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Demonstrating	the	Value	of	Writing	Through	Extracurricular	Activities	

$
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89&"676//$://&0$;-7<6/<E%G$B()=$#%D)+)%6=K6$)(%$4%#B856$%"%'"')+%"((+)##6=;%4=)%4J%$D4%
)##"9%4'$64=#C%Y'$64=%2C%jA-"$%D4B7(%94B+%76J)%8)%76M)%6J%94B%D4M)%B'%4=)%("9%"=(%$-)+)%



!"#$%&'("$)(%*"+,-%./%0101%

V%

	

	

• '4#$6=;%"77%D6==6=;%,4=$)#$%#B856##64=#/%"+$6,7)#/%)##"9#/%)$,E%#B856$$)(%89%4B+%
#$B()=$#%$4%"77%:#9,-474;9%<)'"+$5)=$%#4,6"7%5)(6"%'";)#%Q6E)E/%H",)844M/%TD6$$)+/%
"=(%P=#$";+"5R%

• +)6=J4+,6=;%$-)%65'4+$"=,)%4J%'+4J)##64="7%D+6$6=;%(B+6=;%()'"+$5)=$"7%
34774[B6"%"=(%WF+4D=%F";X%5))$6=;#/%D-6,-%"+)%-)7(%$-+4B;-4B$%)",-%","()56,%
#)5)#$)+E%P=K6$)(%;B)#$%#')"M)+#%,4B7(%8)%"#M)(%$4%(6#,B##%$-)%65'4+$"=,)%4J%
D+6$6=;%D6$-6=%$-)6+%,-4#)=%,"+))+#%6=%:#9,-474;9E%A)%'7"=%$4%"#M%"77%#')"M)+#%
Q)E;E/%'+)#)=$)+#/%","()56,%+)#)"+,-)+#/%"=(%"7B5=6R%D-4%()76K)+%6=K6$)(%
'+)#)=$"$64=#%6=%4B+%()'"+$5)=$%$4%"((+)##%-4D%D+6$6=;%-)7'#%$-)5%",-6)K)%$-)6+%
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%

=Communication:	IUP	email	is	the	only	official	form	of	communication	used	here	at	
the	University.	Psychological	writing	for	interpersonal	communication	involves	
demonstrating	the	ability	to	compose	clear,	concise,	and	professional	email.	All	email	
messages	to	your	professors	should	include:	The	appropriate	email	address,	a	relevant	
Subject,	a	professional	greeting	(e.g.,	Dear	Dr.	Smith,),	an	introduction	of	who	you	are	
and	any	relevant	course	and	section	information	(as	needed),	a	clear,	concise	message,	
an	appropriate	closing	statement,	and	your	name.	

	
:+&5)$%6//&36$>6+?)&<6$@A?<5-7&)BC$
T4C%<+E%FE%G56$-C
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34556$$))%D677%J4,B#%"7#4%4=%$-)%6=,4+'4+"$64=%4J%$-)%J6="7%+),455)=("$64=#%4J%$-)%A>3%
<6+),$4+%6=$4%4B+%'+4,)(B+)#%Q#))%'";)#%0\?0VRE%T4%$-6#%)=(/%$-)%5)58)+#%4J%$-)%A>3%
34556$$))%D677%)=;";)%6=%,4=$6=B6=;%,477"84+"$64=%D6$-%$-)%A>3%<6+),$4+/%5)58)+#%4J%$-)%
<)'"+$5)=$%&33/%"=(%$-)%5)58)+#%4J%$-)%<)'"+$5)=$%H",B7$9%$4C%

• <)K)74'%"%W$+B)%-476#$6,%#,4+)X%"#%"=%"((6$64="7%,+6$)+64=%4=%$-)%"##)##5)=$%+B8+6,E%
• <)K)74'%"%76#$%4J%,4B+#)#%$4%6()=$6J9%#'),6J6,"779%D-)+)%()#6+)(%D+6$6=;%4B$,45)#%

,4B7(%8)%W6=$+4(B,)(X%"=(%7"$)+%W+)6=J4+,)(X%"#%"=%6=$);+"7%'"+$%4J%$-)%'+)'"+"$64=%
J4+%JB$B+)%J4,B#%4=%W5"#$)+9X%4J%D+6$6=;%4B$,45)#E%

