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Summary	
	
Initial	meetings	with	Dr.	Bryna	Siegel	Finer	were	held	with	Dr.	David	Chambers,	Dr.	
Dighton	Fiddner,	and	Dr.	Rachel	Sternfeld	to	explain	the	concepts	of	Writing	to	Learn	and	
Writing	to	Communicate,	as	well	as	to	share	information	about	Writing	Across	the	
Curriculum	and	other	departments’	writing	plans.	Dr.	Siegel	Finer	also	attended	an	
informal	lunch	session	with	Dr.	Chambers,	Dr.	Aleea	Perry,	and	Dr.	Gwen	Torges	to	
describe	the	Department	Writing	Plan	(DWP)	process.		
	
In	spring	2017,	Dr.	Aleea	Perry	met	with	Dr.	Siegel	Finer	to	work	on	the	initial	
conceptualization	of	the	Department	of	Political	Science’s	Writing	Plan.	Dr.	Perry	then	
worked	with	her	colleagues	in	the	Department	to	collect	syllabi	from	all	courses	taught	at	
the	undergraduate	level	in	the	Department	of	Political	Science.	In	May	2017,	Dr.	Perry	
attended	the	Writing	Across	the	Curriculum	Two-Day	Writing	Workshop.		
	
In	Fall	2019,	the	Department	of	Political	Science	developed	a	statement	of	commitment	to	
the	writing	plan	to	be	included	in	all	syllabi,	effective	Spring	2020.	This	statement	can	be	
viewed	on	page	4-5	of	this	document.	
	
At	a	meeting	on	November	15,	2019,	the	Department	of	Political	Science	voted	to	support	
the	Department	Writing	Plan	in	addition	to	the	WAC	Director’s	recommendations	for	
continuing	program	facilitation	on	page	5	and	19	of	this	document.	
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Integration	of	Writing	into	Undergraduate	Curriculum	
	
Department	faculty	have	participated	in	professional	development	training	in	writing-to-
learn	pedagogy1	through	writing	workshops	with	the	WAC	director,	participation	in	the	
end-of-







December	16,	2019	

	 7	

PLSC	111	
Power	and	
Democracy	in	
America	

Online	discussion	
board	responses	to	
questions	(WTL);	
Political	Movie	
essays	(WTC);	Short	
answer	exam	
questions	(WTC);	
Letter	to	elected	
representative	
(WTC);	Essay	answer	
exam	questions	
(WTC);	In-class	
short-answer	
notecards	(WTL)	

Practice	asking	
questions	about	
material	&	current	
events;	Practice	
expressing	
themselves	critically;	
Use	writing	as	a	tool	
to	think	critically.	
Synthesize	materials	
and	apply	class	
concepts	in	essay	
format.		
	

Introduced	 Websites;	
textbooks;	
news	articles;	
scholarly	
articles;	op-ed	
columns	

PLSC	250	
Public	Policy	

Policy	analysis	memo	
progress	report	
(WTC);	Policy	
analysis	memo	final	
project	(WTC);	Policy	
analysis	memo	
presentation	(WTC);	
In-class	reflective	
writing	(WTL);		

Clearly	describe	and	
summarize	
contemporary	public	
policy	issues;	
Analyze	a	specific	
public	policy	
problem;	explain	and	
apply	key	evaluative	
frameworks	to	assess	
public	policy.	
	

Reinforced	 Textbooks;	
current	events	
and	news	
articles;	
scholarly	
articles.	

PLSC	251	
State	and	Local	
Political	
Systems	

Chapter	questions	
(WTL);	Guest	
Speaker	Questions	
(WTL);	Public	
Meeting	Observation	
Reports	(WTC);	
Essay	exam	
questions	(WTC);	
State	and	Local	
Policy	Paper	(WTC)	
	
	
	
	
PowerPoint	
Presentation	&	Slides	
in	Chapter	
Presentations	&	
Slides	(WTC);	
PowerPoint	
Presentation	&	Slides	
in	State	&	Local	
Policy	Presentation	
(WTC)	
	

Synthesize	materials	
and	apply	class	
concepts	with	in-
class	presentations	&	
in	essay	format;	Use	
state	and	local	
politics	knowledge	in	
exam	answers;	
Express	individual	
opinions	utilizing	
scholarly	
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PLSC	260	
Contemporary	
Political	Ideas	

Take	home	essay	
exams	(WTC);	
Quizzes	(WTC);	
Critical	Definitions	
assignment	(WTC);	
In-class	writing	
exercises	reinforcing	
previous	
topics/readings	
(WTL)	

Analyze	and	discuss	
the	relationship	
between	politics	and	
moral	ideas;	reflect	
critically	of	political	
and	social	ideas.	

Reinforced	
(essay	exam	
answers)	

Textbooks;	
news	articles.	

PLSC	270	
Fundamentals	
of	Homeland	
Security	
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presentation	of	
research	

PLSC	300	
Research	
Methods	in	
Political	
Science	

Writing/analysis	
exercises	(WTC);	
Research	
Roundtables	(WTL);	
Development	of	
Research	Question	
(WTC);	Abbreviated	
Literature	Review	
(WTC);		

Apply	and	
understand	the	basic	
logic	of	applying	the	
Scientific	Method	to	
research;	Develop	a	
research	design;	
Research	a	topic	
thoroughly	in	
preparation	for	full	
research	
development.	

