
CENTER FOR TEACHING EXCELLENCE

Who are our Students?
Facilitated by Dr. Amber Racchini, Acting Assistant Vice Provost for the University College and 
Allison Baker, Assistant Director for Student Transition and Outreach
August 31, 2022. 3:45 – 5:00 p.m. Zoom.

Learn the demographics of our incoming students and campus resources for support along 

https://sshelco-primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/1g49mer/01SSHELCO_IUP_ALMA51273744060003564


 Journal Articles
Melzer, D., & Grant, R. (2016). Investigating differences in personality traits and academic needs 
among prepared and underprepared first-year college students. Journal of College Student 
Development, 57(1), 99-103. 
 https://sshelco-primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/202aau/TN_cdi_proquest_journals_1770054821 

Summary: This article shares examines the underprepared student’s personality traits and needs arguing that  focusing on 
these characteristics will illuminate a path toward effective teaching and engagement techniques. 

Tinto, V. (2017). Through the eyes of students. Journal of College Student Retention: Research, 
Theory & Practice, 19(3), 254-269. 
https://sshelco- 
primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/202aau/TN_cdi_crossref_primary_10_1177_1521025115621917 

Summary:  For years, our prevailing view of student retention has been shaped by theories that view student retention 
through the lens of institutional action and ask what institutions can do to retain their students. Students, however, do not 
seek to be retained. They seek to persist. The two perspectives, though necessarily related, are not the same. Their 
interests are different. While the institution’s interest is to increase the proportion of their students who graduate from the 
institution, the student’s interest is to complete a degree often without regard to the institution in which it is earned.
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