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Summary	
	
The	History	Department	began	drafting	this	Writing	Plan	in	January	2017,	when	Dr.	Siegel	
Finer	(WAC	director)	met	with	Dr.	Moore	(History	Department	chair)	and	Dr.	Whited	
(selected	by	Dr.	Moore	to	spearhead	the	Writing	Plan).		Dr.	Siegel	Finer	clarified	the	
reasons	for	moving	toward	a	WAC	model	at	IUP	and	explained	the	desired	elements	of	a	
Departmental	Writing	Plan	(DWP).	
	
Dr.	Whited	then	collected	syllabi	from	100-,	200-,	300-,	and	400-level	History	courses,	as	
well	as	EDUC	courses	taught	by	History	faculty,	used	over	the	preceding	three	academic	
years.		She	then	selected	the	most	recent	syllabi	of	courses	taught	repeatedly	throughout	
that	time	frame.		Dr.	Whited	proceeded	to	extract	writing	assignments	from	these	syllabi,	
place	them	in	a	curriculum	map,	and	interview	all	members	of	the	History	Department	with	
regard	to	their	rationales	for	these	assignments.		Completion	of	the	curriculum	map	
absorbed	about	two	months.	
	
Dr.	Whited	and	Dr.	Siegel	Finer	met	on	a	monthly	basis	throughout	the	Spring	2017	
semester	in	order	to	review	progress	on	the	plan	and	orient	future	work	on	it.		Dr.	Whited	
also	chaired	and	met	twice	with	a	History	Department	ad	hoc	writing	committee	consisting	
of	Drs.	Arpaia,	Lippert,	Mannard,	and	Ricketts.		This	committee	devoted	its	Spring	2017	
meetings	to	the	discussion	of	desired	student	writing	skills,	philosophies	of	assessment,	
and	assessment	rubrics.	
	
Dr.	Siegel	Finer	conducted	a	professional	development	workshop	for	members	of	the	
History	Department	on	May	4,	2017.		This	workshop	focused	on	teaching	writing	in	our	
discipline	both	in	a	general	sense	and	with	an	eye	toward	the	business	careers	that	will	be	
pursued	by	many	of	our	graduates.	
	
Two	members	of	the	History	Department,	Drs.	Baker	and	Whited,	attended	the	two-day	
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desired	writing	skills	of	our	undergraduates	into	two	categories:		a	set	of	writing	skills	
expected	of	students	exiting	the	Liberal	Studies	requirement,	and	an	additional	set	of	skills	
we	expect	of	our	majors	and	minors.	
	
Here,	too,	we	have	been	inspired	by	the	University	of	Minnesota’s	Revised	WEC	Writing	
Plan,	cited	above,	and	adapt	it	as	follows:	
	
An	IUP	student	who	completes	the	Liberal	Studies	courses	HIST	196,	197,	or	198,	will	have	
received	appropriate	instruction	and	should	be	able	to:	
	

1) Demonstrate	understanding	of	societal	change	over	time;	
	

2) Show	an	ability	to	discern	historical	causation;	
	

3) Demonstrate	awareness	of	the	importance	of	particular	historical	examples;	
	

4) Use	writing	to	further	their	thinking	and	develop	their	own	ideas;	
	

5) Use	writing	to	communicate	ideas	effectively	in	lucid,	accessible	prose.	
	

An	IUP	student	who	completes	the	History	or	Social	Studies	Education	major	will	have	
received	appropriate	instruction	and	should	be	able	to:	
	

1) Demonstrate	an	understanding	of	the	particular	nature,	value,	limitations,	
and	incompleteness	of	historical	sources;	
	

2) Identify	and	locate	historical	sources	through	appropriate	methods,	techniques,	and	
tools;	

	
3) Identify	and	summarize	the	main	argument	and	evidence	in	scholarly	articles	and	

historical	monographs;	
	
4) Engage	in	critical	and	persuasive	analysis	of	primary	sources;	

	
5) Identify,	use,	and	cite	evidence	appropriately	and	accurately;	

	
6) Make	a	persuasive	and	logically	organized	argument	that	answers	a	question;	

	
7) Select	and	justify	pertinent	research	topics;	

	
8) Locate	and	annotate	pertinent	bibliographies;	
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Communicating	Writing	Expectations	to	Students	
	

Writing	is	central	to	the	curricula	of	the	History	and	Social	Studies	Education	programs.		
Writing	constitutes	the	foremost	way	in	which	students	participate	in	the	discipline;	it	is	
central	to	how	they	analyze	and	communicate	historical	information.		The	constant	practice	
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History	Department	faculty	have	approved	and	agreed	to	include	the	following	statement	
on	their	syllabi	as	appropriate	in	order	to	encourage	a	culture	of	writing	and	demonstrate	
the	value	of	writing	in	our	majors	programs.	