Introduced	
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Political	
Systems:	
Middle	East	

Contrast	
presentations	(WTC);	
Short	answer	exam	
questions	(WTC);	
Essay	exam	
questions	(WTC);	
Research	Project,	
proposal	(WTC);	
Research	project,	
paper	(WTC);	
Research	project,	
presentation	(WTC)	

material	and	critical	
thinking;	Clear	and	
logical	construction	
of	essays;	Summarize	
readings	and	make	
connections	to	texts;	
Utilize	political	
science	knowledge	
and	Middle	East	
knowledge	in	
writing;	PowerPoint	
presentation	
research	project;	
PowerPoint	
presentation	on	
Contrast	
	

scholarly	
articles;	news	
websites;	
personal	
essays	by	
people	from	
the	Middle	
East	

PLSC	387	
Political	
Systems:	Latin	
America	

Book	review	(WTC);	
Current	event	report	
(WTC);	essay	exams	
(WTC);	book	review	
(WTC)	
	
	
	

Demonstrate	
knowledge	of	course	
material	and	critical	
thinking;	Clear	and	
logical	construction	
of	essays;	Summarize	
readings	and	make	
connections	to	texts;	
Utilize	political	
science	knowledge	
and	Latin	American	
knowledge	in	
writing;	PowerPoint	
presentation	on	a	
country;	PowerPoint	
presentation	on	
current	event	

Emphasized	 Textbook;	
news	articles;	
scholarly	
articles;	
government	
websites;	
news	websites	

PLSC	388	
Dimensions	of	
National	
Security	
	
	

National	Security	
Strategy	write-up	
(WTC);	Essay	exam	
questions	(WTC);	
Cold	War	analysis	
(WTC)	

Demonstrate	
knowledge	of	course	
material	and	critical	
thinking;	Clear	and	
logical	construction	
of	essays;	Summarize	
readings	and	make	
connections	to	texts;	
Utilize	political	
science	knowledge	
and	national	security	
knowledge	in	writing	
	

Emphasized	 Textbooks;	
news	articles;	
scholarly	
articles;	
government	
websites;	
news	websites	

PLSC	389	 Structured	essays	on	
questions	posed	on	
writings	(WTC);	

Demonstrate	
knowledge	of	course	
material	and	critical	

Emphasized	
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International	
Development	
Strategies	

essay	exams	(WTC);	
book	reviews	(WTC)	

thinking;	Clear	and	
logical	construction	
of	essays;	Summarize	
readings	and	make	
connections	to	texts;	
Utilize	political	
science	knowledge	
and	international	
development	
strategies	knowledge	
in	writing	

articles;	
government	
websites;	
news	websites	

PLSC	404		
Women	&	
Politics	

Current	events	
article	(WTC);	Book	
review	(WTC);	Book	
review	presentation	
(WTC);	essay	exams	
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bibliography	(WTC);	
Research	project,	
paper	(WTC)	

knowledge	in	
writing;	PowerPoint	
presentation	on	a	
research	project	
	

PLSC	465	
Intelligence	
Process	and	
Policy	

Class	Intelligence	
Estimate	write-up	
(WTC);	Essay	exam	
answers	(WTC);	
National	Security	
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Appendix	A	–Assessment	of	Student	Writing	
	

Protocol	
WAC	student	learning	outcome	–	Critical	thinking/writing	

Outcome	

Students	should	be	able	to	use	critical	thinking	skills	to	formulate	logical,	cogent	analysis	of	
political	ideas	and	phenomenon,	and	effectively	communicate	those	ideas	in	written	form.	

Methods	of	Assessment		

Each	semester,	the	students	in	two	courses	(any	courses	other	than	PLSC101	OR	PLSC111)	
will	be	identified	by	the	Dept.	WAC	liaison	(subject	to	consent	of	instructor)	and	will	be	
rated	on	a	3-point	scale	(weak,	adequate,	or	strong)	regarding	“critical	thinking/writing”	
using	a	writing	assignment	or	question(s)	embedded	in	exams	(at	the	instructor’s	
discretion).	Only	a	single	writing	assignment/embedded	question	will	be	evaluated	from	
each	of	the	two	selected	courses.	The	written	assignments/embedded	questions	will	be	
collected	and	rated	by	the	Dept.	WAC	Committee	using	a	critical	thinking/writing	
assessment	rubric	developed	by	the	department.	

Measures/Levels	of	Expectation		

75%	of	students	meet	the	benchmark	for	adequate	or	strong	writing	in	each	of	the	three	
featured	areas.	

Assessment	Results	

Results	will	be	gathered	and	reported	to	the	WAC	liaison	no	later	than	one	week	after	the	
last	day	of	finals	biannually.	

Use	of	Results	for	WAC	Improvement	

The	WAC	Director	will	write	recommendations	biannually	in	the	WAC	plan	based	on	
assessment	results.		Once	each	semester,	the	Dept.	will	hold	a	meeting	in	which	results	of	
the	assessment	will	be	considered	and	discussed,	along	with	discussion	of	possible	
changes/improvements	to	the	Department’s	WAC	plan	using	the	course	outcomes	map	
above
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Critical	Thinking/Writing	Rubric	
	

Feature		 Criteria	–	WEAK	
(1	point)	

Criteria	–	ADEQUATE	
(2	points)	
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Appendix	B	–	Baseline	Results	of	Student	Writing	Assessment	
	
These	are	considered	“baseline”	survey	results:	perceptions	of	students	before	the	writing-enriched	
curriculum	was	rolled	out.		
	
Response	rate:	100%	of	students	in	PLSC481	(22	of	22)	
Target:	75%	of	students	meet	the	criteria	
	
Areas	in	which	student	writing	is	ABOVE	expectations:	75+	
	
None	
	
Areas	in	which	student	writing	is	MEETING	expectations:	68-74	
	

Identify/explain	Problem	
						year(s)																													weak																										adequate																								strong	

2019	n=22	 	5	(23%)	 13	(59%)	 4	(18%)	

	


