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Professionals	in	Human	Development	and	Family	Science	must	be	able	to	write	reports,	
behavior	plans,	case	notes,	research	papers,	lesson	plans,	court	reports,	assessment	plans,	
rationale	for	policy	changes,	advocacy	letters,	training	materials,	handbooks,	literature	
reviews,	and	much	more.	The	audience	to	whom	they	are	writing	can	be	as	diverse	as	
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Writing	to	learn	activities	allow	students	to	develop	knowledge	and	skills	through	
writing.	These	activities	enhance	student	learning	by	encouraging	critical	thinking.	
Students	practice	writing-to-learn	activities	throughout	their	coursework	to	develop	
critical	thinking	and	knowledge	of	course	material.	We	strive	to	incorporate	WTL	
activities	in	all	courses.	Activities	include	but	are	not	limited	to:	summarizing	material,	
reflective	writing,	documenting	observations,	and	guided	reading	notes.	These	activities	
engage	students	and	lead	to	student	classroom	discussions	of	the	topics	covered,	in	
order	to	enhance	student	learning.	
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Writing	to	communicate	activities	allow	students	to	effectively	research	a	topic	and	
then	communicate	what	they	have	learned.	Activities	include	but	are	not	limited	to:	
writing	letters	to	parents	and/or	policy	makers,	writing	a	grant	proposal,	creating	
infographics,	or	writing	lesson	plans.	These	activities	broaden	students'	abilities	to	
communicate	to	diverse	audiences.		
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Students	in	HDFS	will	take	English	202	as	required	by	IUP	Liberal	Studies.		
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Writing	expectations	will	be	communicated	through	the	course	syllabi,	course	learning	
outcomes,	course	requirements,	instructor-
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Course Activity 

What are students doing 
in the course? 

Objective 
What is the 
purpose of the 
activity? 

Assessment 
How is the 
activity 
graded? 

Outcome/ Course 
Objectives 
What will they be able 
to do after completing 
this course? 

When students complete 200-level courses, they should be able to read and summarize 
complex discipline-related material.  Students should be able to explain developmental and 
family science concepts, theories, and research in their own words. 
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Parent, Youth, or 
Professional) (WTC)  

(2) To improve 
self-awareness 

the impact of risk 
factors at all levels on 
the development of 
youth and young 
adults. (4) Identify and 
examine the impact of 
protective and 
promotive factors at all 
levels on the 
development of youth 
and young adults. (5) 
Organize information 
and relevant research 
to raise awareness of a 
current topic for youth 
or young adults 
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Protocol 
	
At	the	end	of	the	semester	in	which	the	course	is	taught,	faculty	teaching	HDFS	428	will	
assess	the	position	paper	using	the	rubric	below.	This	is	not	a	perfect	measurement	as	the	
class	does	enroll	some	minors,	but	it	would	be	difficult	to	isolate	just	the	seniors	and	HDFS	
majors.	The	writing	assessment	data	wi
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perspective.	You	should	discuss	the	area	into	which	your	topic	fits,	and	then	gradually	lead	
into	your	specific	field	of	discussion.	

II.	Counter	Argument		
___A.	Summarize	the	counterclaims		
___B.	Provide	supporting	information	for	counterclaims		
___C.	Refute	the	counterclaims		
___D.	Give	evidence	for	argument		
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Support	for	

Position	

Includes	3	or	more	
pieces	of	evidence	
(facts,	statistics,	
examples)	that	
support	the	position	
statement.	The	
writer	anticipates	
the	reader's	
concerns,	biases	or	
arguments	and	has	
provided	at	least	1	
counterargument.	

Includes	3	or	
more	pieces	of	
evidence	(facts,	
statistics,	
examples)	that	
support	the	
position	
statement.	

Includes	2	
pieces	of	
evidence	(facts,	
statistics,	
examples,	real-
life	
experiences)	
that	support	
the	position	
statement.	

Includes	1	or	
fewer	pieces	of	
evidence	(facts,	
statistics,	
examples,	real-
life	experiences).	
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Closing	

Paragraph	

The	conclusion	is	
strong	and	leaves	
the	reader	solidly	
understanding	the	
writer's	position.	
Effective	
restatement	of	the	
position	statement	
begins	the	closing	
paragraph	and	is	
followed	by	an	
effective	summary	
of	the	essay	body.	

The	conclusion	is	
recognizable.	
The	author's	
position	is	
restated	within	
the	first	two	
sentences	of	the	
closing	
paragraph	and	is	
followed	by	a	
summary	of	the	
essay	body.	

The	author's	
position	is	
restated	within	
the	closing	
paragraph,	but	
not	near	the	
beginning.	The	
essay	body	is	
not	
summarized.	

There	is	no	
conclusion	-	the	
paper	just	ends.	
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These	are	considered	“baseline”	survey	results.			
	
Total	Number	of	Samples:	24	
	
Areas	in	which	student	writing	is	ABOVE	expectations:	77+	
	
Criterion:	Introduction	

						year(s)																																exceeds/meets																																														emerging/below			
Fall	2020	 83%	/	17%	 	 0	

	
Criterion:	Focus/Thesis	Statement	

						year(s)																																exceeds/meets																																														emerging/below			
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Recommendations	from	the	WAC	Director	based	on	Assessment	Results	
	
Students	are	meeting	or	exceeding	expectations	in	all	but	one	criterion	(APA	formatting),	
which	is	common	across	campus.	The	student	success	in	writing	is	most	likely	due	to	the	
amount	of	writing	students	are	expected	to	do	throughout	this	major,	as	evidenced	in	
curriculum	map	shown	above;	the	program	should	be	applauded	for	its	commitment	to	