• g#$"876#-%J",B7$9%()K)74'5)=$%#)56="+#%"=(e4+%D4+M#-4'#%$4%'+4K6()%()$"67)(%
(6#,B##64=%+);"+(6=;%6=J4+5"$64=%+)7"$6K)%$4C%

o ",,)'$)(%>:>%J4+5"$%6=%D+6$6=;%"=(%,6$"$64=#E%
o WD+6$6=;%$4%7)"+=X%K#E%WD+6$6=;%$4%,455B=6,"$)X%"''+4",-)#E%

• g#$"876#-%()'"+$5)=$"7%(6#,B##64=#%+)7"$)(%$4%#'),6J6,%#$B()=$%D+6$6=;%#M677#C%
o $-)%'4##687)%(6JJ)+)=,)#%$-"$%5"9%)`6#$%8)$D))=%$-)%#$B()=$]#%"8676$9%$4%D+6$)%

D)77%;+"55"$6,"779%"=(%$-)%"8676$9%$4%,45'4#)%",,B+"$)%"=(%6=$);+"$6K)%
"+;B5)=$#e(6#,B##64=#E%

o $-)%'4##687)%$)",-6=;%",$6K6$6)#%$-"$%5"9%8)%+)7"$)(%$4%$-)%#M677#%#$"$)(%"84K)E%
o $-)%'4##687)%6()=$6J6,"$64=%4J%,4B+#)#%6=%D-6,-%$-)#)%#M677#%,4B7(%8)%$"B;-$%

"=(%"##)##)(E%
o $-)%
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Writing	Outcomes	Curriculum	Map	

>26$H"5<573$A*<1-+6/$;*""51*)*+$%&?$F6+-7/<"&<6/C$
• 34=#,64B#%)JJ4+$%4=%$-)%'"+$%4J%()'"+$5)=$%J",B7$9%"$%'7",6=;%,4+)%(6#,6'76="+9%

;)=+)#%"$%"''+4'+6"$)%7)K)7#%4J%$-)%,B++6,B7B5/%#,"JJ47(6=;%"=(%+)6=J4+,6=;%$-)%
D+6$6=;%#M677#%=),)##"+9%J4+%#$B()=$#%$4%#B,,))(%6=%D+6$6=;%$-4#)%;)=+)#%QH4+%
)`"5'7)C%211?7)K)7%,4B+#)#%J4,B#%4=%D+6$6=;%$-"$%"774D#%#$B()=$#%$4%)=-"=,)%
$-)6+%B=()+#$"=(6=;%4J%,4B+#)%,4=$)=$f%011?7)K)7%,4B+#)#%6=$+4(B,)%"=(%+)6=J4+,)%
"''+4'+6"$)%,455B=6,"$64=%6=%#,6)=,)%89%J4,B#6=;%4=%",,)'$)(%D+6$6=;%#$97)%
Q>:>Rf%O11?7)K)7%,4B+#)#%6=,7B()%D+6$6=;%$-"$%)=-"=,)#%$-)%#$B()=$#]%"8676$9%$4%
"''79%$-)6+%M=4D7)(;)%$-+4B;-%"''+4'+6"$)%D+6$$)=%,455B=6,"$64=%D-67)%
+)6=J4+,6=;%,4B+#)%,4=$)=$f%"=(%.11?7)K)7%,4B+#)#%J4,B#%4=%$-)%"8676$9%$4%"="79_)%
+)#)"+,-%"=(%)`')+6)=,)%"=(%)5'-"#6_)%",,)'$"87)%,455B=6,"$64=%J4+5"$RE%

• T-4B;-$JB7%6=$);+"$64=%4J%D+6$6=;?$4?7)"+=%",$6K6$6)#%6=%54#$%,4B+#)#%6=%$-)%
,B++6,B7B5%QH4+%)`"5'7)C%211?7)K)7%,4B+#)#%6=,7B()%#-4+$%"=#D)+%[B)#$64=#%$4%
)=-"=,)%#$B()=$#]%B=()+#$"=(6=;%4J%,4B+#)%,4=$)=$f%011?7)K)7%,7"##)#%6=,7B()%

%
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  Paper drafts Introduce and reinforce 
communicating in science, 
APA style 

articles, prior 
drafts with 
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  Short answer questions 
on exams 

Communicate content mastery assignments, 
APA publication 
manual, example 
write-ups, 
published journal 
articles, 
PowerPoint slides 
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  Adolescent issues 
assessment: identify, 
analyze, & explain a 
specific adolescent 
experience relative to 
Erickson's theory of 
identity 
formation/development 

