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¶ Asking them to engage with use prior knowledge and then showing how it will be built 

upon in course 

¶ Activities that require them to draw upon previous prerequisite course knowledge in 

explicit ways 

 

“Transfer Out” (Forward-Reaching transfer):  Setting up students for knowledge transfer in 

the future.  In order to be successful in transferring their knowledge, students must mindfully 



“born” successful or talented, etc.) that being challenged and struggling is part learning (Dweck, 

2006) 

 

Help students understand “Threshold concepts” (Meyer and Land, 2005).  These are 

overarching concepts in a discipline that help students navigate many specific situations.  For 

example, in writing studies, the idea that all writing has a specific audience, purpose, and fits a 

particular genre is a threshold concept—if you understand this, you will be a much more 

successful writer.  

 

Give students achievable tasks that are substantially more challenging and distinct from 

previous experience both content-wise and genre-wise. (Haskell, 2000)  Learning transfer 

happens more often when students build upon and go beyond previous experience.  

 

Be mindful of students’ dispositions and set positive learning objectives (Driscoll and Wells, 

2012).  Positive dispositions and habits of mind curiosity, persistence, openness, metacognition, 

and self-efficacy that help them approach learning more effectively and thus, be more able and 

willing to transfer.  
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