!"#$%&'()*+$,#-.*(/#0($1)//&('$&('#23$()$4#5#2)-&06$("#$7*&(&06$'8&22'$)3$'(94#0('$("*)96")9($
("#$19**&1929/:$$;0$("&'$12.''<$+)9$7&22$1)/-2#(#$7*&(&06$.''&60/#0('$.04$.1(&5&(&#'$4#'&60#4$()$
&/-*)5#$+)9*$.=&2&(+$()$1)//90&1.(#$&0$7*&((#0$3)*/.(':$

Assessment	of	Student	Writing	
	
In	consultation	with	the	WAC	Director,	the	History	Department	has	developed	a	rubric	(see	
Appendix	A)	to	assess	a	writing	assignment	that	is	embedded	as	part	of	the	majors’	
capstone	course.		
	
We	plan	to	conduct	a	first	assessment	during	the	Fall	2017	semester.		This	will	establish	
baseline	data	and	help	us	revise	the	rubric	and	protocol	as	necessary.		We	will	discuss	the	
results	with	all	History	faculty.		Curricular	changes	will	be	made	according	to	the	outcomes	
of	each	assessment	and	subsequent	discussions	among	departmental	faculty.	
	
We	plan	to	assure	transparency	with	students	by	including	a	statement	in	syllabi	for	HIST	
495,	496,	497,	and	498,	noting	that	students’	writing	may	be	selected	for	program	
assessment,	but	that	this	assessment	will	not	affect	their	course	grade.	
	
The	WAC	Director	recommends	the	following	action	items	for	continuing	program	
facilitation,	and	the	Department	agrees	to:	

• Elect	at	least	one	faculty	member	to	continue	to	be	the	WAC/HIST	liaison;	
• Provide	all	newly	hired	faculty	a	copy	of	the	DWP,	and	recommend	attendance	at	

WAC	workshops	or	the	two-day	writing	workshop	for	Liberal	Studies	faculty;	
• Add	“Department	Commitment	to	Writing”	statement	to	department	syllabi	as	

appropriate;	
• Administer	assessment	of	capstone	writing	samples	every	two	years	and	share	

results	with	the	WAC	Director	and	as	part	of	the	5-year	program	review	process;	
review	feedback	from	assessment	(see	page	33)	with	department	to	close	the	loop	
between	assessment	and	pedagogy	

• Add	areas	for	the	teaching	and	assessment	of	writing	as	goals	on	departmental	and	
faculty	five-year	review	documents;	

• Continue	to	update	the	Writing	Outcomes	Curriculum	Map	as	courses	are	added,	
removed,	and	revised	in	the	HIST	curriculum	(and	communicate	these	changes	to	
the	WAC	Director)	

Learning	Outcomes	
	

By	developing	this	Departmental	Writing	Program,	the	History	Department	demonstrates	
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high-impact	practices	(Goal	2,	Strategy	1,	Tactic	3).		As	shown	in	the	Writing	Outcomes	
Curriculum	Map	(below),	the	Department	emphasizes	writing	at	all	levels	of	instruction	
and	encourages	the	production	of	various	genres	for	various	audiences.	

As	detailed	on	the	website	of	the	College	of	Humanities	and	Social	Sciences	
(https://www.iup.edu/humanities/skills-employers-want),	written	communication	skills	
rank	highly	among	the	skills	sought	by	employers,	whether	in	business	or	the	public	sector.		
The	History	Department	submits	this	plan	under	the	aegis	of	the	Dean	of	the	College	of	
Humanities	and	Social	Sciences,	Dr.	Yaw	Asamoah,	who	has	spearheaded	the	Writing-
Across-the-Curriculum	movement	at	IUP.	