Emphasize course content 
(apply major class concepts) 

 

(student's) personal 
development assessment 

Emphasize course content 
(define & apply major class 
concepts) 

310 Developmental 
Psychology 

Analysis of 
developmental concepts 
that occur in brief in- 
class activities 

Reinforce theoretical concepts 
or developmental stages as 
they apply to contrived 
scenarios or personal examples 

Textbook 

(online sections 
only) 

3 3-4 page papers Apply theory and concepts to 
hypothetical parent-child 
interactions (reinforce) 

(online sections 
only) 

Post discussions and 
responses to topics in 
development 
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313 Non-Normative 
Development In 
Adulthood 

Weekly homework 
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  1-2 page assignment 
apply course material on 
a particular diagnosis, 
bulimia, to a case study 
of an individual with that 
diagnosis. 

Reinforce material; application 
of material 

9$'8,.2.5'(<=1%(
#%*+*.1>. 

1-2 page assignment: 
apply course material on 
a particular diagnosis, 
depression, to a case 
study of an individual 
with that diagnosis. 

Reinforce material; application 
of material 

1-2 page assignment: 
apply course material on 
a particular diagnosis, 
depression, borderline 
personality disorder to a 
case study of an 
individual with that 
diagnosis. 

Reinforce material; application 
of material 

321 Abnormal 
Psychology 

Clinical vignette paper Apply understanding of 
etiology, criteria, causes, and 
treatment of mental disorders 
to a representative field case 

Textbook, class 
PowerPoint 
slides, student 
lecture notes, 
example handout Short answer questions 

on exams 
Communicate content mastery 

Group diagnostic 
exercises 

Reinforce understanding of 
course material 

Sleep log Articulate lessons learned from 
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  Case study presentation (introduce, reinforce, 
emphasize) students prepare 
and present a presentation 
related to the content of their 
case study assignment above 

 

350 (for 
teamwork 
minor) 

Physiological 
Psychology 

Synesthesia writing to 
think exercise 

(introduce) students briefly 
write thoughts prior to 
discussing thought questions in 
class 

Assigned popular 
press reading, 
textbook, internet 
sources, scholarly 
scientific articles, 
lecture slides Genetic technology 

writing to think exercise 
(introduce) students briefly 
write thoughts prior to 
discussing thought questions in 
class. 

Neuroscience methods 
assignment 

(introduce, reinforce) students 
write a 2-4-page paper 
describing an assigned 
neuroscience research method 
and describe three examples of 
how the method has been 
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   receptor types in roach 
behavior. 

 

Fact sheet (introduce, reinforce, 
emphasize) teams of students 
prepare and present a fact sheet 
(2 pages) relating their findings 
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Appendix	A	–	Senior	Writing	Samples	Assessment	
	

