĂƚŝŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�/hW͕�ϭϬϯ�^ƵƚƚŽŶ�,Ăůů͕�ϭϬϭϭ�

^ŽƵƚŚ��ƌŝǀĞ͕�/ŶĚŝĂŶĂ͕�W��ϭϱϳϬϱ-ϭϬϰϲ�Kƌ͕�ƚŽ�ƉĂǇ�ďǇ�ĐƌĞĚŝƚ�ĐĂƌĚ͕�ƉůĞĂƐĞ�ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŝĞůĚƐ�ďĞůŽǁ͕�Žƌ�ǀŝƐŝƚ�ǁǁǁ͘ŝƵƉ͘ĞĚƵͬŐŝǀĞĂŐŝĨƚ�

ĂŶĚ�ĞŶƚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ��ĐĐŽƵŶƚ�EƵŵďĞƌ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�͞KƚŚĞƌ͟�ĨŝĞůĚ�ƚŽ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƚĞ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŐŝĨƚ͘ 

WůĞĂƐĞ�ĐŚĂƌŐĞ�ŵǇ��sŝƐĂ��DĂƐƚĞƌ�ĂƌĚ���ŵĞƌŝĐĂŶ��ǆƉƌĞƐƐ���ŝƐĐŽǀĞƌ��ĂƌĚ�EƵŵďĞƌ͗ ______________________  

Expiration Date: ____________________ Signature: __________________________________________________  

dŚĞ�&ŽƵŶĚĂƚŝŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�/hW�ŝƐ�Ă�ϱϬϭ;ĐͿ;ϯͿ�ŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƚŝŽŶ͖�ŐŝĨƚƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�&ŽƵŶĚĂƚŝŽŶ�ĂƌĞ�ƚĂǆ�ĚĞĚƵĐƚŝďůĞ�ĂƐ�ƉĞƌ�/Z^�ƌĞŐƵůĂƚŝŽŶƐ͘�dŚĞ�ŽĨĨŝĐŝĂů�

ƌĞŐŝƐƚƌĂƚŝŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĨŝŶĂŶĐŝĂů�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�&ŽƵŶĚĂƚŝŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�/ŶĚŝĂŶĂ�hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�WĞŶŶƐǇůǀĂŶŝĂ�ŵĂǇ�ďĞ�ŽďƚĂŝŶĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�

WĞŶŶƐǇůǀĂŶŝĂ��ĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�^ƚĂƚĞ�ďǇ�ĐĂůůŝŶŐ�ƚŽůů�ĨƌĞĞ͕�ǁŝƚŚŝŶ�WĞŶŶƐǇůǀĂŶŝĂ͕�ϭ-ϴϬϬ-ϳϯϮ-Ϭϵϵϵ͘�&Žƌ�ĐĂůůƐ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ŽƌŝŐŝŶĂƚĞ�ŽƵƚƐŝĚĞ�ŽĨ�

WĞŶŶƐǇůǀĂŶŝĂ͕�ƚŚĞ�ƚĞůĞƉŚŽŶĞ�ŶƵŵďĞƌ�ŝƐ�ϳϭϳ-ϳϴϯ-ϭϳϮϬ͘�ZĞŐŝƐƚƌĂƚŝŽŶ�ĚŽĞƐ�ŶŽƚ�ŝŵƉůǇ�ĞŶĚŽƌƐĞŵĞŶƚ͘� 

mailto:sahe-admissions@iup.edu
http://www.iup.edu/giveagift