	

Writing	Outcomes	Curriculum	Map	
	
The	following	Curriculum	Map	represents	a	changing	set	of	approaches	to	the	teaching	of	
writing	by	History	Department	faculty,	who	vary,	revise,	and	renew	their	assignments	on	a	
regular	basis.		The	nature	and	number	of	regularly	given	assignments	depends,	for	all	of	us,	
on	the	numbers	of	students	in	our	classrooms,	the	aptitude	of	the	students,	and	
departmental	expectations	for	them	according	to	the	level	of	instruction.
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Reaction	paper	
based	on	articles	
or	other	sources	

Synthesis	of	historical	
material	

Business	
advertisement	
project	

Contextualize	historical	
commodities		

Research	project	
presentation	

Extrapolate	and	
communicate	in-depth	
content	through	
PowerPoint	slides	

Group	project:		
PowerPoint	
presentation	
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198	
	

Explorations	in	
Global	History	

Analytical	and	
argumentative	
paper	based	on	
monograph	

Practice	the	ability	to	
apply	historical	analysis	
and	to	communicate	
ideas	in	coherent	fashion	

Textbook,	
monographs,	
historical	fiction,	
biography,	
primary	sources,	
short	stories,	
charts,	maps,	
film	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Analytical	and	
argumentative	
paper	based	on	
fictional	
literature	

Practice	the	ability	to	
apply	historical	analysis	
and	to	communicate	
ideas	in	coherent	fashion	

Identifications	of	
historical	terms	

Learn	how	historians	
provide	definitions	to	
terms.	

Argumentative	
paragraphs	

Practice	effective	
communication	at	the	
paragraph	level	

Analytical	short	
essay	

Practice	effective	
communication	at	the	
essay	level	
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Discussion	posts	 Analyze	primary	sources	
Zine	project	 Research,	synthesize,	

present	a	historical	
argument	focusing	on	
visual	evidence	

5-

44



Last	updated	February	7,	2022	

!
!

"%!

Group	audio-
visual	project	

Extrapolate	and	
communicate	in-depth	
content	through	
PowerPoint	slides	

memoir,	book	
chapter,	film,	
articles	

Current	events	
essay	
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piece	and	determine	
what	sort	of	significance	
that	weighting	brings	to	
the	reader.		Also	known	
as	data	story	telling	
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Research	project	 Demonstrate	research	
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Short	and	long	
essays	on	book	
quizzes	

Analyze	a	memoir	as	
historical	evidence	
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Review	essay	of	
course	assigned	
monograph	
	
Short	research	
“paper”	(1500	
words).		
Sometimes	
presented	as	
“traditional”	
research	paper;	
more	often	
public-
consumption	
oriented,	such	as	
creating	a	
“chapter/story”	
as	may	be	found	
on	
Explorepahistor
y.com	
	
	

Create	concise,	well-
researched	information	
to	a	broad	audience	

363	 Thought	and	
Culture	in	early	
America:		c.	
1600	to	1865	

Book	reviews	 Identify	questions,	theses,	
and	evidence	in	works	of	
history	

Novel,	lengthy	
primary	source,	
monographs	

Analytical	essays	
on	novel	and	
primary	source		

Thematic	analysis	based	
on	specific	questions	

Historical	
research	activity	

Summarize		research	
findings	to	accompany	
oral	presentation	

365	 History	of	Black	
America	since	
Emancipation	

Book	review	 Critical	analysis	 Textbook,	
monograph,	
primary	sources	

Contemporary	
project	

Relate	contemporary	
issue	to	its	historical	
context	

Short-answer	
exam	questions	

Synthesize	historical	
information	

Short-answer	
exam	questions	

Compare	and	contrast	
historical	terms	

369	 Women	in	
America	

Analytical	essays	
on	primary	and	
visual	sources	

Analyze	primary	sources	 Textbook,	
primary	sources,	
monographs	
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Digital	archives	
assessment	
	
Archival	project	
–	process	a	small	
collection	and	in	
doing	so	craft	
content	for	
professional	
documentation	–	
from	accession	
record	through	
finding	aid;	
involves	creation	
of	collection	
representation	
through	
ArchivesSpace	
	

Develop	critical	
thinking/clear	writing	
skills	
	
Explore,	understand,	and	
develop	professional	
skills	–	written,	verbal,	
and	digital	
	
Practice	and	demonstrate	
proficiency	in	
professional	writing	

Primary	sources	
(multiple	
formats)	

422	
	
	

History	
Museums	and	
Historic	Sites:		
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Modern	Japan,	
1850	to	the	
Present	

Final	exam	
questions	

Synthesize	historical	
information	

Short	textbook,	
novel,	
monograph	Exams	 Verify	reading	and	

demonstrate	
understanding	of	author’s	
arguments;	analyze	
different	approaches	of	
historical	analysis	and	
writing	