("-<-1-)$
%
H4+%$-)%0102?0100%'+4,)##/%.O%J6="7%'"')+#%D)+)%,477),$)(%J+45%$D4%;+4B'#%4J%G)=64+%
:#9,-474;9%*"d4+#C%2R%T-4#)%D-4%,45'7)$)%,+6$6,"7%$-6=M6=;%'"')+#%J4+%$-)%WG)=64+%
G)56="+X%,4B+#)/%"=(%0R%$-4#)%D-4%,45'7)$)(%,+6$6,"7%$-6=M6=;%'"')+#%J4+%$-)%G)=64+?7)K)7%
W:#9,-474;9%@4=4+#%G)56="+%,4B+#)E%T-)#)%J6="7%#B856##64=#%D)+)%"##)##)(%89%$-)%3-"6+%4J%
$-)%A>3%34556$$))/%<+E%:"7B584/%B#6=;%$-)%)`6#$6=;%A>3%+B8+6,E%T-)%J6="7%>##)##5)=$%
$"776)#%D)+)%$-)=%#B856$$)(%$4%<+/%G6);)7%H6=)+/%$-)%<6+),$4+%4J%$-)%A+6$6=;%>,+4##%$-)%
3B++6,B7B5%'+4d),$E%
%
H4+%"=%6=6$6"7%Q'674$R%"##)##5)=$/%$-)%,4556$$))%,477),$)(%0.%,45'7)$)(%,+6$6,"7%$-6=M6=;%
+)",$64=%'"')+#%J+45%,B++)=$%G)=64+%A+6$6=;?P=$)=#6K)%,4B+#)#%"J$)+%$-)%6=#$+B,$4+#%-"(%
,45'7)$)(%;+"(6=;%$-)5%Q$-6#%=B58)+%+)'+)#)=$#%"%,4=K)=6)=,)%#"5'7)RE%T-)%34556$$))%
B#)(%$-)%"##)##5)=$%+B8+6,%8)74D%$4%'+4K6()%"=%6=6$6"7%"##)##5)=$%4J%#$B()=$#]%D+6$6=;%6=%
"+)"#%8"#)(%4=%()#6+)(%#M677#%"=(%"8676$6)#%()#,+68)(%"84K)%6=%$-6#%<A:E%T-6#%6=6$6"7%
"##)##5)=$%D677%-)7'%$4%;B6()%4B+%J4,B#%J4+%JB$B+)%"##)##5)=$%"#%D)77%"#%'4##687)%4=;46=;%
+)K6#64=#%$4%4B+%<A:E%hI4$)C%H4+%$-)%6=6$6"7%Q'674$R%"##)##5)=$/%D)%"((+)##)(%"77%,+6$)+6"%
76#$)(%6=%$-)%+B8+6,/%)K)=%$-4B;-%$-)9%5"9%4+%5"9%=4$%-"K)%8))=%6=,7B()(%6=%$-)%4+6;6="7%
6=#$+B,$64=#%$4%#$B()=$#%J4+%)",-%"##6;=5)=$E%H4+%JB$B+)%"##6;=5)=$#/%5)58)+#%4J%$-)%A>3%
,4556$$))%D677%D4+M%D6$-%()'"+$5)=$%J",B7$9%$4%6=,7B()%+B8+6,%,+6$)+6"%6=%"##6;=5)=$%
6=#$+B,$64=#Ei%

%
Y=;46=;%"##)##5)=$%D677%8)%,45'7)$)(%89%$-)%<)'"+$5)=$"7%A>3%34556$$))/%D6$-%$-)%
6=6$6"7%"##)##5)=$%8)6=;%,45'7)$)(%"$%$-)%J6+#$%65'7)5)=$"$64=%4J%$-)%G)=64+%G)56="+%6=%
:#9,-474;9%,4B+#)%Q:S3%.c1R/%D-6,-%D677%8)%65'7)5)=$)(%6=%$-)%:#9,-474;9%<)'"+$5)=$]#%

%%%%

%

%%%

%

%

%

%

%%%%%
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information	will	be	kept	strictly	confidential.	No	individual	scores	or	information	will	
be	identified.	Only	aggregate	scores	will	be	reported.	Your	course	grade	will	not	be	
affected	in	any	way.	

	
T-)%J4774D6=;%#),$64=%76#$#%"=%)`"5'7)%4J%"%'4##687)%"''+4",-%$4%65'7)5)=$6=;%$-)%J6="7%
"##6;=5)=$%J4+%$-)%G)=64+%G)56="+%34B+#)E%I4$)C%T-6#%6#%4=79%6=$)=()(%"#%"=%)`"5'7)E%HB$B+)%
"''+4",-)#e"##6;=5)=$#%5"9%4+%5"9%=4$%8)%#6567"+/%()')=(6=;%4=%$-)%34B+#)%P=#$+B,$4+E%
g`"5'7)C%G$B()=$#%+)#'4=(%$4%$-)%J4774D6=;%'+45'$C%
	
G)5)#$)+%:"')+%Q211%'$#R%T-)%'B+'4#)%4J%$-)%6=(6K6(B"7%+)#)"+,-%'"')+%6#%$4%"774D%94B%$4%
,4=#6()+%"%#'),6J6,%+)#)"+,-%6##B)%4+%[B)#$64=%6=%'#9,-474;9%6=%54+)%()'$-%"=(%$4%"((+)##%
4B+%,B++)=$%"=(%)K47K6=;%B=()+#$"=(6=;%4J%$-"$%[B)#$64=%"#%D)77%"#%$4%,4=#6()+%$-)%JB$B+)%
(6+),$64=#%"=(%65'76,"$64=#%4J%$-6#%6##B)E%S4B+%'"')+%#-4B7(%-"K)%#)K)+"7%'"+$#%6=,7B(6=;C%

2R >=%6=$+4(B,$64=%$4%94B+%$4'6,e[B)#$64=%D6$-%"%8+6)J%()#,+6'$64=%4J%6$#%#6;=6J6,"=,)E%
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