475	 History	of	
American	
Constitutionalis
m	

Research	project	 Identify	viable	and	
appropriate	historical	
question	for	research;	
learn	to	conduct	research	
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History:		
Gladiators	and	
Martyrs	in	the	
Arena	

preliminary	steps	leading	
to	research	paper	

Edited	volume,	
primary	sources,	
articles	Research	paper	 Draft	and	revise	extended	

research	paper.	
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Reading	
responses	

Reflect	on	pedagogical		
readings	
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3.	
Acknowledge
s	counter-
evidence	as	
appropriate	

3.	Some	
acknowledgeme
nt	of	counter-
evidence	

3.	Little	
acknowledgeme
nt	of	counter-
evidence	

3.	No	
acknowledgeme
nt	of	counter-
evidence	

Analysis:	
Quality	&	
Quantity	

1.	Concrete	
detail	used	
engagingly	to	
form	a	
cohesive	
argument		
2.	Draws	
reader	to	
position	
3.	Ideas	
clearly	
presented	
4.	Compelling	
5.	Balance	of	
narration	and	
analysis	is	
effective	and	
appropriate	
to	topic		
	

1.	Concrete	
detail	
systematically	
builds	argument	
2.	Persuades	
reader	
3.	Develops	
clear	ties	
between	
analysis	and	
thesis		
4.	Balance	of	
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use	of	
quotations	

	 2.	Barely	
adequate	use	of	
quotations	
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Appendix	B:	Assessment	Results	
	

The	Fall	2017	results	are	considered	“baseline”	survey	results	from	the	first	assessment	of	
27	student	writing	samples	from	two	400-level	History	courses.	

	

Areas	in	which	student	writing	is	ABOVE	expectations:	77+	

Criterion	1:	Organization/Structure		

						year(s)																																exceeds/meets																																														emerging/below			

2021	 100%	(59%/41%)	 0	

2017	 89%		(19%	/	70%)	 11%		(7%	/	4%)	

	

Criterion	2:	Sources	

						year(s)																																
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2021	 94%	(32%	/	
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Ideally,	as	seniors	graduate	from	programs	at	IUP,	we’d	like	the	majority	of	them	to	exceed	
expectations	in	most	or	all	criteria.	In	particular,	faculty	in	History	could	look	at	criteria	like	
“Sources,”	“Quotations,”	and	“Historiography,”	where	more	than	half	of	the	students	are	
meeting	expectations	rather	than	exceeding.	These,	too,	are	concepts	that	could	be	
scaffolded	earlier	in	students’	coursework,	and	by	encouraging	students	to	go	to	the	
Writing	Center.	The	Writing	Center	or	WAC	program	could	also	facilitate	professional	
development	for	faculty	who	are	interested	in	developing	ways	to	teach	these	concepts	
specifically	in	the	context	of	their	discipline.	

2017	

Based	on	assessment	results	of	the	current	curriculum	in	History	(before	formal	WAC	
curriculum	has	been	implemented)	students	are	#@1##4&06$#@-#1(.(&)0'	for	writing	in	three	
of	seven	criteria	and	/##(&06$#@-#1(.(&)0'	in	another	three.	In	almost	all	criteria,	the	
highest	percentage	of	students	are	/##(&06$#@-#1(.(&)0'	(only	in	“Mechanics”	did	the	
highest	percentage	#@1##4$#@-#1(.(&)0').	The	student	success	in	writing	is	most	likely	due	
to	the	amount	of	writing	students	are	expected	to	do	throughout	any	program	track	in	this	
major,	as	evidenced	in	curriculum	map	shown	above;	the	department	should	be	applauded	
for	its	commitment	to	ensuring	student	success	in	writing.		

Importantly,	students	met	or	exceeded	expectations	in	rhetorical	skills	(those	we	consider	
writing-related)	such	as	organizing	their	essays,	using	quotations	and	evidence,	and	
mechanics;	however,	most	of	the	writing	samples	in	Criterion	5:	Historiography	were	rated	
as	#/#*6&06	(total	“emerging/below	expectations”	=	59%).		Over	the	next	two	years	(until	
the	next	writing	assessment),	faculty	might	discuss	ways	to	enrich	more	of	their	courses	
and	scaffold	earlier	coursework	(200-level)	with	discussion	of	the	meaning,	importance,	
and	practice	of	historiography.		As	a	group,	the	department	could	develop	a	sequence	for	
how	historiography	is	taught	throughout	the	major	tracks	so	that	by	senior	year,	students	
are	more	confidently	evidencing	its	application.	

Ideally,	as	seniors	graduate	from	


